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PREFACE 


This book is astudy in economic history. Although Calcutta 
figures prominently in this study, I have concentrated on the hinter- 
land which began to expand with the extension of roads and 
railways. Мо detailed study of Calcutta’s hinterland has yet been 
published. 

The plan of the book is as follows ; in the first chapter -I have 
presented a survey of the growth of Calcutta in the Second half of 
the nineteenth century. In the Second Chapter the growth of 
Calcutta port has been described to indicate the expanding hinter- 
land of the port. Third chapter deals with Satellite towns and 
economic activities in the hinterland of Calcutta. In the fourth 
chapter growth of Burrabazar, the main centre of Indian traders, 
has been established. In the fifth chapter the economic activities 
of Indian traders have been described, with special reference to the 
share market and joint-stock companies, which were formed in this 


period. My conclusion have been summarised in the concluding 


chapter. 
For about four years I have worked at the State Archives, West 


Bengal and the National Library, Bengal Chamber’s Library, Bengal 

_ National Archives, Secretariat Library, Surajmull Library, and at the 
office of the Registerar of Joint-Stock Companies, Library, Commer- 
cial Library Calcutta, to collect my materials. Besides, I undertook 
an extensive field work. Although I had to go through a large 
number of secondary works which no doubt helped me to enhance 
and enlarge my horizon, I have tried to use only 
primary sources as far as possible. Statistical materials have been 
used to support general statements on policy matters. The deve- 
lopment of roads and railways has figured prominently in this study, 
mainly because Calcutta's hinterland expanded with the extension 
of roads and railways. This book has grown out of a dissertation 
which was approved by the Rabindra Bharati University for 
Ph. D. degree. 
I would take this opportunity to express my sincere gratitude to 
Dr. S. K. Sen, Head of the Department, History, Rabindra-Bharati 
iling kindness and support since I first worked 


my knowledge 


University for his unfa 


(vi) 


under him, to Dr. Benoy Chowdhury, Reader, University of Calcutta, 
Dr. Kalyan Sengupta and Dr. Pradip Sinha of Rabindra-Bharati 
for their valuable and helpful comments, the Librarian and Staff of 
the West Bengal Secretariat library, National Library, Commercial 
Library, Bengal Chambers of Commerce Library, Bengal National 
Chambers of Commcerce Library, Seth Surarjmull Jalan Library, 
West Bengal State Archives for their friendliness and help. 

I am also grateful to Sri A. K. Guha, Asstt. Registrar Adminis- 
trations, Office of the Joint-Stock companies Calcutta, Sri A. С. 
Mookherjee, Public Relations Officer, B.C.C., Sri M. Biswas 
Secretary B.N.C.C., for giving me all the facilities. 

lam also indebted to my friends—Sri Ajit Dutta, Inspector of 
Schools, Sri Udayan Mitra, Research Scholar, Dr. K. P. Malakar 
and Jaya Banerjee. Formal thanks can never repay their generous 
acts of friendship. 
Lastly I wish to thank Messrs Progressive Publishers for their 
co-operation. 
Author 
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СНАРТЕК 1 
GROWTH OF CALCUTTA 


A few cities in the world have, within such a short period of time, 
attained the glorious position now occupied by the city of Calcutta. 
Less than two centuries ago, the present city of Calcutta was nothing 
but an ordinary rural district in the delta of Lower Bengal—a flat 
' rice—swamp, interspersed with patches of jungle, with a few 
scattered villages on the river bank.» None would have ventured 
to forecast that a “city of palaces” would shortly arise here. But the 
nineteenth century ushered ina new era of development of trade 
and commerce which ultimately made this city an emporium of 
trade and the capital of an empire in the East. 

The population of Calcutta was estimated in 1710 at 10,000 or 
12,000 persons. In 1831 Captain Steel, the Superintendent of 
Police, took a census of the population of the town which showed 
that it contained 70,076 houses, having 187,081 inhabitants. On 
the 1st January, 1837 Captain Е. W. Birch, the Superintendent of 
Police took another’ census. The total population of the town had 
risen to 2,29,714 of whom 1,44,911 or 63 percent were males and 
84,803 or 37 percent were females, 28 percent. were under 20; the 
number of each nationality was as follows :— · 

English 3,138 ; Eurasians 4,746 ; Portuguese 3,181 ; French 160 ; 
Chinese 362 ; Armenians 636 ; Jews 307; Mahomedans 58,744 ; 
. Hindoos 137,651 ; Moguls 527; Parsees 40; Arabs 351; Mughs 
683; Madrasees 55 ; Native Christians 49 and low-castes 19,084. 
Mr. J. H. Stocqealer observed in 1844, “recent and. accurate 
surveys have sufficiently established . the fact that the resident 
population does not much exceed 220,000, comprised within the 
proper limits of the city ; though like other over grown towns, it 
has flowed over into its suburbs, it is not yet occupied. with 
urban fulness or regularity.” .Ееуег Hospital Committee also 
adopted the idea of fixed population estimated at under 200,000 
or a floating population of 300,000. Whatever might be: the case 
the population certainly showed a tendency towards growth. Again 
the census taken in 1850 by the Chief Magistrate gave а total 
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population of 415,063 souls. The number of Europeans stood at 
7,534 souls, of Eurasians at 4,660, of Armenians at 892, of Chinese 
at 847, of Hindoos at 274,506, of Mahomedans at 111,170 and 
others at 15,454 souls. Thus the number of almost all the natio- 
nalities mentioned above, showed a tendency 
increase. This was due to the fact that the city 
becoming а commercial centre. 
Act in 1833 and the establishment 
in 1834 in Calcutta, 
goods, indigo began t 
abolished.* 

Thus the Charter 
traders by giving them 
the tea trade, in both 
were withdrawn, Thi 
earlier abolition of th 


towards gradual 
of Calcutta was 
With the passing of the Charter 
of Bengal Chamber of Commerce 
private trade in opium, jute, cotton, piece- 
о flourish. In 1837 the customs duties were 


Act provided a great stimulus to private 
the opportunity to enter the China trade and 
of which the company’s exclusive privileges 
is Act conferred benefits greater than the 
e company's monopoly of the Indian trade 
because Britain had little real need for India's raw materials and 
the only profitable way of trading was, therefore, to sell British 
goods in India and remit the profits through China by purchasing 
China tea. The privilege of entering the China trade gave a new 
fillip to the merchant firms in Calcutta perhaps more than it did to 
those in Bombay and Madras. New Bengal Steam Fund was also 
founded in 1833 to encourage the development of Steam Commu- 
nications with India. William Limond became the first Secretary of 
the Bengal Chamber and New Bengal Steam Fund. He was 
succeeded in 1850 by. Tames Norman. W., W. Kettlewell took over 
as Secretary for a few months until the appointment of Т. М. 
Robinson. At the outset the Bengal Chamber included most of the 
foreign firms and some Indo-British firms in Calcutta. Мг. Г.Н, 
Nis eport the names of thirt 


h has mentioned in his r 
firms which had been carrying | brisk i 
ыл Ying brisk business 


y six foreign 
in. Calcutta. 


mpanies managed to survive 
They were commission agents, 
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importers and exporters, while many of the partners in those days 
had banking and insurance interests. But important as import 
business was, they аз merchants were predominantly interested in 
the export of crop. On the Bombay side the crop was, cotton for 
China, in the Calcutta region, indigo for Europe. For indigo they 
had mostly intimate connections up-country with the indigo planters 
who were found throughout the Delta area. For their indigo 
interests, they were mainly to be found as members of the Indigo 
Planters Association which was established on the 19th December 
1839. Butithad lost its existence when the constitution of the 
Bengal Chamber of Commerce was reframed in 1855. It had a 
vague offspring in the Calcutta Indigo Traders Association which 
was placed in the hands of the Bengal Chamber for a short period 
in 1890. However, in this way, foreign mercantile firms were 
becoming more settled.* 

With the growth of trade, attention was given for the improve- 
ment of the system of communication. According to Mr. Beverley 
in 1820 most of the roads in the Town were still made of earth, and 
a small expenditure of Rs. 25,000 a year was sanctioned for the 
purpose of gradually paving them. In 1835 Mr.D. M. Farlan 
the Chief Magistrate of the Town stated that there were very few 
lanes in the Town of Calcutta that had not been made pucka. At 
that time 170 miles of road were kept in repair at an annual expen- 
diture or Rs. 40,000. According to Mr Simm's Report the total 
length of public roads in Calcutta was only 125 miles in 1849 and 
the principal roads and streets were the Chowringhee Road, 1$ 
miles long, built only on one side and facing the Esplanade, the Old 
Course Road leading from Government house to Kidderpore Bridge 
21 miles ; the Upper and Lower Circular Roads, nearly 61 miles 
long; College Street leading towards the Dum-Dum Suspension 
Bridge, nearly 21 miles in length; the New Course Road on the 
banks of the river; Esplanade Row, leading into Dhurrmtollah 
Street ; Bowbazar leading into Boitak Khana ; Colootollah Street, 
leading into Mirzapur Street; Machooa Bazar Road; Park Street, 
Camac Street and the Chitpur Road. These and all the minor 
public roads were kept in good repair by the Municipal Committee, 
The business part of the Town of Calcutta, was comprised between 
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Chandpal and the Mint Ghats on the bank of the river, апа exten- 
ding inland nearly as far as College Street. Most busiest part of 
the Town was Clive Street, opposite Cotton Street. Major Ralph 
Smyth contended that in 1756, there were only 70 houses in the 
Town belonging to the English. There were in 1849, 5,950 one- 
storied, 6,438 two-storied, 721 three-storied, 10 four-storied and 1 
five-storied, making a total of 13,120 pucka houses, the property of 
the Natives and Europeans, and native huts to the extent of 49,445 
in the Town of Calcutta which by that time, became the centre of 
the greatest wealth and trade in India. ; 

No doubt huts had largely made way for the erection of pucka 
buildings and the construction of tanks and new roads and there 
can bé no doubt that an increase in upper storied houses meant 
improved accommodation. The erection of thatched huts in 
Calcutta had not been permitted since 1837 and the following 


figures will show how they were gradually being replaced by tiled 
roofs, А > 
К TI IIa I oah > apr duc 
AMNES I — I 

ВОВЕ TA LUN Titled | Thatched 

"1881 (Steel) 15,303 19,419. 35354 154,713 
1837 (Birch) 14,623 20,304 . 30,567 50,871 
1850 (Simms) 13,120 49,445 = 49,445 
1866 (Dowleans) 16,022 43,575 == 43,576 
1872 (Chick) 20,443 18,421 Pu 18,421 
1876 16,896 22,860 = 22,860 


quu ur eM eg 
* Source: H. Beverley, Report on the census 
of the Town of Calcutta, 1876. 


The above table shows 
and also the total numb) 
too, may. be regarded ’as 


that there was no thatched hut after 1850 
er of huts was decreasing gradually. , This 
à S a sign of growing prosperity. 
So, with the advent of the оз й ia. di к E century 
una puts ы became visible. Jute Mills; Cotton Mills, Rice 
wm м6 o um Mills, Screws and Foundries began to see the 
According to H “у, one after another, in and around Calcutta. 

E 79 Н. Beverley, there were 62 printing Presses, 20 Castor 
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Oil:Mills, 18 Flour Mills, 14 Soorkey Mills, 13 Jute Screws, 'and 5 
foundries in the Calcutta proper in 1874-75. Jute and Cotton 
Mills had been started in thessuburbs of Calcutta. There were 14 
or 15 Jute Mills in and around Calcutta in 1875-76. Several new 
firms also came into existence. By 1865, among others seventy-one 
foreign firms also got a strong foothold in the city of Calcutta. 5 
` Again, the total number of licenses taken out during 1868-69 
for the. different trades and professions stood at 24,360 viz., Joint- 
stock companies-82 ; Merchants, agents, bankers, wholesale and 
retail traders—1,726 ; Trades of all kinds—3;611; Brokers and 
Petty Dulalls—396 ; Markets and Bazars—30 ; Shop-keepers of 
all kinds—4,919 ; Shops and stalls for food and drink—6,406 ; 
Shops for intoxicating drinks and drugs—107 ; Hotels and Boarding 
houses—85 ; Shops for personal apparel—1,681; Itinerant vendors 
of food and drink—2,216 for personal apparel—1,371; Misce- 
llaneous pedlars—1,539 ; Practising barristers, attorneys, pleaders 
and law agents—105 ; Medical practitioners, licentiates of medicine 
and apothecaries—65 ; Native doctors—21. Further, the total 
number of licenses, taken out in 1870-71, might also be regarded 
as considerable. Joint-stock companies took 74, Merchants, agents, 
' bankers and wholesale traders—1,477, Owners of markets and 
bazars—26, Hotel and boarding house keepers—58, Owners of 
cargo boats-90, Retail dealers and shop-keepers paying more than 
25 and less than 100 rupees as rent—142, Shops for intoxicating 
drinks and drugs took 163, Brokers and Petty dulalls—453, Shop- 
keepers in brick rooms and permanent stall keepers took 5, 107, 
Shop-keepers in tiled huts obtained 5,396, Miscellaneous Pedlars 
3,087 and itinerant vendors of food and drink secured 6,228 
licenses, ® 
It should be said here that the city of Calcutta was divided into 
eighteen wards excluding Fort William and the Port of Calcutta. 
The names of the Wards were as follows :—A—Shampooker, .B— 
Koomartooly, C—Burtolla, D—Sookea Street, E—Jorabagan, F— 
Jorasanko, G—Burra-Bazar, H—Colootola, I—Moochepara, J— 
Bow-Bazar, -K—Puddopukur, L—Waterloo Street, M—Fenwick, , 
N—Taltola,, O—Colinga, P—Park Street, Q—Bamun Bustee, R— 
Hastings. With the’ growth of trade the population of these wards 
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‘began to inerease. By 1881 the number of mercantile firms and 
general dealers showed further a considerable increase. Between 
1884 and 1900 a number of business Association,—the Indian Jute 
Manufactures' Association, the Calcutta Hydraulic Press Associa- 
tion, the. Calcutta Tea Traders Association, the Calcutta Jute 
Balers’ Association, the Calcutta Fire Insurance Agents’ Association, 
the Calcutta wheat and Seed Traders Association, the Calcutta 
Import Trade Association—were formed. Several new business 
houses had been established by the foreigners and Bengali and non- 
Bengali | traders. Among the foreign firms seventy got much 
рготіпепсу.? 

The development of railways deserves particular mention, With 
the development of railways and better type of communications the 
mercantile firms began to draw immigrants from different districts 
of Bengal and also from other provinces of India. They came. here 
in Calcutta in quest of suitable employment in mills, offices, business 
houses etc, Therefore an improved type of communication played 
a significant role in the growth of Calcutta. With the extension of 
railways. the hinterland of Calcutta began to grow. A general 
System of railways was completed by 1870. The following table 
will throw some light on the average mileage opened during these 
years i.e., from 1854 to 1871. The first portion of the East Indian 
Railways was opened in 1854 and of Eastern Bengal in 1862; The 


first section of the Calcutta & South Eastern Railway extending 
3 East Indian | Eastern Bengal Caleutta & South 
Y esr Railway Railway . Eastern Railway 
ccc AND 


Average miles Average miles Ау i 
opened No. | opened No. | Hoe Ales 

1854 38 — = я 
1859 251 = 

1862 644 772 15 
1863 928 110 23 
1864 1060 110 28 
1865 1128 110 28 
1866 11291 110 28 
1867 1131 113 28 
1868 1131 113 28 
1869 11313 112 28 
1870 11313 ATT 


1871 1618 = 28 
Source: Report on the Administration of the 


Bengal Presidency 1860-1 871. 
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from Calcutta to Chappahatty, a distance of 15 miles, was opened 
on the 2nd of January 1862. 

The entire length of the Eastern Bengal Railway from Calcutta 
to Kustea was opened during the whole of the official year 1864-65 
and the whole length of the Calcutta and South Eastern Railway 
was opened for traffic from Calcutta to Canning, during the year 
1864. Besides the above, Indian Branch Railway was opened in 
1863. At the close of 1862-63, the Main Line was opened for 
public traffic upto Mogulserai—533 miles, making with the colliary 
and river branches, a total of 607+ miles. By 1863-64 the East 
Indian Railway became the greatest highway from Calcutta to 
Delhi, 1019 miles in length. Again the construction of several 
railway feeders was going ahead. The whole class of railway 
feeders had been constructed from the Income-Tax and local funds, 
Supplemented by imperial grants. The Municipal line of rail, 
along Circular Road and to the Salt Water Lake were completed 
during 1868-69.9 The port Trust Railway was opened in 1876. 
This Railway line connected the Inland vessels wharves and the 
jetties with the Eastern Bengal State Railway at Chitpore and also 
Served the local traffic between the Jute Presses and the Jetties. 
The total mileage was raised to 8:526 miles by the end of the 19th 
Century,!9 By 1890-91, the Assam-Behar Section to the Kosi river, 
Оп the Eastern Bengal Railway was completed and in all 36 miles 
were added to the system during the said year. On the Bengal- 
Nagpur Railway, the Section Chakradharpur to Sambalpore Road 
Was ready for traffic during 1890-91. 

A Scheme for a Central Railway was on the way. The 
Committee on a Central Railway and station for Calcutta had not 
reached any conclusion, during 1890-91. The Calcutta-Cuttack 
extensions of the Bengal Nagpur Railway, of which the last section, 
Kola to Howrah, 36.5 miles was opened in 1900, drew the attention 
of the authorities.!! In short, the railways had aggregate length 
9f 17,000 miles and 25,000 miles in 1890-91 and 1900-1901 respec- 
tively. The increase was more than 50 percent. Soit сап be said 
that by the year 1900 Calcutta had already established railway 
Connection with the Tea districts of Assam, Jute districts of Eastern 
Bengal and Coal districts of Bihar." ° 
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In 1871,-sanction was given by the: Lieutenant-Governor to the 
construction, by the Calcutta Municipality, of an experimental 
tram-way on the gauge 3'-3" from Sealdah via Bow-Bazar to 
Armenianghat.? Ап arrangement was also made for a complete 
system of tramways for the town of Calcutta during the year 1879- 
80. Sanction was given to the working of the existing electric 
lighting installation in Harrison Road, Calcutta, from Ist January, 
1900 for a further period of five years. The Calcutta Electric Light 
Act was also extended to the Howrah Municipality by 1899-1900.14 

Necessary arrangements were also made to improve the condi- 
tion of the old roads and streets and canals. At the same time 
several new roads and streets lanes were opened out for traffic. A 
new street leading from Colootola to Machooa Bazar was completed 
in 1859 and sanction of the Lieutenant-Governor was obtained to 
the street being called after him.25 The construction of the 
following roads was progressing during the year 1860-61 :— 

Calcutta to Kurramnassa River, 392 miles in length; Calcutta 
to Chutterpore ‚оп. the Madras frontier, 318 miles; Calcutta to 
Berhampore and Murshidabad, 116 miles; Calcutta to "Mutlah 
Port, 29 miles; Calcutta to Diamond Harbour, 28 miles ; Howrah 
Branch road, 17 miles ; Midnapore branch via Bankura and 
Raniganj 90 miles ; Tumlook branch; 16 miles; Baraset to 
Barrackpore branch road, 8 miles; Jessore branch road, 55-63 
miles, All these roads were in a more or less completed State, It 
has already been said that the Lieutenant-Governor had endea- 
Voured to create a system of local roads as feeders, which should 
Place all {һе most important towns and marts of the districts, in 
communication with the railways. A contract had been made. 
with the firm of Messers, Brassey, Wythes & Co. for creating an 
iron girder bridge over Tollyi’s Nullah, to lead from Alipore to 
Calcutta in 1861-62. The Calcutta canals had been maintained in 
good repair and a double Stop gate had been commenced on the 


GROWTH OF CALCUTTA ‘9 


huts, the streets widened and a square was completed by the same: 
year. Asum of Rs. 20,000 was sanctioned from the Municipal. 
fund by the Lieutenant-Governor during the year 1860; for opening 
one of the new street and the widening of some thoroughfares 
between Dhurrumtollah and Sudder Street. Тһе disbursemant 
from the Municipal Funds of Rs. 16,593-12-3 being the estimated 
cost of widening the Jaun Bazar 2nd Lane and Madge's Lane was 
sanctioned by the Lieutenant-Governor in August 1860.!* "The 
foot-paths along Old Court House Street were also completed in. 
1861-62. With a view to meet the requirements of the increasing 
traffic of the Town it was proposed in 1862-63, to construct a 
double tramway of stone on the river side of the Strand Road for 
the exclusive use of Carts; and granite blocks had been procured 
from China for carrying out the plan. The communication between 
Calcutta and Jessore had been completed as an unmetelled road in. 
1864, The new lines of road leading to the site on which the. 
Outram equestrian statue was to be erected had been completed. Бу 
the year 1864-65. The cost of these roads was defrayed from the 
“Strand Bank Fund". The Sealdah market, commenced їп 1862- 
63, had been roofed in and the tank roads were completed in 1865. 
These markets and the works connected with them were being 
carried out from the proceeds of the 1 percent of the Income-Tax 
levied for local public works. The expenditure of Local Funds by: 
Public Works officers during 1864-65 amounted to Rs. 23,19,392. 
the whole of this amount had been. expen- 


With trifling exceptions, 
ns and on. works connected. with the im-. 


ded upon communicatio 
provement of Calcutta Maidan and new roads, 1? 4 у 

It may be noted that by act VI of 1863, (B.C.), the. property. of 
the Town and management ofits affairs were vested in a certain. 
better provisions for the conservancy. and 
improvement of the Town of Calcutta, by Sections 109, the streets 
were vested in the Justices who by Sections 100, 111 and 112 were 
empowered to make and improve streets, to take land adjoining 
new streets and to purchase land'for improving streets orfor other 
Municipal purposes and by Section 114 they haa power {о sell 
lands.19 


Improvements t 


corporation and to make 


othe Strand Bank from the Hatkhola Bathing: 


10 CALCUTTA AND ITS HINTERLAND 


Ghat to the Nimtollah Burning Ghat, were authorised in 1864-65 
from the Strand Bank Funds, and were commenced under the orders 
of the Commissioners of Police. Ordinary repairs and improving 
of roads, strengthening and repairing rustic Bridges were also 
undertaken. A new system of measuring boats and of tolls were 
also introduced into the canals from Ist February 1865 by the new 
Canals’ Act №. 5 of 1864, Bengal Council. Considerable progress 
was also made in putting the roads of the Town of Calcutta in good 
order, and a new layer of stone and jhama metal was given to 48 
roads and streets, and repairs were made of more or less extent, to 
283 streets during 1865-66. A stone breaker worked by steam and 


Was quite out of the question. The 
› however, was authorised, if he thought it 
reasonable to grant further time,?! The Commissioner of Police 
маз а]зо authorised to incur expenditure, for watering the Strand 
Road from Princep’s Ghat to Hasting’s Bridge, of Rs. 700 per 
annum which was to be debited to the Calcutta Convict Labour 
Fund in future, The Lieutenant-Governor further 


uary 1861, the Lieutenant- 
ed in the Contingent Bill of 
ing the expenses incurred in 


h of the Auckland Gardens and the 
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curves adjoining to the Strand. І. C. Abbott informed the Vice- 
Chairman of the Port Commissioners under letter No. 3808. dated 
the 27th October 1873, that the Lieutenant-Governor was pleased 
to sanction the plan and detailed estimates amounting to Rs. 24,439 
for the proposed Strand Bank Road in front ofthe Eastern Bengal 
Railway station at Chitpore.** 

Steps were also taken for widening the Moorgyhatta Street ; and 
lands were taken for the new street between Jackson Street and 
Clive Street. . With the sanction of the Lieutenant-Governor, a loan 
of 18 lakhs of rupees was raised by the Justices of Calcutta» under 
power vested in them by the Municipal Act; and out of this 
amount 6 lakhs of rupees were allotted to the Drainage Department, 
and above rupees 5,41,000 paid towards the improvement of the 
treet above alluded to, leaving, after payment of 
a balance of rupees 6,59,000 for appro- 
It was also decided 


Moorgyhatta S 
stamp duty on debentures, 
priation to other Municipal improvements. 
during 1865-66 that the road leading from the crossing at the 
Chowringhee Gate of the Fort to the Kidderpore Bridge should be 
planted with a handsome avenue of trees.?* 

During the. year 1866-67 the large warehouse at Sealdah was 
constructed ; it was 500, feet long and could hold $60 tons of goods. 
The charges on account of city improvements during the 1868-69 
stood at Rs. 2,55,748. Considerable improvements were also 
effected in the bazars and public markets in the town of Calcutta 
by a strict system of surveillance. The local expenditure by public 
works officers (£ 54,773) was for the «most pant on cmmunications. 
The whole of the Hooghly riverstrand bank improvements works, 
and measures for facilitating the landing of goods from vessels, were 
he charge of. the commissioners for the improvement 
utta». Howrah Bridge, which was opened іп 1874, 
nk between Howrah and Calcutta.?5 
Calcutta, by 1875, contained 1315 miles 
of road of which 815 miles were metalled with stone and 50 miles 
with brick. The cost of repairs in 1875 amounted to Rs. 3,83,956. 
There were only two great markets namely the Tiretta Bazar andthe 
Dhurrumtollah Bazar.2° А loan of Rs. 6,00,000 was sanctioned by 
the Governor-Gencral-in-Council, in the Home Department, in 


transferred to t 
of the port of Cale 
began to serve as à 

According to Beverley, 


great li 
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September 1871 for the construction of а first class Municipal 
Market.” The Lieutenant-Governor also sanctioned the expendi- 
ture of Rs.: 30,000 or Rs. 35,000 by the Justices, out of the surplus 
funds to the credit of the “Fire Brigade Account”, for widening 
the narrow land immediately to the east of the Municipal office 
and leading from Jaun-Bazar Street to the Municipal Market, in 
August 1875.28 

Moorgyhatta Street had been continued under the name of 
Canning Street into Jackson’s Ghat Street ; Clive Street had been 
extended by Clive Row to meet Canning Street and smaller streets 
such as Gowaltooly Lane, Mott’s Lane, Hareepara Lane, Ramhurry 
Mistri’s Lane, and Jaun . Bazar Second Lane 
widened.. A great number of larger 
improved by the construction ‘of cause 
greater convenience and safety of foo 
streets, as for example Chowringhee Ro 
Road, and South Circular Road. had 
trees, ?? 

The Lieutenant-Governor, in 1879-80, 
of improving the conditions of bustees in 
its'suburbs.3? By 1881 these suburbs viz, 
Bhowanipore, Entally, ` Beniapukur, 
intersected by 550 streets, roads, lanes,31 Any way, 
Governor called upon the commissioners 


had been 
Streets had been further 
Ways at the sides for the 
t-passengers ;' and several 
ad, Camac Street, Theatre 
been planted with rows of 


were 
the Lieutenant- 
a special report, showing 
80 and what action had been 
ating to bustees, Actually the 
communication system 


-Parganas, Nuddea, Hooghly, 

г districts, Nuddea, Hooghly; 

alone accounted for about 142,000 out of 
Orissa supplied 20 000 Beh 

the North Western Provin з С n iniu 

the sumtotal 
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From a total figure of 377,924 souls in 1866 it jumped to a figure 
of 447,601 souls in.1872. In 1876 and 1881 the total population 
of the town of Calcutta including Fort William and Port showed a 
slight decrease. The relevant figures were 429,535 and 433,219 
respectively. But the total population of the port showed a 
considerable increase from 15,384 persons in 1866 to 28,200 in 1881. 
These variations were due to the movements of population in 
consequence of municipal and other improvements. The tendency 
had been for the population to move back from the river bank, and 

‚ from the centre to the outskirts of the Town. In the words along 
the river bank—Koomartooly, Jorabagan and Burra Bazar—the 
improvement of the strand Bank and the removal of. private 
residences and their conversion into warehouses for the storage of ' 
jute and other produce accounted for a considerable decrease in the 
numbers of the inhabitants. In the Shampooker ward the entire 
western half of the Nikaripara Bustee, covering some 100 bighas of 
land, had been obliterate in order to make room for the new 
Municipal materials depot. A new road had also been driven 
between Raja Rajbullabh Street and Ramkanto Bose Lane, In the 
Koomartooly ward, besides the Strand Bank Road and railway, 
Schalch Street had been constructed, as well as а new road between 
Baniatola Street and Sobha Bazar Street. The Tramway Company’s 
stables had taken the place of a populous bustee, and the same 
might be said of a new jute Warehouse at the corner of Sobja Bazar 
Street and Dhurrumtollah Street, - In Burtollah there had been at 
least half a dozen new roads constructed, while another small 
bustee had made way for the Free Church Orphana go and Zenana 
Home in Beadon Street. In the Sookea Street ward two new roads 
had been opened out, and huts had in several places made room 
for pucka residences. In Jorabagan ward, Mayo Hospital, Baboo 
Jadulal Mullick’s new residence and several new warehouses or 
presses had occupied the position of some crowded huts. In 
Jorasanko the Chorbagan bustee had ‘been’ demolished, and new 
roads had been run from Muktaram Babu Street to Baranashi Ghose 
Street and Machooa Bazar Street, as well as in other directions. 
In Вига Bazar several new warehouses had taken the place of 
private residences. . In Moochepara.a new road “went "through 
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Putwar Bagan. Similarly in Taltola and Colinga ward, new roads 
had been opened or planned during 1881. Mr. A Mitra observed : 
“The 1881 census report for Bombay city wailed at Bombay’s 
misery, thinking wistfully of Calcutta’s prosperity.’?34 

In 1881 it was also ascertained by Mr. Beverley that the most 
densely populated part of the Town of Calcutta was the Colootola 
мага ; there were no less than 208 persons to the acre. Next in 
point of density came Bowbazar (150), Jorabagan (148), Mooche- 
para (147), Fenwick (136), Jorasanko (130), Koomartooly (129), 
Taltola (125) and Puddopukur (124), in all of which wards there 
were more than 100 souls to the acre.35 


In 1884 the Commissioners appointed a Town Improvement 
Committee for the express purpose of preparing a comprehensive 
report on structural and sanitary improvements. Street improve- 
ment was one of the subjects to which this Committee devoted its 
attention, and a new and more direct route from Sealdah to the 
Hooghly Bridge and the opening out thereby of Burrabazar was 
regarded by the Committee as one of the first needs of the town, 
The net cost of this project was estimated by the Committee at 15 
lakhs, and as the commissioners had in 1884-85 the greatest diffi- 
culty in borrowing the money requisite to proceed with the water 
works, it was impossible to take up the project at that time. When 
the loan of the commissioners for 1887-88 was placed on the 
and tenders invited for 12 lakhs, more than 34 lakhs were о 
above par. It was evident therefore that the difficulty of obtaining 
funds had disappeared. The Town Council appointed д 
committee to consider the project. 36 

The question laid before the meeti 
whether, they would endorse t 
by a small majority had adopte 


market 
ffered at 


snb- 
ng in the first instance was 


he decision which the Town Council 
d ; the decision was :- 
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under the law could only take up such land as would be bonafide 
required for public purposes. 

It was a fact that the access to the Bridge from the Calcutta side 
had always been deplorably defective. The approach to the 
Hooghly Bridge from the part of Calcutta which was lying east of 
the Strand Road, north of Canning Street апа south of Nimtollah, 
was most inconvenient. It was mainly due to the want of any 
better route that traffic along the Strand Road and Durmahatta 
was so seriously obstructed. The portion of the Town of Calcutta 
included in the limits above described contained many of the most 
important business quarters of the city and one-third of its entire 
population. Therefore, for this large and important section of the 
Town, the proposed new street would form the special approach to 
the Hooghly Bridge, and that the congested thoroughfare of the 
Strand Road would be proportionately relieved. *iti 

So far the estimates showed, the net cost of the Chitpore portion 
would be about 11 lakhs and of the whole road about 15 lakhs so 
that in the former case the contribution from the Bridge would be 
about 5j lakhs and in the latter case 33 lakhs. The Bridge debt 
was cleared on the 6th June 1887, and on the 31st March there 
would be an accumulation of about 2 lakhs after paying all expenses 
for the year and placing the Bridge in thorough order. The Commi- 
Ssioners, thérefore, prayed to the Government that the balance 
accumulated on the 31st March next might be made over to them 
as a first instalment to be used in payment of any interest which 
might fall due for sums borrowed by them. to acquire the land 
necessary for the new road, and that this might be increased by 
further payments to meet a definite proportion of the net cost of 
the road and they also suggested that the tolls be maintained either 
at their present orata reduced rate till the total contribution was 
made up. They also suggested an alternative, viz., that the necess- 
ary funds ‘might be advanced asa loan from Government and no 
charge for interest might be made till the net cost of the work 
including interest was ascertained.?" 

Т.Е. О. Conor, Assistant Secretary to the Government of India 
in the Finance and Commerce Department informed the Secretary 
to the Government of Bengal, Financial Department under letter 
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No. 2313 dated the 9th May 1890, that the Governor-General-in- 
Council had sanctioned under Section 401 of the Bengal Act 11 of 
1888 (i) the borrowing by the Municipal Corporation of Calcutta 
two lakhs of rupees from the Howrah Bridge Fund without interest 
for three years and (2) the raising of loan of thirty lakhs of rupees 
by the Corporation for the central road and other purpose, on 
debentures for 30 years, at a rate of interest not exceeding 5 percent 
per annum; this loan to be in lieu of the loan of 50 lakhs, the 
raising of which was authorised in the letter from that Department 
No. 3404 dated the 4th July 1889. Thus the Harrison Road came 
into existence in 1892.38 
Section 25 of the Act 11 ( B.C.) of 1872, while providing for 
the application of funds raised under’ the Act, empowered the 
Justices in the case of Calcutta, and the Municipal Commissioners 
in the case of the suburbs, to pay to the credit of an account, to be 
Called the Fire Brigade Account, the unexpended balance of all 
sums realised under the Act. The Act, however, contained no 
provision for the disposal of the unexpended balance. This commi- 
ssion was remedied by subsequent legislation and Section 7 of the 
‘Act 11 (B. C.) of 1875, accordingly provided that the balance 
‘should be applied by the Justices for the benefit of the Town of 
‘Calcutta and the’ suburbs in such manner as the Lieutenant- 
Governor ‘of Bengal might direct. A' sum of Rs? 60,000 was 
accordingly placed at the disposal of the Calcutta Municipality on 
‘the Sth April 1884, for the improvement of the Chitpore Road 
which would afford further facilities for the jute traffic which was 
‘gradually increasing. Land was acquired for the Calcutta 
Tramways: company at the Junction of the Lower Circular Road 
"and Russapugal Road,39 
The question of amalgamating the town of Calcutta with the 
диш portions of the suburbs, was again raised in the year 1886, 
‘A Committee was appointed by the Government on the 20th June 


-1885,* to prepare а scheme for the Said amalgamation. H. J. 
Reynolds, President of the Commi 
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Entally, Baniapukur and Tollygunge, the whole of Ballygunge, 
Bhowanipore, Ekbalpore and Watgunge and nearly the whole of the 
Alipore, the eastern half of Garden Reach and a small area of 
South-east of Tollygunge. The Lieutenant-Governor submitted 
the proposal to the Government of India, Home Department for 
approval. The Government of India appreciated the scheme.*? 


During the period from 1876 to 1900 ап era of development 
was set іп motion. During the 12 years between 1876 to 1888, 
more than 21 lakhs of rupees had been spent yearly on drainage 
work. The total number of premises conducted with the sewers on 
the 31st March 1888 was 23,849 ; the number. similarly connected 
upto the end of 1876 was 7,214 only. In 1876 there were 47 miles 
of pipe sewers, in 1888 there were 144 miles. The old open drains 
and elongated cess-pools, had been obliterated. Arrangements had 
also been made for drainage inspection, flushing and cleaning the 
sewers. In 1876 the average quantity of filtered water supplied to 
the Town per diem was 6,541,154 gallons and of unfiltered water 
721,675 gallons. During the year 1887 and 1888 the average 
supply had increased to 10,326,601 and 2,501,830 gallons respec- 
tively. A comprehensive scheme of extension had been sanctioned 
by the commissioners which not only increased the supply of 
filtered water to the Town to 16,000,000 gallons, but also provided 
an additional four million gallons for the suburbs by 1900. The 
road way of the Town had been augmented during the 12 years 
from 1876 to 1888, by about 10 percent. The lighting of the Town 
had increased from 3,418 lamps to 4,761 lamps. About 240 impure 
and insanitary tanks had been filled up. In the place of tanks, the 
Town had been studded with 86 bathing platforms. Six public 
Squares had been constructed. А 


An attempt had been made to deal with the almost intractable 


problem of bustee reclamation. Jt was through the personal 
exertions of the Chairman, Sir Henry Harrison, that organised 
measurés had been adopted to reconstruct and arrange those bustees 
to ventilate them by roads, and to remove refuse from them daily. 
The actual expenditure against the head bustees for the years had 
been as follows :— 


c—2 
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Year Total (Rs.) 
1883-84 50,631 
1884-85 1,58,911 
1885-86 1,78,675 


Source: Proceedings in the Municipal Department, 
April 1887, 


The expenditure actually incurred under the head of Town and 
Bustee improvements was Rs. 3,33,416 in 1888 against Rs. 2,03,244 
in the previous year. The changes effected during the 12 years 
from 1876-1888, had been more rapid and decisive than in the 
twenty years which preceeded them. The problem of the bustees, 
however, remained acute. +1 

The report of the committee of the Bengal National Chamber of 
Commerce noted the tremendous growth of Calcutta in 1899 in the 
following words :— . 

"Reviewing the work of the commissioners аз a whole and 
comprising the present condition of Calcutta with its 
condition thirty years back, it must be said to the credit of 
the Commissioners that they had converted Calcutta into a 
sanitarium. During the Space of twenty years, what. the 
commissioners had done, by the 'extension of the filtered 
water supply, by the completion of under-ground sewerage, 
and its extension to the suburbs, by the introduction of 
unfiltered water for flushing and other purpose, by the 
“introduction of Bustee improvement and Bustee conservancy 
and by various other improvements.” 42 

It seems tò me that the readers are now in a position to imagine 

from the foregoing survey the trend of. tremendous growth that had 


been shaping Calcutta since the begining of the second half of the 
I9th century. 
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I. Н. Nish, Bengal Chamber of Commerce d Industry, 1834-1853, рр.15-21. 
According to Мг. Nish the following 36 important foreign firms had 
been carrying on brick business in Calcutta since 1830. 

Messrs Allen, Deffell-& Co.; Арсаг & Co.,  Agabeg Brothers, 
Crooke & Grey Со.; Eglinton & Co., Gillanders Arbuthnot & Co. , 
Gisborne & Со. ; Gladstone, Wyllie & Co., Gordon, Stuart & -Со.; 
Griffiths & Co.; Gunter, Greenaway & Co. ; Jomieson & Co.; Leach 
Kettlewell & Co. ; Mackillop, Stewart & Co.; Martin, Pillans & Co. ; 
Joynt & Co. ; Livingston, Dearman & Withers; D, C. Маскеу; Mendes 
& Co. ; J, Н. Norman ; Robinson, Balfour & Co. ; Smith, Farie & Co. ; 
Shand, Farlie & Co. ; Stewart Ford & Co.; Thomas Scots, Watson, 
Borradaile & Со.; Jardine, Skinner & Co.; Kelsall, Hoare & Co. ; 
Willis and Earle; Wattenback, Heilgers & Co.; Lyall Matheson, 
Colville Gilmore ; Cockerell & Co. ; Cowie and Соу ; Turner Stopford— 
these were some of the important foreign firms, in Caleutta, which had 
been carrying on brick business in Calcutta since 1830. 

Н. Beverley, op-cit, Р: 57; Е. W. Simms, Report on the Survey of 
Calcutta, Part-I, 1850 ; Major Ralph Smyth, Statistical and Geographical 
Report of the 24-Parganas District, 1857. 

Н. Beverley, op-cit, рр. 17-18. 
Ibid, р. 61; Annual Report of t 
April, 1865. 


һе Bengal Chamber of Commerce upto 30th 


List of foreign-firms. 
Messrs. Agabeg Joseph & Co.; Argenti Scchiari & Co.; Atkinson 


Tilton & Co. ; Barton Baynes & Co. ; Begg Dunlop & Co. ; Balfour & 
Co. ; Borradaile, Schiller & Co.; Camin, Lamourous & Co.; Carlisles 
Nephows & Co.; Campbell Robert, Colvin, Cowie & Co. ; Crooke, 
Rome & Co.; De-Souza, Thos & Co.; Duff, Thos & Co. ; Durras- 
chmidt ; Grob & Co. ; Ernsthausen & Oesterby ; Euing & Co.; Elliot 
John & Co. ; Fergusson J. H.; Finlayson, Alex Vs. Co.; Fuller, W.H. ; 
Graf & Banziger Grindlay & Co. ; Grant, Smith & Co. ; Graham & Со. ; 
Gentle, R. ; Henderson & Co. ; Henderson, George & Co.; Heron & 
Co.; Hoare Miler & Со.; Halford №. ; Kettlewell, Bullen & Со. ; 
Kelly & Co. ; Ker, Dods & Co. ; Lathbury, H. ; Mackinnon, Meckenzie 
& Co. ; Mackenzie Lyal & Co.; Mackey & Co. ; Маскеу Б. Brown & 
Co.; Mair & Co. ; Moran W. & Co.; Mosley & Hurst; Pearce, Macrac 
& Co.; Pennington & Co.; Pchmoller, G. & Co.; Pichseh, G. ; 
Playfair, Duncan & Co.; Potter & Со. ; Prestwich, E. & Co.; Petro- 
cochino E. E. & Co. ; Pickford Mathewson & Co.; Ralli Brothers ; 
Ralli & Mavrojani; Robert & Charriol ; Schilizzi & Co. ; Schneider, 
J. P. ; Schoene; Kilburn & Co. ; Smith, D. A, & Co. ; Smith, Samuel, 
Bons & Co. ; Stevenson Peel & Co.; Stewart, У, M. C. & Co. ; Smith, 
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W.H.; Barry & Co.; Thomas, R, & Co.: Turner Morrison & Со.; 
Toulmin, L. W. & Co.; Watson T. O. & Co.; Whyte, G. A, & Co.; 


Whitney Brothers & Co. ; Wiseman Snead & Co. : Weskina, C. & Co. : 
Yule, Andrew & Со. ; ete. 


Annual Report on the Administration 


of the Bengal Presidency Govern- 
ment of Bengal, 1868-69, 70-71. 


H. Beverley, op-cit., 1876, 1881, р. 13; С. W. Tyson, Bengal Chamber 
of Commerce & Industry, 4 Centenary Survey, 1853, рр. 58-59 ; Report 
onthe Indian Jute Manufacturers’ Association, 1885-1900 ; Report of 
the Calcutta Baled Jute Association, 1892-1900 ; Report on the Import 
Trade Association, 1900. Messrs, Barlow & Co. ; Ullamann, Hirschhorn 


& Co. ; A. Agelasto & Co. ; Anderson Wright & Co, ; Barry & Co, ; Mac- 


neill & Co. ; Emssthueen & Со. ; Thomas Duff & Co. Ltd., Finlay, Muir & 
; Arracan, The Co. Ltd. ; Bathgaten 


Co. ; Birkmyre Brothers ; Bird & Co, 


Pim & Co, ; ‘Becker, Ross & Co, ; Berthond & Co. ; Grunberg Brothers i 
Hadenfeldt & Co. ; King L. & Co. ; Macleod & Co. ; Panchaud & Co. ; 


Petro Co.; China Brothers ; Robinson, Morrison & Co. ; Sassoon, Е, D, 
& Co. ; Schroder, Smidt & Со. ; Duffns, J. С. & Co. ; Mangos Smith & 
Co. ; Mae Dowell & Co. ; Rushton, Mr. J. ; Scott, James & Sons ; Smith, 
Mevicar & Со. ; Steel, В, & Co. Ltd. ; Voigt & Co. ; Baxter & Stavridi ; 
Burn W. J, & Co, ; Cartwright Н. D. & Co.; Charles Stewart & Co, ; 
Connew Mr. С. м.; Haworth, W. & Со. ; John Mr. А. M,; Koch, 
Marcus & Co. ; Landale & Clerk ; Luke James & Sons ; Mae John, J. & 
Co. ; Mactavish, W.B. & Co. ; Mangos, C.D. & Co. ; Massey & Co, ; Moyes 
Mr: J. A. ; Pallachi, F. С, & Co.; Posner & Co ; Rees, Mr, W, 0. ; 
Robert Son & Co.; Sarkies & Со, ; Sinclair & ECK.; Sinclair, 
& Co. ; Thaddeus T. M. & Co. H 
& Co. ; Landale & Morgan ; Abr, 


Beinoglon, Mr. E. ; Boisogomoff 


Murry 
Valetta, N. J. & Co. ; Watson Sibthrop 
aham А. Е. J. & Co. 3 Arathoon Mr, T. ; 
J. & Co, Соһеп, Aaron, Мг. А. Соһеп, 
Elias & Co. ; Galstaun, Мг, J, С, ; Georgiadi, G.A, & Со. ; Gregory & Со, " 
Kelmis, A, & Co.; Kerr ALP. & Co. ; Lazarus Mr, J.; 
Mr. A.; Mackertich, A. S. & Co. $ 
Schollay & Со. Ltd. 


Mackertich A 


Mangos Mr. A. D. & Co. Pugh, 
3 Sarkies M, & Sons,. 
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Н. Bell, Urder Secretary to the Government of Bengal to the 
Commissioner of Police, Calcutta, Мо. 184A, dated the 21st January 


1861; and letter No. 185A, dated the 21st January 1861 and letter No. 
60A, dated the 5th January 1861) ; 


23. Proceedings in thé Marine Department (Port Trust Branch) October 


1873, (Letter No, 3808, dated the 27th October 1873 ; from L. С, Abbot, 
Additional Under Secretary to the Government of Bengal to the Vice- 
Chairman, Port Trust Commissioners) H 


24. Annual Report on the Administration of the Bengal Presidency 1865-66. 


Copy of the Notification dated the 17th November 1860 


“It being intended to convert to the public use the lands lying between 
Strand Road and the bank of the River Hooghly within the Town of 
Caleutta, the whole of which lands are the property of the Government. 
Notice is hereby given that all persons occupying lands on that portion 
of the River bank which is included between Prosunno Coomer's Ghat 
on the north and the Nawaub's Ghat on the south, are required to 
vacate their respective lots on or before the 25th January next, from 
which date that portion of the River will be taken possession of by the 
officiating Superintendent of Roads,” 


Calcutta, John, B. Roborts 
the 17th November 1860. Officiating Superintendent 
of Roads. 
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Proceedings in the Municipal Department April 1887 (Letter from 
Sir Henry Harrison, Chairman of the Corporation of Calcutta, to the 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Municipal Department No. 662, 
dated the 30th March 1387) Report of the Bengal Chamber of 
Commerce, 1st May 1887 to 31st January 1888 (Copy of the letter from 
Municipal Corporation of Calcutta to the Government of Bengal, 
No. 176, dated the 27th January 1888) ; 

Report of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, Ist May 1887 to ist 
January 1888 (Letter No. 176, dated the 27th January 1888) ; 
Proceedings in the Municipal Department, May 1890, (Letter from J.E.O. 
Conor, Assistant Sécrotary to the Government of India, Financial, 
Commoerco Department to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
Financial Department, No. 2313, dated the 9th May 1890) ; Proceedings 
in the Municipal Department, May 1900 (Letter No. 1807M, dated the 
17th April 1900 ; From E. N. Baker, Secretary to the Govornment of 
Bengal to the Chairman of the Corporation) ; 

Proceedings in the Municipal Department, February 1885, Branch 
Municipal, Head—Miscellaneous. (Letter from Colman Macaulay, 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal to the Government of India, 
No. 1248T-M, dated the 18th August 1884; Letter No. 52, dated the 
15th January 1885; Letter from E. М. Baker, Under Secretary to the 
Government of Bengal, in tho Municipal Department to the Solicitor to 
the Government, No. 481, dated the 13th February 1885) ; 

Proceedings in the Municipal Department, March 1886, Branch 
(Letter from J. Wareedgar, Officiating Secretary to 


(Miscellaneous), í 
tho Government of Bengal to the Secretary to the Government of India, 


Home Department, No. 448 dated the 29th January 1880) ; 
Proceedings in the Municipal Department, November 1888, (Letter 
from Sir Henry L. Harrison, Chairman of the Corporation of the Town 


of Calcutta, to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, Municipal 
R H 
Department No. M = 15 dated the 6th October 1888) ; 


Report of the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce, 1899. h 


СНАРТЕК П 
ТНЕ САГСОТТА РОВТ 


With the growth of Calcutta, mercantile activities in the Calcutta 
proper and in the satellite towns received a tremendous filip ; and 
the growth of trade got a further stimulus with the opening of rail- 
ways,and new lines of communications. Naturally the port of 
Calcutta called for further improvement, creation of wet docks was 
a must for the authority. It is interesting to note that upto 1860, 
the port of Calcutta had a very small defined hinterland-comprising 
only Howrah, Hooghly, 24-Parganas, and a small part of Eastern 
Bengal. But the establishment of jute and cotton factories in 
Calcutta and suburbs and opening of new lines of communications, 
pecially railways, helped much to develop the area of the hinter- 
land of Calcutta port. By 1900 the port of Calcutta had to serve 
‘a wide and expanding hinterland. The Calcutta port supplied the 
whole of Bengal and Bihar, Assam and a portion of North-Western 
Provinces with salt while the piece-goods of England through this 
port spread over a still larger area. With the advent of big 
machines, European manufactured goods were distributed through- 
out North India from Calcutta. Calcutta's hinterland supplied the 
industrialized countries of Europe with commodities like indigo and 
cotton. In course of time the growing cultivation of cash crops like 
opium, jute and tea added a new importance to Calcutta's hinter- 
land. Growth of industries in the region and the introduction of 
steam navigation and railways in the nineteenth century changed 
the face of this hinterland. The jute textile industry, was located 
inthisarea and finally the rapid development of coal industry, 
since 1895, added a new dimension to the port of Calcutta and its 
hinterland. Manganese ore, iron ore also were exported from this 
рогі! 

But the history of development of the port of Calcutta to facili- 
tate the: trade upto the year 1868 was a history of plans, projects, 
commissions of enquiry. Much was proposed but nothing came out 
of it. The use of Diamond Harbour Anchorage as a place of 
loading and discharge was abandoned. ® 
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Now let us examine the above proposition. The following figures 
will show the rate at which the jute trade increased steadily upto 
the years 1872-73. 


rerage of five years 


Year Quantity —Cwts | Value ks, Ав. P. 

From 1833-34 to 1837-38 67,483 1,656,404 1/5 

n 1838.39 to 1842-43 117,047 3/5 23,06, 21 2/5 

” 1843-44 to 1847-48 234,055 4/5 5,12,254 4/5 

„ 1848-49 to 1852.53 439,850 12,98,334 1/5 

» 1853-54 to 1857-58 710,826 3/5 25,96,681 

~ 1859-59 to 1862-63 969,724 52,17,742 

ys 1863-64 to 1867-68 2,628,110 1,22,59,185 4/5 

" 1808-09 to 1872-73 4,858,162 4/5 3,01,00,223 1/5 


ee SS ee 


Source: Report on the cultivation of and Trade 
in jute in Bengal—Hem Chandra Kerr 


In the year 1828-29 the total export of jute to Europe came 
upto the extent of only 496 maunds—a very insignificant quantity. 
In the following years the export rose to 2,422 maunds, and ever 
since it went on increasing till it reached a large figure of 7,255,689 
Cwts. in 1872-73. Originally the exports were destined almost 
exclusively for Great Britain, Bombay ; and North America taking 
only very small consignments. The export to England rose in ten 
years from 496 maunds in 1828-29 to 107, 582 Cwts. in 1838-39. 
The three successive, decennial periods from 1838-39 showed 337, 
886 Cwts. in 1848-49, 317,999 Cwts. in 1858-59 and 3,208,718 Cwts. 
in 1868-69. In 1872-73 the exports to Great Britain amounted to 
the enormous amount of 5,709,436 besides cuttings and rejections 
of which a total amount of 1,546,253 Cwts. were sent to that 
country, The American demand also rose 1,797 maunds in 1831-32 
to 307,718 Cwts. in 1872-73, in addition to 1,158,895 Cisl óf 
cuttings and rejections. France stepped into the mart for the first 
time in 1836-37 when its réquirement amounted to only 3,072 Cwts. 
‘The first heavy demand made by this country was in 1845-46, when 
it took 9,708 Cwts. followed in the next year by 21,048 Cwts., ever 
since which exports to that country had gradually increased and 
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amounted to 137,126 Cwts. in 1872-73. Exports to Borhbay had 
increased from 1,095 Cwts. in 1831-32 to 158,073 Cwts. in 1872-73. 
The other ports to which jute was exported were Amsterdam, 
Australia, Cape, Ceylon, China, Italy, Madras, Pegu, Straits settle- 
ments, and Trieste. 

The following:statement will show the growth of rice trade and 
the actual amount of export of rice and paddy from Bengal through 
the Calcutta Port. 


Years Quantities in tons 
1855-56 bd 297,051 
1856-57 ae 302,613 
1857-58 ase 290,056 
1858-59 c.. 169,473 
1859-60 РА 165,082 
1860-61 || p 251,080 
1861-62 + 342,315 
1862-63 ү 376,394 
1263-64 =; 399,741 
1864-65 ve». 404,609 
1865-66 эчә. 256,346 
1866-67 m 155,315 
1867-68 А 266,182 
1868.69 dco 248,553 
1869-70 vt 192,691 
1970-71 9 274,278 
1871-72 $ 256,259 
1872-73 356,953 


This trade began to flourish after 1860-61.* 
Source: The Calcutta Review, Vol.—LVIII pp. 172-173. 


Actually speaking, the total sea-borne trade of Calcutta, between 
1854-and-1864, had more than doubled and had risen from Rs. 
719,13 crores to Rs. 40,53 crores, Since 1860 a general tendency 
towards expansion became clearly visible, 
far to seek. A shift from а purely agricultural 
trial economy was already under way ; 
by cash crops; the jute mill industry 


The reasons were not 
€conomy to an indus- 
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mented by cottage industries апда nominal foreign trade felt the 
impact of World trade. Improved communication system also 
added much to this development. Ву 1870 a general system. of 
railways was established. It helped, certainly, the Calcutta Port 
to develop a link with the greater East Bengal, Bihar, Orissa, thus 
widening the hinterland of Calcutta Port. 

In view of this increasing tendency of the trade of the Calcutta 
port towards growth, it became very soon imperative to overhaul 
the port administration. There was a growing awareness among 
the traders in Calcutta that the commerce of the country flowing 
through the funnel of Calcutta port was limited by the capacity of 
the terminal facilities of that port.? ] 

The Bengal Chamber of Commerce сате into being at a meeting 
on 31st March 1834. The late Edward Thompson bracketed the 
Chief heads of Indo-British relations in the period 1830 to 1857 
under the omnibus caption “Reform Interference Aggression, 
Estrangement”. From 1853-1858 the local problems which came 
up for discussion largely centred round the development of the port 
and such subjects as good pilotage services, adequate approaches 
to the rivers bank, the provision of port installation, and the need 
for upto-date facilities to handle the rapidly growing trade of 
Calcutta which the merchants of this city, regarded as almost wholly 
due to their enterprise. The steadily expanding volume of trade, 
both overseas and with the hinterland, called for forward planning." 
Lord Bentinck in 1835 had discussed the objectionable regulations 
in the standing orders of the Marine Department and suggested 
remedies for the protection of the interests of the Government and 
for securing the members of the pilot service proper support in the 
performance of their duties as well as immunity from blame. A 
committee for proper investigation was appointed by him, But 
nothing came out of it. 

But the mercantile community began to press the Government 
again in 1842 for the construction of wet docks. Various committees 
were set up, plans were formulated for a number of times. Propo- 
sals for the construction of docks at the bed of Tolly’s Nullah or at 
Akra or at Howrah or between Akra and Garden Reach or at 
Kidderpore were forwarded to the Government. 
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Again in 1843 the attention of the Government of Bengal was 
drawn towards the conjested state of the port by a committee 
appointed by the Government himself to enquire into the causes of 
devastation made by the hurricane of 1842. The Government then 
perceived the necessity of constructing wet docks. In may 1944 а 
wet dock committee, appointed under the President-ship of 
Lieutenant Colonel Forbes, strongly recommended the construction 
of wet docks at Kidderpore and a Joint Stock Company for finan- 
cing the project. But upto 1864 every thing remained under the 
red tape. In 1853, Henderson and Greaves, two engincers, had 
discussed the entire question of the trade of the port in a lettér 
addressed to Lord Dalhousie. At the same time a scheme for 
making the Matlah river the outlet and inlet of a portion of the 
trade of Bengal was taken in hand. The result was that the atten- 
tion of the Government was diverted from the Calcutta port: which 
was left unattended.? 

But from the year 1858 the demand for a wet dock from the 
Bengal Chamber of Commerce became persistent, The Committee, 
in a letter dated 29th December, 1858, wrote “The time has now 


arrived when nothing less than the absolute possession of wet dock 
accommodation will satisfy 


extending commerce of Ben 
was also served in 1863,10 


the increasing requirements of the 
gal" А representation to that effect 


In 1864, а committee, under the president-ship of С. Noble was 
appointed, which examined various schemes for wet docks in the 


Suburbs of Calcutta viz., at Howrah, at Chitpore, at Sealdah, at 
Kidderpore and at Akra,11 


The wet dock committee 
docks if constructed at С, 
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advantages. The Kidderpore-site would involve four miles of 
railway through the suburbs of Calcutta and docks at Akra would 
require a still greater length of time. Again “аз it is from that 
quarter that the wind blows almost constantly during the hot 
months of the year, when the risk of the development of offensive 
effuvia may be considered the greatest. ‘Thirdly, there were 
difficulties of providing for the crews of ships brought into the wet 
docks. Then again great care should be taken to prevent accident 
from fire. А most important consideration in the practical utility 
and convenience of docks when constructed, would be their acces- 
sibility to the merchants whose business were transacted in them. 
From that point of view the Chitpore site and Kidderpore were 
much on par. The latter, however, according to the Committee, 
was less advantageous ; and. to the uncommercial public this site 
would be a cause of inconvenience, as leading to the creation of a 
heavy goods traffic accross the part of the town occupied by the 
European inhabitants. Therefore, Chitpore was recommended to 
be the best site for the construction of wet docks. But for the 
present they considered the construction of jetties etc. to be more 
important. The Committee noted: “The increase of the trade 
during the last few years leads, however, to the conclusion, that all 
possible aids will very soon be required and that, although there. 
seems no reason for trying to force the development of any one 
means of relief, or to stimulate the construction of wet docks in any 


exceptional way, yet the Government will do well to give all rea- 
sonable facilities, short of direct pecuniary aid or guarantee or 


interest, to every well considered and suitable scheme for improve- 
ment. The Committee, therefore, is of opinion, that the proposals 
of the Calcutta Dock and wharves company represented by Mr. 
Prestage for constructing docks at Kidderpore, which involve the 
grant of the necessary land, at a cost of £ 300,000 and of a 5 percent 
guarantee on the outlay of the company, estimated at one million 
to' be obtained by a general rate on all shipping entering the port - 
of Calcutta should be rejected by the Government.” Thus the 
committee laid much stress on the construction of jetties.! 2 

After the failure of the Port Canning Scheme, Anderson Ferguson 
and Henfry forwarded a project to the Government in 1861. ‘They 


~ 
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also suggested the construction of jetties. The Committee, to which 
that scheme was referred to, had also under consideration a scheme 
by Bradford Leslie for a continuous wharf-wall from Clive Ghat to 
Chandpal Ghat. The Committee discussed the pros and cons of 
both the designs and inferred that the present growth of trade of the 
Calcutta Port required the construction of screwpile jetties and. this 
work should be entrusted to a public body subject to the Government 
control and supervision. On. the basis of these recommendations 
steps were taken in 1863 for the formation of a River Trust for the 
improvement of the port.13 
In 1866 the first River Trust for improving the port of Calcutta 
came into being by virtue of the Act X (В. С.) of that year. On 
the 6th July, Lieutenant Colonel J. E. T.—Nicolls В. E., Captain 
H. Howe, Mr. Ferdinand Schiller, and Mr. John Skinner were 
appointed by the Lieutenant Governor, under Section 4, Act X 
(В. С.) of 1866, to form the committee of Justices for the improve- 
ment of the port of Calcutta, the Chairman of the Justices being 
ex-officio’ Chairman. of the Committee, Mr. А. T. T. Paterson, 
Mr. C. В. Scott Moncrieff who was also the Vice-President of the 
Bengal Chamber of Commerce, Mr. А. M. Dowleans, J. B. Knight 
and Baboo Degumber Mitter were elected by the Justices to work 
as members. From: the Very commencement of the discussions 
оп this important subject, the chamber called for the appoint- 
ment of a "Trust wholly independent of the Municipility of 
Calcutta. The Government of India originally fully concurred in 
this view. Therefore much disappointment was felt by the chamber 
when the Government of Beng: 
improvement of the 
the Justices, 
Bengal and to 
Trust Commi 


landing and shipment о 
immediate income, Mr. H. Leon 
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wharfs adopted to meet the want of boats and country vessels. 
Simultaneously, measures might be adopted for providing а few 
jetties or wharfs for sea-going ships. Suitable sheds for the. recep- 
tion of goods would also have to be constructed. 

However, this newly formed River Trust could not make much 
progres. Mr. C. R. Scott Moncrieff, Vice President of the chamber 
addressed a meeting thus, “what have they done during these nine 
months? As one of that committee I am in a position to speak 
with some authority on the subject, and I grieve to have to, state 
that, beyond appointing an Engineer to superintend the surveys, 
& С, the Committee has done nothing, owing to the delays caused 
by references from the committee to the general body of Justices, 
and from there to the Government of Bengal, and from that to. the 
Government of India ; months of precious time have been wasted, 
and now the committee finds itself fairly fixed. Under the Act they 
cannot borrow money for their operations until they have submitted 
a scheme for the improvement of the port, and that has been,sanc- 
tioned by the Government of Bengal, but they find it impossible to 
prepare a scheme of the kind required without a considerable 
expenditure of money, and they may not borrow until their scheme 
is ripe for execution. In this dilemma they have, referred, {о the 
Government for advice how to act, and thus almost at the outset 
the machinery has wholly broken down." Thus the River 
Trust ended іп smoke in 1867 after а very brief shakey 
existence, ! 4 

The improvement of the port pf; Calcutta. engaged again the 
serious attention of Government during the later part of 1868. It 
happened, from various causes, that the committee which had been 
appointed under Act X of 1866, i.c, the River Trust Committee, 
for the improvement of the port, resigned in October. Itis true 
that the committee had done little in the way of actual i improvement 
but they had collected some valuable | information, and their 
Engineer Mr. Leonard, had produced several plans and estimates, 
all of which were made over to Government on the resignation of 
the committee. Meanwhile the improvement required on the river 
bank was in progress through the direct agency of Government, 
Any way; we have seen that the plans chalked out by Mr. Leonard 
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embraced three main proposals ; the provision for accommodation 
for shipping, for inland steamers and for country boats. 

î To meet the first of these requirements, the construction of four 
Iron Screw Pile Jetties with steam cranes goods sheds had been 
sanctioned. These Jetties were to be set up on the Hooghly Strand 
Bank; between Armenian Ghat and the Bonded warehouse. Brick- 
work in abutments and shed foundations had already begun and the 
iron had been ordered from England. Two other jetties had been 
ordered from England through the Secretary of State. The accom- 
modation required for inland steamers was intended to be provided 
on the Strand Bank, north of Armenian Ghat, The foreshore of the 
river bank between Aheereetollah Ghat and the Mint was being 
rapidly reclaimed, and a properly paved slope was being formed, up 
which'the cargo of country boats might be conviently carried. 
Originally it was intended to provide goods sheds апа small jetties 
on this part of the bank, but as the work which had been sanctioned, 
appeared the most likely to be useful, it was thought better to 
postpone these additional improvements, which might be added at 
any time thereafter. The improvement of the Hooghly channels 
also received attention.15 

Therefore it can rightly be said that the history of development 
of the port of Calcutta upto 1868 was a history of plans and 
projects. 

In 1869 the Government sanctioned the construction of two 
more screwpile jetties with sheds and these works were still in 
progress at the time of the transfer to the Port Commissioners. But 
itwasinthe seventies that an era of actual development ofthe 
port began. In order to form a permanent body for the administra- 
tion of the port of Calcutta a bill was introduced in the Council in 
January 1870. In order to ро ahed with the works already taken, 
the council passed a short act in 1869 asin interim measure. The 
Act V of 1870 received the assent of the Governor-General-in 
Council on August 12, 1870 and took effect on October 17, 1870. 
Thus the Calcutta Port Trust came into being to play a vital role in 
the growth of the Calcutta Port and its hinterland. The Trust 
launched its journey with only nine members including the 
Chairman’ and Vice-Chairman, V. H. Schalch, a member of the 
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Board of Revenue, and W. Duff Bruce were appointed Chairman 
and Vice-Chairman of the Trust respectively. W. Duff Bruce was 
also appointed ex-officio Engineer. Other members of the Trust 
were Т. A. Apcar, J. A. Crawford, T. Е. Elridge, Stuart Hogg, J. D. 
Knight, J. F. Rutherford, T. H. Wordie.!? 

Indian mearcantile comunity was not represented atthe first 
instance. Two additional members, Mr. H. Howe and Babu Doorga 
Churan Law of Messrs. Prawn Kissen Law & Company, were 
taken in the committee as а result of an amendment of the Act of 
1870 in June 1871. By the Act VII of 1871 the number of Commi- 
ssioners was raised from nine to twelve. This number was again 
increased to thirteen by Act I of 1881 and finally to fifteen, partly 
nominated and partly elected, by the Act IIT of 1890. R. D. 
Mehta represented the interest of Bengal National Chamber of 


Commerce.! * 

With the advent of seventies а new age of tremendous trade 
development was set in motion. The steady enlargement of the 
Bengal Chamber's field of activities in the thirty years from 1870 
onward is illustrative of the tremendous growth of Indian trade and 
industry during the last three decades of the 19th century. 
According to G. W. Tyson an anonymous author estimated the 
countrie’s imports at £ 8:25 millions, and exports at 87 millions in 
the year 1828-29. In each case Calcutta’s share of the trade was 
given as over £ 5 millions. The principal articles of export 
were opium, indigo and cotton wool, in that order, with opium 
and indigo accounting for more than half of the total value of all 
which also included small quantities of cotton manufactures, 
sugar and saltpetre. “The mercantile interests 
“are 


exports, 


corn and grain, 
of the interior of the country in particular” say Trevelyan 
involved in great obscurity. The merchants of the upper Provinces 
know nothing of the trade of the lower Provinces. The merchants 
of the lower Provinces know nothing of what is passing above 
Mirzapore and the maritime trade is a branch separate from both,” 
But by the beginning of the seventies the picture had completely 
changed. Inter provincial trade had been freed of regressing transit 
duties, and the coming of the railway and the inland water 
transport services greatly facilitated the development of internal 
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commercial intercourse. The opening of the Suez Canal gave 
а tremendous impetus to India's foreign trade which in the 
five years from 1869, was running atan average annual value of 
exports and imports of ninety crores of rupees. It is true that it 
was no golden age, but it was a time for far reaching changes for 
both foreign and indigenous trading interests, 18 

A considerable number of jute mills, jute presses and cotton mills 
was established in and around Calcutta by this time and its number 
went on increasing day by day. Jute manufactures, gunny bags and 
cloths became the main items of exports from 1870 onwards ; raw 
jute also formed one of the main items of export ; but after 1870, 
jute manufactures and gunny cloth along with raw jutein bales 
formed three main items of export. The tradein gunny bags had 
shown a tremendous increase ; Australia and Straits settlement 
had taken more gunny-bags. The following figures show the yearly 


fluctuations of the export-trade in jute from Calcutta by sea during 
the years from 1867-68 to 1879-80. Í 


Yer Export of Jute and Jute cuttings 
from Calcutta in Cwts. 
1867-68 2,291,565 
1868-69 3,350,626 
1869-70 3,350,200 
1870-71 3,745,402 
1871-72 0,128,545 
1872-73 7,061,951 


Source : Proceedings in the Revenue Department, 
October, 1873. 


E И ЕД ЧИ Ачын p ee es 


Year Value of Jute and 
Jute cuttings, 
Rs. 
EYE 2,58,55,795 
iae 4,08,82,517 
-18 4,21,76,197 
1319-14 3,43,55,000 
1874-75 3245000 
1875-76 2,80,53,000 
1876-17 2,66,49,000 
1877-78 3,50,83000 
1878-79 3,63,65,000 
1879,80 duis 


,11,92,000 
Source: Annual R 
: eport on the Administrati 
of the Bengal Presidency 1879-80. ГА 
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Obviously it can be inferred from the above figures that, 
although there were some fluctations in the rate of growth, still a 
general tendency towards growth was sustained. 


Rice trade was also growing. In 1872-73 the large export to 
Jave was a new trade.!? About 339,657 and 362,489 Tons were 
exported from Calcutta in 1871-72 and 1872-73 respectively.?9 6% 
million Cwts. were exported by sea to other countries іп 1874-75. 
In 1876-77 there was 90 vessels with gross tonnage of 158,973 
employed of famine transport work. The rapid development of the 
exportation of wheat was an hopeful circumstance. Of this staple, 
3} million Cwts. were imported into Calcutta, of which 23 million’ 
Cwts. were exported by sea to foreign countries and halfa million 
Cwts. were kept for consumption in the city, during 1875-76.?! The 
exports of tea, which increased by 4,000,000 Lbs. in 1871-72, 
showed a further increase of 516,000 Lbs. in 1872-73 ; the increased 
exports of sugar must had been due to the goodness of the date and 
other sugar crops in lower Bengal. The. Tobaco export to Europe 
was almost а new trade during the year 1872-73. Ona general 
review of all the items of trade during 1872-73 of Calcutta, the 
Lieutenant Governor felt able to say that the Custom House returns 
testified that the yield of country produceand the general commerce 
of the country was fairly good.** 

The development of export-trade in hides and skins, particularly 
with the United States, had been most marked within 1878-79 ; the 
cause being, doubtless, the opening up of communications with the 
new districts in the interior by the extension of the railway system 
in Behar and Northern Bengal. “The expansion of trade was, no 
doubt, entirely to be accounted for by the prosperity of the people, 
combined with the recent development of railways and other 

- facilities of communication.” ? 3 à 

The increasing number of steamers appeared in the picture to 
replace the old sailing vessels. The following table on the number 
of sailing vessels and steamers visiting the port of Calcutta during 
1861-62, 1865-66, 1870-71, 1874-75, 1878-79, 1879-80, 1880-81 
and their average torinage, shows the tendency of the general trade 
of the port to pass away from the former class of shipping : — 


` 
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Sailing vessels Steamers 
Year Average | Ахегаде 
Number tonnage Number | tonnage 
1861.02 $03 кл y 89 Total 008,311] (Net 
1865-06 708 = 201. 4, 784,703 | tonnage) 
1870-71 672 991 259 1266 
к 1874-75 . 413 1037 454 1740 
1878-79 478 1112 489 1838 
1879-80 454 1250 442 1920 
1880-81 418 1194 506 1994 


———————— 


Source: Administration Report of the Port 
Commissioners, 1880-81 ; Report 
on the External Trade of Bengal. 


. From the above figures it can reasonably be inferred that by 
‘1879-80 the whole ofthe coasting trade had slipped from sailing 
vessels to steamers. Upto 1870, two steamers of P, & О. Company, 
one French Steamer, two China Steamers and a few other steamers 
were employed in the coasting trade. But after 1870 the Roys of 
Bhagyakul started a steamer company namely the Eastern Bengal 
Steam Navigation Company. Thus with the advent of steamers the 
export and import trade of the Calcutta Port got anew impetus. 
The following statement shows the aggregate value of imports and 
exports of the port of Calcutta :— 


Port | 


1871-72 > iex 
Calcutta (a) countries beyond (b) Foreign Ports— (c) Other 
Indian Limits— Aggregate British Indian 
Aggregate Value Value ports Aggregate 
Value 
(Rs.) + (Rs.) (Rs.) 
47,85,98,397 1,20,320 7,33,25,153 
| 1872-73 
“ЖОЖ. айы» 23 
ЖЕРЕ (в) Re, (b) Rs, (c) Rs. 
293820803 41,32,90,610 1,08,857 7,19,42,835 
| 1873-74 
va ESO син ol 
(à). Вв, (b) В». (о), Вә, 
i0 .10,85,88,100 91,330 11,53,18,574 
° 7 Source: Proceedings in the Fin 


ancial Department, 
September,1875. 
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The following figures will also show the steady progress of the 
export and import trade of Calcutta during the thirty years. from 
1870-71 to 1900-1901 :— Г e 


а 


ҮБАВ __Lakhs of Rupees 
Import | Exports 
1870-71 to 1874-75 16,48 23,59 
1875-76 to 1879-80 17,80 27,78 
1880-81 to 1884-85 . 21,50 33,08 
1885-86 to 1389-90 23,44 35,23 
1890-91 to 1894-95 25,95 39,97 
1895-96 to 1899-1900 28,46 45,59 
ˆ 1900 01 31,79 , 54,00 


Source: A Short History of Galcutta 
A. Roy. 


From the figures given above it would seem that although there 
was no remarkable expansion of the trade of Calcutta between 1872 
and 1876, there had been certainly a very remarkable expansion 
‘during the last five years i.e., from 1876-81. This expansion of 
trade of course meant increased activity in business circles and in 
the port. Therefore the improvement of the port became a must 
for the authority and they actually did it.?* : 

The Licutenant Governor on behalf of the Secretary. of State for 
India in Council, proposed to vest under the Act V (В. С.) 1870 
the immovable property of Government, extending along the river 
bank from Chandpaul Ghat to Aheereetollah Ghat, and lying on the 
riverside of the road ; and the ground lying between high and low 
water mark in the river from Aheereetollah Ghat to the Chitpore 
Canel subject to certain reservations.” ° Collector of Customs and 
Police Commissioner меге requested by H. S. Bedon, Under 
Secretary to the Government of Bengal to make over the balance 
which might be in hand on the 18th instant out of the account 
received for landing goods at the jetties and which had been collec- 
.ted on account of the rent due from the Strand Bank for the period 
subsequent to the 3156 of July together with the leases and other 
papers which were necessary to enable the Commissioners to collect 
the rents for the future.?9 Е. В. Boyce and J. W. Russel were 
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appointed to be Auditors of the accounts under Section 53 s Act LA 
(B. C.) of 1870.27 The Commissioner of Police and the Co ev 
Customs complied with the request. Н. S. Bedon also requested the 
Secretary ю the Government of Bengal, in the Public Works 
Department to transfer the estimated balance of a loan of ten lakhs 
of rupees referred to in schedule ‘A’ of the Асі, 28 

In a letter addressed to the officiating Secretary to the Goyern- 
ment of Bengal on the 20th October 1870, W. D. Bruce, the Vice- 
Chairman of the Port Trust, requested the Lieutenatit-Governor. to 
declare that jetties 1 to 4 were ready for receiving and landing 
goods from Sea-going vessels, and that the wharf on the east bank 
oftheriver Hooghly, extending from Aheereetollah Ghat on Ше 
north to the Jaggurnath Ghat оп the south was ready for receiving, 
landing and shipping goods from vessels not being sea-going 
vessels. ? 9 

Mr. J. A. Crawford, Collector of Customs in Calcutta observed 
that the jetties were altogether insufficient to accommodate the class 
of steamers that were, gradually, taking the place of sailing ships. 
To make the jetties suitable for these steamers, it was necessary that 
each jetty be made at least 195 feet long. The greater the facilities 
to unload, the quicker would the work be done and less the time 
occupied by each ship at jetty.30 

A plan and estimate of Rs, 99,032 |- 
dation of sheds at jetties Nos. 1, 2, 3 and 4, as submitted by the 
Vice-Chairman of the Port Trust under his letter No. 142 dated 
the 13th December 1870 was sanctioned by the Lieutenant- 
Governor on the 27th December 1870. The Lieutenant-Governor 
also sanctioned the plan and estimate of Rs. 28,016/-, for pulling 
down the old custom-house shed, and erectin 
jetty No. 6 and also the plan and estimate am 
for the construction of a new shed for jetty N 

Thus the Port Trust had at the be 


for doubling the accommo- 


g it again opposite the 
ounting to Rs,26,757/- 


01/5131 


Governor sanctioned а plan 
24,439/- on the proposed Strand Bank Road i 
Bengal Railway Station at Chitpore,32 


and estimate of Rs. 
n front of the Eastern 
At the first instance four 
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jetties, for the purpose of discharge only, and not for loading, were 
constructed by the Port Trust and these jetties during the first six 
months, offered accommodation to 52 vessels with a total tonnage 
of 47,774. The number of jetties built or remodelled by the Port 
Trust during 1871-72 rose to six and 143 vessels with a net tonnage 
of 222,446 got accommodation here. The jetty-heads were exten- 
ded to such an extent that the whole of the jetties became connected 
and formed a continuous wharf and sheds were built up for two 
additional jetties. The size ofthe sheds was also made double. 
Butthese jetties were not immediately popular especially with 
exporters. In order to encourage the use of these jetties, jetty 
charges were reduced in 1874. Provision was made for Armstrong's 
hydraulic cranes and a floating crane which could lift weights more 
than five tons. The new engine for the hydraulic cranes, sanctioned 
in 1881-82, was completed and started work inthe end of December. 
During the period of 1875-76 the condition of the Inland Vessels’ 
wharves drew special attention and {һе total length was increased 
to 17,780 ft. in 1880 and nearly 360,000 boats had discharged and 
loaded grains, seeds and loose jute at these wharves in that уеаг.3 3 
The Lieutenant-Governor sanctioned the estimate amounting to 
Rs. 21,300/- for the construction of the standing jetty on the land 
acquired by the Port Commissioners from Messrs. Ralli Brothers, 
in 1875.34 р 
The growth of inland trade was much facilitated by the opening 
ofthe Port Trust Railway. The necessity ofrailway connection 
was perceived immediately after the constitution of the Trust, and 
steps were taken to supply this want by the construction in 1876 of 
a line of railway connecting the Inland Vessels wharves and the 
jetties with the Eastern Bengal State Railway at Chitpore and also 
serving the local traffic between the Jute-Presses and the Jetties. 
The first stretch of Commissioners’ Railway line opened in 1875 
‚ extended from Bagh Bazar to Meerbohm Ghat.?^ The Lieutenant- 
Governor sanctioned, under Section 35 of Act V of 1870, the cons- 
truction of the proposed tramway on the riverside road between the 
Jetties and Bagh Bazar at an estimated cost of Rs. 1,75,000]- in 1875 
and informed the Port Commissioners that the two notifications for 
land required for the tramway would be published in the Calcutta 
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Gazettee.?9 The officiating Vice-Chairman to the Port Commissio- 
ners was informed, in reply to his letter No. 1691, dated the 13th 
November 1875, that notification regarding the land required to 
effect a junction between the Port Commissioners tramway and the 
municipal line of railway would be published in the next issue of 
the Calcutta Gazettee.37 Сео. Easton, Acting Assistant Secretary 
to the Government of Bengal informed the Vice-Chairman to the 
Port Commissioners on the 6th December 1875 that the Lieutenant- 
Governor had sanctioned, in supersession ‘of the ‘notification 
published in page 1332 of the Calcutta Gazettee of the 27th 
October 1875, the amended notification then received for taking 
up the land required for a tramway at.Chitpore.38 The declaration 
for the acquisition of land for tramway purposes to the north of the 
goods station of the Eastern Bengal Railway at Chitpore was 
notified on the 9th September 1878. А plan and estimate amoun- 
ting to Rs. 29,850/- for doubling the Port Commissioners Tramway 
on the extension from Chitpore Bridge to Cossipore also received 
the sanction of the Lieutenant-Governor on the 24th September 
1878. Again on the same date the Lieutenant-Governor issued a 
notification to the effect that a plan and estimate to the tune of 
Rs. 49,689/-, for the construction of additional lines of sidings for 
the above tramway had received his assent.2? 

The total expenditure on the tramway, during the year 1880-81, 
amounted to Rs. 58,436/-. Upto 1883, for the greater part of the 
way from Chitpore to the jetties, there were only two lines—one the 
running line, and the second a Siding оп which the waggons stood, 
while being loaded or unloaded. The line between Nimtollah 
Ghat and Ruthtollah was Sanctioned under Government Order No. 


sanctioned a third line being put do 
afforded considerable relief, but i 
the up and down trains, 


wn for this distance. This had 
t was still very awkward to work 
г 0 at the other parts of the line, where only а 
single line existed for the traffic. in both directions. With double 
lines of rails—one for the up traffic and the other for t 


he down—th 
tramway could do far more work than it did in 1883. : 


W.D. Bruce 
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asserted that the Commissioners should sanction the doubling of the 
line throughout. Due consideration must be given to the growing 
traffic. The traffic on the tramway was so steadily increasing that, 
the difficulty of working it on a single line was daily becoming more 
felt.4° The following statement shows the increase in Tramway 
Receipts during the following years :— 


EET rre e о 

1880.81 1881-82 1282-83 . 1883-84 (upto 

Rs. Rs, Rs. = Rs. March) 
1,43,901 1,35,151 1,59,401 41,432 


Source: Proceedings in thc Marine Department 
| (Port Trust) September 1883. 


But the more accurate picture is given below :— 


pex 
1асоте 
| 
1879-80 1880-81 1881 82 1882-83 1883.84 
| Вз. Rs. Re, Re. Rs. 
| 1,34,901 1,12.026 1,35,812 1,60,549 1,40,882 


———— 
Expenditure 
Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. Rs. 


1,06,365 81,469 97,672 1,16,091 1,00,888 


MM 


Source: Administrate Report of the Commissioners 
1883-84. 


In reply to a representation submitted by W. D. Bruce under 
letter No. 1501 dated the 20th July 1883, the Lieutenant-Governor 
sanctioned under the provisions of Section 35, Act V (В. C. ) of 
1870, the plan and estimate amounting to Rs. 1,25,503/- for, provi- 
ding double lines of railson such of the sections of the Port 
Commissioners! tramway аз had only a single line available for the 
running traffic. The cost would be met from loans as proposed by 
the Commissioners. +1 ; 

A tramway had been laid from the boat. wharf at Shalimar . to 
the boundary of the East Indian Railway Company's „premises, and’ 
the junction to be made by the Railway Company was in hand 
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during the year 1883-84. The iron work for the landing stages had 
been ordered from England, and one stage had been shipped 
during that period. During the year 1883-84 a total amount of 
Rs. 1,08,768/. was spent on the tramway. Steady inerease in the 
tonnage of vessels, which had been noted in past years, still continued 
in 1883-84. This increase during the past four years amounted to 
nearly 25 percent, and the return from each vessel was increased 
partly on this account and partly because more export cargo was 
then shipped from the jetties than formerly. The failure of jute 
crop during 1883-84 caused a considerable reduction in the jetty 
revenue from this source ; but the increase on other items more than 
compensated the loss, so that the net result for the year was 27,396 
as compared with the revenue of 1882-83. The following statement 
will show the rate of growth of jetty revenue :— 


Year Rupees 
1874-75 1,667 
1875-76 29,033 
1876-77 80,174 
1877-78 82,036 
1878-79 42,704 
1879-80 55,745 
1880-81 55,340 
1881-82 84,545 
1882-83 95,121 
1883-84 1,22,617 


Source : Administration Report of the Port 
Commissioners 1883-84. 


A great portion of the 
of jute drums from the 


“houses and 
from the presses to the jetties. of baled jute 


The followin tat В 
е growing volume of local traffic :— uec x 
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——— 
Total number of wagons loaded and despatched 


1877-78 1878-79 1379-80 1880-81 7 1881-82 “1882-83 1883-84 
Nil 2,239 7,632 9,481 11,448 15,201 9,479 


The reduced income of the tramway in 1883-84 was accounted 
for entirely by the failure in the jute crop.*? 

In1885 the main line was extended from the jetties to the 
Kidderpore Docks then under construction. The Board of Revenue 
was asked to direct the collector to take possession of the land 
required, under Act х of 1870 for the construction of а road and 
tramway connecting the Akra brick fields with the new docks at 
Kidderpore.*? By 1901, the Port Trust Railway's main line was 
running between Chitpore and the Kidderpore Docks, and its total 
mileage, including 2.31 miles ofthe Howrah-Shalimar branch was 
8.526 miles. The length of sidings opened, was 69. miles with 450 
points. This included the Dock-junction which was running from 
the Budge-Budge branch of the Eastern Bengal State Railway to the 
Docks. The Railway used its own rolling-stock for the Docks and 
local іта с. 

The Lieutenant-Governor also sanctioned the proposal to extend 
the embankments behind the present jetty-heads and to remove No. 
1 Import-shed to the river side of the Export-shed, at an estimated 
cost of Rs. 1,75,000/-. On the 22nd March 1878, the plans and 
estimates for the construction of Jetty No. 8 to the South of No. 7 
Jetty were sanctioned. On the 27th March, the construction of the 
new river side road from Aheereetollah Ghat to Bagh Bazar, at a 
cost of Rs. 4,00,000/., received approval of the Lieutenant- 
Governor.» Н. Н. Вау, Under Secretary to the Government of 
Bengal in the General Department informed the Vice-Chairman of 
the Port Commissioners that the Lieutenant-Governor sanctioned 
the erection, at a cost of Rs. 40,000/-, of a new shed for the Inland 
Vessels’ what to replace the shed opposite the sailors’ Home 
which would be appropriated for No. 8 Jetty ;*9 and the construc- 
tion of a series of ware-houses parallel to the Strand Road, in lieu 
of the godowns which were previously proposed to be built at right 
angles to that road and which were sanctioned in Government Order 
No. 314 dated the 19th January, was sanctioned in the 3rd May 
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1878.47 By the 13th May 1878 the work of a road-way between the 
commissariat jetty and the bank, so as to connect the jetty 
D tramways with the commissariat and ordinance stores, was 
finished.*8 

Of the total expenditure during the year 1878-79 on new works 
amounting to Rs. 7,90,925/-, Rs. 4,13,390/- were spent in impro- 
ving the accommodation for the $ca-going vessels at the jetties, Rs, 
1,63,885/- in improving the accommodation for boat traffic, 
Rs. 64,610/- on the tramway and Rs. 1,48,840/- on works of 
general improvement. А new jetty and two cargosheds were 
completed and six new cranes were set up for sea-going vessels. 
Therefore, by 1879-30, the port possessed three jetties at which 
cargo could be delivered direct from the vessels to the sheds without 
the use of trollies.49 The Lieutenant-Governor had: already 
sanctioned in 1878 a plan and estimate amounting to Rs, 12,500/- 
for the construction of a Landing Stage at Temple’s wharf.59 | For 
the benefit of the boat-traffic, the retaining wall and ghats from 
Aheercetollah to Bagh Bazar was completed, eleven new toll houses 
were erected, and five additional landing-stages had been provided. 
The tramway line was doubled in. two places and twenty new 
Wagons were procured to. meet the increase їп the local traffic. 
"Two new warehouses, for the storage of country produce, were 
completed on the Strand Bank lands, a heave-up-boat was added to 
the block of the port, and a new line of moorings waslaid between 
Chandpal Ghat and Fort Point. Besides these the Port Trust 
had done something to reduce the pilotage, port dues and jetty 
Charges and seemed to alive to the necessity of further reducing 
the heavy burdens on Shipping which remained and tended to, 
handicap Calcutta as compared with other ports, The members of 


the Bengal Chamber of Commerce expressed their 


intention, as 
follows :— 


“We have arrived at а critical period in the history.of the 
port, and any relief afforded now will have far more effect 
than it would have а year hence,” 

The impetus given to trade by cheap railwa: 
shown during the rainy season of the year 1 
tariff for grain and seeds was in Operation, 51 


У rates was strikingly 
879-80, when а low 
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The steady progress in the construction of new works and 
improvements which marked the administration of the Port Commi- 
ssioners from year to year was fully maintained during 1879-80 ; 
the amount appropriated for new works and improvements was 
Rs. 5,85,612/-. The expenditure on works was incurred in 
improving the accommodation for sea-going vessels at the jetties 
and boat traffic at the Inland Vessels’ Wharves on the Tramway, 
and on works of general improvement. Mr. H. Beverley, in 1881, 
asserted these facts in the following words, “The last decade has 
seen the introduction of considerable improvements for facilitating 
the trade of the port. Jetties, furnished with tramways and technical 
appliances, have been constructed along the river bank and steam 
has taken the place of human labour as a motive power, so that the 
largest vessels can now be loaded or unloaded in the course ofa 
few days.?5? x 

The question of construction of docks was again raised and 
W. Duff Bruce, the Vice-Chairman ofthe Port Trust, prepared а 
scheme in 1876, the essence of which was to construct docks at. 
Sealdah and to connect the same with the Calcutta Canals апа the 
river Hooghly at an estimated cost of Rs. 237 lakhs of rüpees. 
In 1881 а committee was appointed by the Government and the 
Clornmittee recommended strongly in favour of the construction of 
Wet docks at Diamond Harbour in 1882-83. Again a committee, 
consisting of the Port Commissioners and some representatives of 
the Bengal Chambers of Commerce, which was appointed by the 
Government, submitted its report in September 1883. The main 
recommendation of the Committee may be noted: In the first 
place, the accommodation for the trade of Calcutta port required 
immediate extension both for exports and imports, specially for 
exports. Secondly, docks at Diamond Harbour ,would neither be 
economical for the shipping nor convenient for the trade of the 


port; and Wet docks should immediately be, constructcd at 


Kidderpore.?? 

Possibly it was the first committee which laid great stress on the 
construction of docks at Kidderpore. The period from 1880 to 
1890 was also a decade of remarkable expansion of trade. "Though 
some sort of temporary depression became visible in the field of 
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jute trade, still the rate of growth, in general, was sustained. The 
following figure will prove statement :— 


Year Total export of jute in balee, 
1880 5 16, 96, 434 
1881 T 18, 38, 450 
1882 ё 25, 15, 341 
1883 sw 23, 84, 387 
1884 ds 23, 21, 722 
1885 wee 19, 02, 054 
1885-86 a 21, 58, 430 
1886-87 L4 23, 16, 391 
1887-88 ats 26. 45, 019 
1888-89 aga 29, 90, 132 
1889-90 E 31, 07, 449 


Source: Report of the Indian Jute Manufacturers' 
. Association 1885-1901. 


Total exports of jute in 1883 and in 1884 were 23, 84, 387 and 
23, 21, 722 bales respectively. The leter figure, certainly proves a 
reduction in the export when compared with the total export in 
1883. But at the same time it was much more higher than the 
quantity exported in 1880. Therefore, it can reasonably be said 
that the general rate of growth of the trade was maintained. 

Total export of gunny, from Calcutta, supplied by the factories 
in Howrah, Hooghly and 24 Parganas, also had shown a marked 
growth, though with certain temporary fluctuations, 


Moar Total export of Gunny Bags. 
1881 3, 91, 18, 202 
1882 11, 86, 87, 050 
1883 а 13, 51, 73, 500 
1884 B 14, 00, 86, 100 
1885 13, 75, 11, 800 
1886 sss, 14, 28, 72, 200 
1887 $ 14, 86, 96, 400 
1888 16, 52, 07, 300 
1889 ДАА 18, 58, 19, 800 
1890 DT 17, 08, 26, 300 

Source : Report of the Indian Jute Manufacturers? 

ssociation. 
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In 1883-84, before the Docks were constructed more than 600 
thousand tons of grain were shipped. But the export of seed and 
wheat recorded a decrease after 1886. 

Another ‘export item for which the Port Trust had to provide 
new facilities during 1880 onwards was tea. Shipments of Tea and 
hides showed a tremendous steady progress from the time when 
export business of these two articles was first undertaken by the Port 
Trust authorities and it is interesting to note that these two commo- 
dities contributed a larger share to the income, earned from export 
cargo, of the Port Commissioners. More than one half of the 
Trust’s income was derived from these articles of export in 
1884-85.54 

Naturally, this temendous growth of trade called for larger 
amounts of port facilities. The total value of the property, held 
by the Commissioners at the close of the year 1880, was Rs. 
1,27,36,752. This figure included the expenditure on jetties, works 
for the accommodation of sea-going vessels, wharves and landing 
stages for the accommodation of boat traffic and tramway to 
connect railway with wharves and jetties, on buoys, mogrings 
anchor vessels and boat etc. 

The addition made to the value of the port property during the 
year 1880-81 was Rs. 6,25,941/- of which Rs. 6,08,515/- being the 
amount spent on improvements. The total expenditure on new 
works during the year amounted to Rs. 6,19,589/- of which 
Rs. 3,09,230/- were spent on jetty works, Rs. 1,42,170/- оп the 
inland vessels wharves, Rs. 58,436/- on the tramway, Rs. 20,067/- 
on the Howrah forshore road, Rs. 89,682/- on miscellaneous 


Z 
works. 55 


In 1880-81, a new jetty (No. 8) was constructed at a cost. of 
Rs. 84,058/- and the formation of the jetty embankment had pro- 
ceeded simultaneously with the pile driving. The spaces between 
the sheds had been metalled to allow carts to have access to the 
jetty heads, and the tramway lines had been relaid on the jetties 
so as to suit the present arrangements of the sheds. The import 
shed at No. 1 jetty was taken down and re-erected at No. 4 jetty on 
the completion of the latter. The roads between Aheereetollah and 
Nimtollah Ghats, a length of 665 feet was widened by 18 feet. The 
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embankment between No. 8 Jetty and Chandpaul Ghat was nearly 
completed. Two floating stages for the convenience of the inland 
boat traffic had been finished. Further extensions, amounting in all 
to 5,100 feet, had been made to the tramway. А new anchor vessel 
to replace the cavery, which was sanctioned in July 1880, was 
nearly ready and the following works were in progress—twenty 
new waggons for the tramway, а new hopper barge, engines for 
the old hopper barge, and new engines and a boiler for 
the vectis. Itis satisfactory to observe that the total number of 
vessels entering the port during. ће year ( 1884 ) was higher than it 
had been for the last fifteen years, setting aside the abnormal 
periods in 1876-77 and іп 1877-78.58 

However, by 1881-82 a total number: of eight jetties were in 
operation and in that year 212 vessels with 361,636 register tons 
were accommodated at these jetties." The Lieutenant-Governor 
notified the sanction of Rs. 14,596/- for the construction of two 
additional sets of moorings to provide for the India General Steam 
Navigation Co. off the upper Strand Bank, on the 15th January 
1883. Р. Scott, the officiating Vice-Chairman of the Port Trust 
was authorised, under Government Order No. 8 dated the 17th 
January 1883, to acquire the property belonging to the Calcutta 
Docking Company situated on the Howrah foreshore.58 A plan 
and estimate of Rs, 51,017/- for the construction’ of а new hopper 
barge received the sanction of the Lieutenant-Governor on the 6th 
February 1883.59 The expenditure of Rs. 32,500]- for taking 
down the shed No. 2 and re-erecting itat No. 6 jetty, and of 
Rs. 43,000/- for erecting a new shed on the embankment at No. 5 
Jetty were sanctioned by the Lieutenant-Governor on the 2151 
September 1883.60 A total amount of Rs. 20,60,369/- was spent 
during the year 1883-84 in new works of which Rs. 4,10,677/- were 
expended on jetty works, Rs, 67,522/- 
Rs. 5,10,592/- 
Harbour Mas 


on inland vessels wharves, 
on the Howrah-foreshore road, Rs. 1,81,187/. on the 
ter’s: Department, Rs. 1,08,768/- on the tramway, 
Кз. 1,30,356/- on vessels for the port approaches, Rs. 12 410/- on 
reconstruction of the river-side press-house, Rs. 5.25.000/- on 
purchasing the Calcutta Dock and Rs, 1,13,867 on elisdeltaneotts 
works. “By the end of 1884, the jetties began to form a continuous 


\ 
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embankment from No. 1 to 8.9! The Lieutenant-Governor issued 
permissions on the 20th February 1883 and 30th June 1884, in. 
favour of the Port Commissioners, to raise loans of 20 lakhs and 30 
lakhs of rupees respectively. 

The first Tea Transit Sheds were opened on July Ist 1887, 
largely as a result of the Bengal Chambers’ efforts. They were 
connected by rail with Eastern Bengal Railway and with the new 
docks then being constructed at Kidderpore.9?3 

Kidderpore dock was the direct outcome of this growing volume 
of trade and of trade and of the continuous pressure exerted by the 
Mercantile classes of Calcutta. But the necessity of docks was 
keenly felt at the beginning of eighth decade of the 19th century. 
The mercantile community began to press the Commissioners more 
strongly. Even they asserted the fact that the growing volumes of 
trade, if not accommodated here, would surely be diverted to the 
Bombay and other ports. However, in 1881 a committee was 
appointed by the Government and the committee recommended 
strongly for the construction of Wet docks at Diamond Harbour in 
1882-83.64 Further a committee, was appointed by the Government, 
which submitted its report in 1883. This committee discarded the 
view that the docks must be constructed at Diamond Harbour ; it, 
onthe other hand, pointed out Kidderpore as the best site and 
suggested that Wet docks should immediately be constructed at 
Kidderpore.65 Both the Governments of India and Bengal approved 
the proposal and on October 30, 1883 ; a letter was addressed by 
the Government of India to the Secretary of State to this effect. 
Home authorities also approved the construction of Wet. docks at 
Kidderpore and the order was communicated to the Goyernment of 
India by a telegram on March 6, 1884 andithe Commissioners were 
authorised to acquire necessary lands for this purpose.?? 

Mr. F. E. Pargiter, officiating Joint Magistrate and Deputy 
Collector of 24-Parganas and Commissioners of Sunderbans, was 
vested with the powers of a Collector, under Act X of 1870 for the 
purpose of acquiring lands.67 Mr. Duff-Bruce, the Vice-Chairman 
of the Port Trust took the trouble of preparing designs for the dock 
lso criticized by Sir Alexander Rendel, Consulting 


which was a С i 
ck Committee. Any way, this 


Engineer of the Commissioners’ Do 
c—4 
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scheme of Duff Bruce which suggested for the construction of an inner 
and an outer dock with a graving dock, a tidal basin, two entrances 
and a boat canal communicating with the Adi-Ganga or Tolly’s 
Nullah, was also forwarded to the Government of India ; ultimately 
it came back to the Secretary of State. After a prolonged discussion 
regarding the feasibility of this plan with experts, the Secretary of 
State allotted powers in favour of the Commissioners to construct 
docks at Kidderpore and to raise loans for this purpose by an Act 
П of 1885. The word “dock” was first inserted and defined in 
Section 2 of the Act of 1885.68 
In 1885 the Government of Bengal sanctioned the plan and 
estimates of over Rs. 200 lakhs for the construction of Dock No. 1, 
the tidal basin, а 60 feet lock, an eighty feet single entrance, a 
graving dock, the canal to Tolly’s Nullah, and the railway along the 
river foreshore to. connect the jettiós with the docks including 
acquisition of land necessary for dock No. 2.69 Accordingly the 
land necessary for the complete project was acquired. Itis interes- 
ting to not that immediately after publication of the land acquisi- 
tion notices in the gazettee there was a sharp rise in the land prices 
in the area and seizing this opportunity speculators got active. The 
old residents of the locality naturally resented this. The Commissio- 
ners made it clear that in making the necessary arrangements care 
would be taken to cause minimum hardship to the people of the 
locality.7° By 1890 the tidal basin was completed and brought into 
use. Dock No. 1 also was nearly finished at that time when a serious 
accident slowed down work. The queay walls of the dock slipped 
forward and the disaster was considered as a classic example of 
failure of gravity type dock walls the stability of which depended on 
water pressure on the front. This created some sensation and was 
reported in the Civil Engineering books and journals of the time. 
These unforseen difficulties and increased expenses including discount 
and interest of loans sent up the cost of dock construction and the 
total expenditure amounted to Rs, 228 lakhs a figure considerably 
m excess of the original estimate. This amount was ultimately 
advanced by the Government and the dock scheme was carried into 
execution by the Commissioners? Engineers with the help of local 
labour contractors, The dock was at last declared open in 1892. 
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The large Luise was the first vessel to be admitted into the dock on 
June 21, 1892. Afew days later, the Anchor line steamer, the 
Bohemia, was the first vessel to enter the docks for the purpose of 
discharging cargo brought from Europe.*! The Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor had to sanction loans for the construction of docks at Kidder- 
роге.?° 

At the first instance, the merchants of Calcutta and suburbs did 
not use the dock. But along with Calcutta merchants the merchants 
of Howrah, Hooghly and 24-Parganas were drawn in trade. The 
following figures of jute supplied to Calcutta for export by the 
Hooghly and 24-Parganas will prove the fact :— 


Name of the Imports by all routes | Import by rail 
supplying 1877-78 1878-79 1879-80 E 1878-79 | 1879-80 
districts. Mds, - Mds. Мав, Мав. Мав. Mds- 
pas (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) yess, 
Hooghly 4,50,000 3,69,000 5,29,000 — — — 
94-Parganas 3,02,000 5,39,000 3,82,000 650 2,000 1,000 


The total value of the contribution to the jute trade during those 


year were as follows :— 


1877-78 1878-79 1879-80 
Hoghly 8,257,000 6,921,000 5,994,000 
24-Parganas 3,130,000 3,303,000 4,020,000 


Source: Annual Report on the Administration of 
the Bengal Presidency 1879.80. 


The value of the whole trade of Calcutta and Howrah are given 


below :— 
Imports value Exports 
Howrah and ] 1878-79 20,95,04,000 16,42,31,000 
Calcutta 1879-80 28,68,19,000 16,84,23,000 


It certainly reveals a tendency of trade towards growth. Now 
let us compare with the figures of 1889-90 and 1890-91. 
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lvi Jute imports by all routes Jute imports by rail $ 
Supplying 1889-90 1890-91 1889-90 1890-91 
Mds. Mds. Маз. Мав. 
(1) (2) q (3) (4) (5) 
24-Parganas 7,45,992 10,60,907 11,244 5,563 
Hooghly 4,59,324 5,69,436 ES E. 


Source: Annual Report on the Administration of 
the Bengal Presidency 1890 91. 


Practically the district of 24-Parganas showed a marked increase. 
The number of jute mills worked by steam in the vicinity of 
Calcutta during the year 1888-89 was only 22, against 23 and 23 in 
1889-90 and 1890-91 respectively. The quantity of jute worked up in 
1890-91 was 47,15,495 maunds, against 47,74,777 maunds in 1889-90 
and 48,16,445 maunds in 1888-89. The manüfacture of cotton and 
jute was carried on an extensive scale in the districts of Hooghly, 
Howrah and 24-Parganas.73 

Again these districts also supplied huge quantity of rice to 
Calcutta for exportation. This trade during 1876-77 was extraordi- 
narily active, and the sea-borne exports of the port of Calcutta were 
more than double than those of previous years ; they amounted to 
more than 188 lakhs of maunds in 1876-77. In 1875-76 the exports 
were 58 lakhs, in 1874-75 i.e., in the famine years 40 lakhs 
only ; in 1873-74, 74 lakhs ; in 1872-73, 103 lakhs of maunds. The 
actual exportation of rice by sea from Calcutta; was 9,170,223 
maunds in 1871-72. Madras alone had imported 85 lakhs of maunds 
of rice and Bombay 32 lakhs during the year 1876-77. The total 
quantity of registered importation into Calcutta during this year, 
amounted to 1,84,65,400 maunds and the total exports from 
Calcutta by Sea amounted to 1,88,04,701 таипа. 24-Parganas 
supplied 14,89,154 maunds of rice by road. The road imports were 
all from Diamond. Harbour in the district of 24-Parganas, The 
total exports from the 24-Parganas into Calcutta by road amoun- 
ted during 1876-77 to 14,85,400 maunds’ of rice and 7,800 
maunds of paddy, the exports by river to 9,75,400 maunds of rice 
and 1,84,600 maunds of paddy and by rail to 45,500 maunds of 
rice and 29,800 maunds of Paddy, the aggregate exports from the 
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24-Parganas into Calcutta by all routes being 26,45,200 maunds 
ofrice. The rice trade of Hooghly district was exceptional The 
total figures were very large indeed. The railway imports into 
Howrah alone amounted as much 30,76,300 maunds. The total 
import trade for the town of Howrah included with the statement 
for Calcutta, was :— 


Rice Paddy "Total (in rice) 
Mds. Mds. Mds. 
By rail 30,706,300 = 
| 32,84,700 
Ву boat 1,29,300 1,26,600 


Source: Report on the Internal Trade 
of Bengal 1876-77. 


and the river borne exports from Howrah was 4,36,900 maunds of 
rice and 16,100 maunds of paddy in 1876-77; and almost the 
entire quantity was sent to Calcutta for exportation. The total 
export trade during 1876-77 of the Hooghly district will be evident 
from the following figures : 


Rice Paddy Total (in rice) 

Мав, Мав. Маз. 
By boat 7,95,600 15,100 8,05,000 
By rail 11,400 — 11,400 
Total: 8,07,000 15,100 8,16,400 


Source : Report on the Internal Trade 
of Bengal 1876-77. 


The following were the exporting marts; Bhuddressur (2,59,700 
maunds), Chandernagar (1,89,100), Mundulghat (86,500), Mughrah 
(34,600), Nowdah (33,800), Boidyabatty (22,700), Hooghly proper 
(14,100), Serampore (12,200), Trebanee (10,600), Boinchee (3,400), 
Pandooah (2,600). Small marts and railway station also contri- 
buted to the tune of 1,47,100 maunds of rice in 1876-77, The 
total value of the registered trade of the Hooghly district was ;— 
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Exports Imports 

(Rs.) (Rs.) 
By river 1,28,89,642 71,28,056 
By rail 39,643 1,23,800 
Total : 1,29,29,285 72,51,856 


Source : Report on the Internal Trade 
of Bengal 1876-77. 


The most important staples of the trade of the Hooghly district 
were :— 


Exports i Imports 
(Rs.) (Rs) 
Salt 25,21,500 Jute 12,16,392 
Rice 16,14,000 Rice 8,38,400 
Wheat 2,43,000 Gram & Pulse 2,15,075 
Gram & Pulse 1,30,900 Wheat 1,34,200 
Linseed 8,61,600 Mustard 7,45,032 
Mustard Seed 6,67,600 Linseed 6,90,000 
Jute 5,51,247 Salt 3,17,000 
Sugar 5,10,000 Europeen Cotton 
Twist 2,80,000 
Ghee 2,63,800 European piece goods 1,73,600 
Tobacco 2,36,000 Tobacco 2,68,000 
Indian piece goods 1,99,700 Ghee 2.69,320 
Indian cotton twist 1,99,440 Timber 1,66,158 


Source: Report on the Internal Trade 
of Bengal 1876-77. 


The export trade under the miscellaneous heading of “all other 
articles of merchandise” amounted to more than 14 lakhs of rupees, 
This was largely made up by hay and straw, the export from 
the Hooghly district to Calcutta being 16,670 Kahuns, valued 
at Rs. 1,00,020/-; Boat loads of bricks and Salt, and the likes 
made up the remaining bulk. On the other hand the following 
statement shows the total value of the registered exports and 
imports of the 24-parganas district during 1876-77 :— 


THE CALCUTTA PORT 55 


Exports Imports 

(Rs.) (Rs.) 
By river 77,87,488 25,15,37 
By road 81,73,405 33,73,759 
By rail 4,84,416 63,058 
Total ; 1,04,45,309 59,42,144 


Source: Report on the Internal Trade 
of Bengal 1876-1877. 


The traffic of the district in food-grains will be revealed from 
the following data :— 


Exports Imports 

(Nds.) (Mds.) 

Wheat 3,343 10,955 
Gram & Pulse 27,010 88,018 
Other spring crops 600 1,030 
Rice 25,23,100 75,956 
Paddy 4,08,200 86,298 
Total ; 30, 22,253 2,72,867 


Source: Report on the Internal Trade 
of Bengal 1876-77. 


Thus there remained alarge surplus produce.7+ The chief exports 
from this district were rice, jute, sugar, tobaco, vegetables and 
timber ; besides these, a quantity of articles of large bulk, lumped 
together under a general miscellaneous heading, which included, 
grass, hay and straw, and the golepatta or thatching grass, which 
was an important Sunderbán product, and much used in Calcutta, 
was exported to Calcutta. The imports into the district from 
Calcutta were cotton piece-goods, pulses, mustered oil-seed and 
salt.75 Rajah’s hat, Culpee, Mugrah, Sorserhat, Bakhra, Bageerhat, 
Mudi, Kiatola, Nyenen, Joynuggur, Khanjal, Baraset, Takee, 
Kaligunge, Chitpore, Dhosa, Behala, Pertabnuggar, Busseerhut, 
Dum-Dum, Naihati, Sookchur, Chandoora, Badoora, Kolaroha, 
Goburdanga, Bagrekhal, Goreah, Jnowdhunga,—were the principal 
exporting marts." ê Thus from the above discussions it can easily 
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be understood that these neighbouring suburbs of Calcutta contri- 
“buted а lion-share towards the development of the trade of the 
Calcutta Poart. 

Naturally when the mercantile community showed their 
stubborn conservatism and declined to use the dock, the authorities 
got puzzled for the time being ; in order to induce traffic the charge 
of Re. 1/- per ton on exports was lowered to eight annas per ton, 
but at the same time a general Tolla duty of four annas per ton 
was imposed. But a press notification to the effect that the export 
steamers must go to the docks or the stream, became а cause of 
greater irritation to the mercantile community of Calcutta and its 
suburbs. But the force of circumstances gradually compelled them 
to appreciate the use of Kidderpore dock. It was the opening of 
Coal trade which served a lot to clear out that foggy atmosphere. 
At the same time the tremendous growth of trade in other articles 
also helped much.79 This will be evident from the following data. 
The export of Gunny Bags from the factories in the suburbs or 
Calcutta rose from 17,08,26,300 in 1890 to 62,03,53,100 in 1901. 


Year Total number of bags 
1891 EIE 24,03,03,400 
1892 e.. 22,30,67,400 
1893 p 25,58,50,900 
1894 27,14,79,800 
1895 E 33,71,16,400 
1896 ss. 34,36,45,500 
1897 ө», 45,91,25,800 
1898 = 48,87,88,900 
1899 КА 49,32,26,700 
1900 p 57,27,09,000 
1901 62,03,53,100 


Source: Report of the Indian Jute 
Manufacturer’s Association 


The export of jute in bales also 


: f Showed а gradual increase, of 
Course with certain fluctuations, ` 
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Year Total export in bales 
1890-91 = 371 
1891-92 oo 37,96,050 
1892-93 E 30,77,736 
1893-94 255 25,28,1927 
1894-95 ese 36,03,770 
1895-96 ees 34,94,507 
1896-97 ose 32,87,947 
1897-98 os 42,09,228 
1898-99 ove 27,44,163 
1899-1900 = 26,00,837 
1900-1901 ... 35,41,629 


Source: Report of the Indian Jute 
Manufacture's Association. 


The year 1898 was one which for several reasons would be 
remembered аз ап important one in the history of the wheat and 
Seed Trade of Calcutta. In the first place it marked а renewal of 
the wheat exporttradewhich forseveral reasons, owing to poor crops 
and low prices in Europe had practically ceased to exist. Kidder- 
pore dock had consequently been largely resorted to by the expor- 
ters of wheat and seeds. ? 

The total number of gunny bags supplied by the districts of 
24-Parganas and Hooghly to Calcutta for exportation as given below 
also showed a marked increase. 


1898-99 1899-1900 

(Number) (Number) 

24-Parganas 9,865,890 14,808,697 
Hooghly 6,393,128 8,919,085 


Source: Report on the Administration of the 
Bengal Presidency 1899-1900. 


The volume of export trade in raw jute was almost the same in 
1899-1900 as in the preceeding year; but there wasa rise of 19.2 
percent in its value. The total quantity of raw jute imported into 
Calcutta in 1899-1900 from the district of 24-Parganas and Hooghly 
were 8,36,198 maunds and 4,70,979 maunds respectively. A com- 
parison with figure of 1898-99 will show a decrease of 53,235 
maunds and 15,911 maunds respectively. Again the following 
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statement shows the total trade of Calcutta in raw jute during the 
above years. 


Year : 1898-99 1899-1900 
(Mds.) (Mds.) 

Imports 2,03,26,269 2,06,00,409 

Exports 1,28,60,540 1,28,52,642 


Source: Report on the Administration of the 
Bengal Presidency 1899-1900. 


The latter year showed a decrease of the total raw jute trade but 
at the same time the value had risen by 19.2 percent, thus compen- 
‚ sating the rate of decrease. The importation of bountyfed sugar 
affected to some extent the indigenous industry for the manufacture 
of molasses. But there was an increase in the out turn of iron-wore, 
the total value of the out turn in three out of four factories in 
Howrah had risen from 193 lakhs іп 1895-96 to nearly 352 lakhs 
in 1899-1900. Both the out turn andvalue ofthe paper manufactured 
at the Titagarh mills showed a decline during 1899-1900 as 
compared with 1895-96. There was, however, increase under both 
the heads from the Kankinara Mills. There was some improvement 
in the condition of the Silk industry in the 24-Parganas as compared 
with 1895-96. There were 65 factories at work in the 24-Parganas 
as compared with 63 in 1898-99 and 57 in 1895-96. These 
factories had sent raw silk and silk goods to Calcutta for exportation. 
The value of the trade in the principal exportsin 1898-99 and 
1899-1900 will show that there was a marked increasein the value 
of trade, Thus ;— 


1898-99 1899-1900 
(Re.) (Rs.) 

misc ETE ——— 

Tea 7,56,53,974 8,62,53,246 
Raw Jute 6,41,35,484 7,04,51,705 
Jute gunny bags 3,35,02,035 3,40,77,479 
Hides & akins 3,82,58,162 5,76,98,821 
Opium 4,31,81,435 5,15,53,555 
Oil-seeds 4,05,98,627 3,98,65,628 
Rice 4,23,60,709 3,88,53,977 
Indigo 1,87,05,530 1,03,50,979 
Lae 85,59,711 1,12,51,516 
Wheat 1,02,00,154 87,86,208 
Raw silk 44 30,413 67,75,493 
Raw cotton 67,69,890 50, 51,459 


Source : Annual Reports on the Administration 
of the Bengal Presidency 1899-1900. 
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Of all the articles of export, coal was found to make wonderful 
progress during the years from 1895 onwards. It will be evident 
from the following figures :— 

1895-96 1896-97 1897-98 1898-99 1899-1900 


Tons, Tons, Tons, Tons, Tons, 
Foreign Ports 79,996 132,448 205,145 325,571 303,982 
India 351,025 544,582 926,302 969,148 875,703 
Bunkor Coal 384,522 426,690 491,117 504,695 502,234 


2 ah cir ат Вы N Жы у... 
Total: 8,15,533 11,023,720 16,22,564 17,99,414 16,81,919 
Source: А Short History of Calcutta, А. K. Roy, 
. Page—127. 


Total value of the trade of Calcutta in private and Government 
merchandise from 1897-98 is given below :— 


Year Value of Value of Total 
imports exports 
£ £ £ 
1897-98 24,194,556 34,115,694 58,310,250 
1902-03 27,206,587 39,222,073 66,429,260 
1907 08 44,745,039 52,770,448 97,516,387 


Source: C. W. E. Cotton, Handbook of Commercial 
Information for India Published by the Govern- 
ment of India, Central Publication, 1924, 


Page—73. 


The remarkable expansion of trade compelled the mercantile 
community to take advantage, more and more, of the newly cons- 
tructed dock at Kidderpore.*° 

The additional wheat and Tea sheds were proposed by the 
committee apointed by the Commissioners to enquire into the causes 
which led to the block of traffic. The total area proposed was 
2,91,000 cubit feet. That was estimated to accommodate about 
28,000 tons. Further, the construction works of coal-yard at Shali- 
mar at Rs. 11,89,332 a siding bunker, coal depot at Rs. 66,800, 
additional Salt golah with wharves at Rs. 130,170, new boat en- 
trance to docks at Rs. 1,21,157, were sanctioned during the year 
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1898-99. A sum ofruppees 2,21,457 was sanctioned towards the 
improvement of the Port Trust Railway. The Howrah-Shalimar 
branch was constructed in 1883 owing to the large increase in 
exports. 

The railway facilities, between the dock and the jetties were thus 
extended more and more and an inexpensive simple device, proposed 
by the Vice-Chairman, Apjohn, was adopted зо as to lengthen the 
entrance lock by 83 feet.8! It can easily be understood that this 
device was adopted only for admitting the larger steamers to the 
lock. The dock was in direct railway (57-6 gauge) connection with 
the import jetties, the East Indian Railway and the Eastern Bengal 
State Railway and by wagon Ferry across the Hooghly River with 
the Bengal-Nagpur Railway. There was ап electric tram service 
from No. 3 gate direct to the business centres of Calcutta. 

For general produce there were 13 berths in Dock 1, one of 
which, in the tidal-basin, was temporarily made available for coal 
upto the year 1896. But as the demand for Bengal coal began to 
spring up, four jetties capable of accommodating the largest vessels 
employed in the coal export were immeidately run up. The cons- 
truction of two permanent berths were completed in 1901, one 
being fitted with meachanical loading plant. Three berths had also 
been constructed for the rising salt trade. The effect of these 
changes was the increase of the bulk of imports to 89,111 tons in 
1896-97 and 84,061 in 1897-98 and of exports to 585,000 tons in 
1896-97, and 1,140,464 in 1897-98. As the trade gradully expanded, 
addition of single storied annexes to sheds in Dock No. 1 
and later in Dock No. 2 became necessary asa means of preli- 
minary relief. By 1902 the work of the Dock No. 2 was completed 
and a total of twenty seven berths had been created.82 
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Details of the tramway receipts 


1880-81 1881-82 1882-83 1883-84 
° Rs. Rs. Бе. Rs. 
Jenuary 9,092 5,836 9,070 18,619 Total 
February 6,053 7,069 10,728 12,623 41,432 
March 8,773 6,578 8,188 10,190 
April 6,431 9,116 13,902 — d 
May 8,404 10,316 10,747 — 
Om М, 11,194 17,415 15,780 E d 
July 14,348 13,153 5,035 — 
August 11,769 16,482 29,652 — 
September 11,231 13,606 13,414 — 
October 8,755 15,209 18,593 — 
November 9,098 9,220 14,611 = 
December 6,168 11,091 9,081. = 
Total 111,976 1,35,161 1,59,401 ` 


Source: Proceedings in the Marine Department 
(Port Trust Branch) September, 1883. 


An abstract of the proposed tramway extension as per detailed estimates 
Rs. A. P. 
Cost of an additional line on Gray's wharf from 
the jetties to Nimtollaghat, as рег 
estimate No. 1 42,053 8 0 
Cost of additionalline оп Schalch's wharf from 
Nundeebaree Ghat to thelift Bridge, as 
per estimate No. 2 -. 40,020 10 0 
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Cost of an additional line from Temple’s wharf 


from Dabee Roy’s Ghat to Messrs- Ralli 
Brothers’ premises, as per estimated 
No. 3 .. 17,815 0 0 


Cost of providing a communication between the 


55. 
56. 
57. 
58. 


tramway lines north of the Chitpore 
Bridge and the Railway Company's 
terminus, вз per estimate No, 4 -. 96,615 0 0 


Total : Rs, 1,25,503 2 0 


Source: Proceedings in the Marine Department, 
September 1883 Letter from W. D. Bruce 
No. 1501 dated 20th July 1883. 


А. В. 1883-841; 

Proceedings in the Marine Department, ( Port Trust Branch ) March 
1885, (File No. 1, Serial No. 42 & 43, dated the 9th March 1885 ); 
А.К. Roy, A short History of Caleutta, p. 125; } 
Proceedings ofthe Lieutenant Governor of Bengal іп the Marino Depart- 
ment, (Port Trust Branch ), March 1878; (File No. 6,5,2; Serial No. 3 
> to 8, 14to 16 and 7 to 8 dated 19th, 22nd and 27th March y 
Proceedings of the Marine Department ( Port Trust Branch ) April 
1878, (Letter No. 1629 dated 28rd April 1878 ); 

Proceedings in the Marine Department, July 1878 (File No. 7, Serial 
No. 9 to 11, dated 3rd May ); ] 

Proceedings of the Marine Department, May 1878; (File No. 5, Serial 
No. 22, dated 13th May). 

A.R. 1879-80; 

Proceedings of the Marine Department ( Port Trust Branch ) Septem- 
"ber 1878 ( Notification dated 12th September 1878 y 

А.В. 1879-80; Report of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, for tho 
half-year ended 31st October 1881; 

Report on the Administration of the Bengal Presidency, 1879-80; He 
Beverley, op-cit, р. 22. д 

Report of the Committee for extention of port Accommodation, 3rd Sep- 
tember, 1883, A. R, 1883-84; 

Report of the Indian Jute Manufactures’ Association т i $ 
port of the Wheat and Sead Trade Association; 1960 ; PAR LN. 
A. R. 1880-81; : ” 
Ibid. 

A. R. 1381.82; 

Proceedings in the Marine Department ( Port Trust Branch y January' 
1883, Gis peer from С. 5. Bayley, Officiating Under Séoretary to the 
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Government of Bengal, General Department to the  Vice-Chairman, 
Port-Trust, No. 6, dated 15th January, 1883; Letter No. 8, dated 
lith January, 1883 from C. S. Bayley to D. Scott. ); 

59. Proceedings in tho Marine Department (Port-Trust Branch), February, 
1883 (Notifiention dated 6th and 23th February, 1883) ; 

60. Proceedings in the Marine Department ( Port-Turst Branch), September 
1883, (Letter from C. W. Bolton, Under Secretary to the Government 
of Bengal, General Department to the Vice-Chairman to the Pert 
Commissioners, Caleutta, No. 880-T.G. Dated 21st September, 1883) ; 

61. A.R. 1883.84. 

62. Proceedings in tho Marine Department (Port-Trust Branch), February, 
1883 (Notification by the government of Bengal, general department, 
the 20th February, 1883). Proceedings in the Marine Department 

i (Port-Trust Branch), March 1885 (File No. 16, Serial No. 11 & 12, dated 

| 30th June 1885); 

03. G. №. Tyson, op:cit. p. 75; Statement detailing works the cost of 
which was to be met from tho debenture loan of Rs. 20 lakhs dated 
20th February, 1883 and the first debenture loan dated 5th July, 1881. 


Particulars Estimated Amount met from Amount 
amount first loan. required 
——— ——— ————————————— 
| Rs. Rs. Rs. 
Howrah Foreshore 
Road. 6,00,000 2,00,000 2,00,000 
Jetty embankment 
extension 1,99,500 50,000 1,49,500 
—do—completion 1,53,000 — 1,53,000 
Tramway works 2,00,850, 1,26,138 74,712 
| Warehouse at с 
| No. 1 Тему 2,18,300 50,000 1,68,300 
| —do—No. 3 Jetty 2,71,000 —'. 2,71,000 
—do—Jaggurnath 
Ghat е 50,000 — 50,000 
| New steamer for 
Port approaches 2,904,597 = 4 2,94,597 
New steamer Launch 
for Port approaches 33,660 = 33,660 
Purchasing Calcutta 
post 5,25,000 e 5,25,000 
Tea-Ware house 11,00,000 6 2,00,000 


Removing No. 2 import #8 

shed to the front of $ 

No 5 Jetty export 

shed 30,000 — 25,000 

Source: Proceedings in the Marine Department 
(Port-Trust Branch), February, 1883. 
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A. R. 1883-84 ; 


Report of the Committee for extension of Port accommodation, 
September 3rd, 1883 ; 


Proceedings in the Marino Department (Port-Trust Branch), March, 1884 ; 


126M, dated For William, the 13th March, 1884, 


Endorsed by—The Government of India, Public Worl: 


в Department, 
copy of the follow 


ing forwarded to the Government of Bengalin tho 
Public works Department for information in continuation of letter 
No. 478 M, dated 20th December, 1883, with tho remark that it is 


authorised to take such steps as it may consider desirable for tho 
acquisition of land. 


(2) Copy of the Telegram 
Telegram, dated the 6th March, 1884 


From —London To — Calcutta 

From —Secretary of To — Viceroy 
State 

Calcutta Docks. Despatch goes. Kidderpore 

site approved. work sanctioned subject 


to modifications and settlement financial arrangement. 


Source: Proceedings in the Marine Department 
(Port-Trust Branch), march, 1884. 


Proceedings in the Marine Departmont (Port-Trust Branch), April, 1884, 
(Letter from С. W. Bolton, Under Secretary to tho 
Bengal, in the General Department to the Secretary 
Revenue, L. P., Мо. 41, 
7 $09) ; 

A. В. 1884-85 ; 

М. Mukherjee, op-cit, р. 76. 

Proceedings in the Marine Department (Port-Trust Branch), March, 1884, 


(File No. 17, Serial No. 6, dated 27th March, 1884, Petition by Gopinath 
' Hazara and others) 


N. Mukherjee, op-cit р. 79. 


Government of 


to the Board of 
dated Ist April, 1884, File No. 17, Serial No. 


; 


Proceedings in the Municipal Department, 
rust Branch (Letter from Accountant Gen 
to the Government of Bengal, Munici 
7th April, 1887; Letter from E.M, 

General, Bengal, to the Secret; 
Municipal Department, № 


» April, 1887, Celeutta Port- 
eral, Bengal, to the Secretary 
Pal Department, No, Gp dated 
Kellner, officiating Accountant 


ary tothe Government of Bengal, 
0: 25B dated 21st April, 1887) ; 
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Government of India, in the letters №. 1136, dated 30th May, 1885 and 
No. 2440, dated 30th December 1884, sanctioned 4} lakhs and 15 lakhs 
of rupees respectively to the Port Commissioners of Calcutta for the 
construction of docks at Kidderpore, with interest 4} percent per 
annum. 

In order No, 4483 dated 4th December, 1886, subsequently issued 
by the same, Government formally sanctioned an advance of 70 lakhs of 
rupees for the above purpose with interest of 4 percent. 

A sum of Rs. 23,75,000 was already advanced on account of 
Kidderpore docks. The above sum consisted of the following amounts $ 


31st December 1884 vo Rs. 15,00,000/- 
315% March 1885 ec Rs. 1,25,000/- 
12th May 1885-86 "t5 Hs. 4,00,000/- 
lst June 1885-86 sve. Rs. 3,50,000/- 

Rs. 23,75,000/. 


73. Annual Reports on the Administration of the Bengal Presidency, 
1879-80 ; 1890-91 ; 

74. Report on the Internal Trade of Bengal, 1876-77, 1877-78, 1883-84 ; 

75. Proceedings in the General Department, (Miscellaneous), October, 1891, 
Letter No. 51 J. G. dated 30th June, 1891 ; 

76. Report on the Internal Trade of Bengal, 1876-77 ; 


‘The table below shows the export and import ітаће registered 
along the 11 main roads ofthe district of 24-Parganas during 1890 
as compared with tho figures of the previous year. 


ك 
А From mofussil towards From Calcutta towards‏ 
Articles CALCUTTA MOFUSSIL‏ 
1890 1889 1890 1889 
(ids) (Mds) (Mds) (Mds)‏ 
Rice 10,76,986 15,13,022 12,63,42 92,944‏ 
Paddy 32,843 ч 49,435 4,0£,853 1,03,118‏ 
Wheat 1,746 1,646 - е‏ 
Sugar 67,437 54,882 s кт‏ 
Gurh 1,206,722 1,01,641 nee 4‏ 
‘Tobacco 55,912 56,311 S —‏ 
Oil 43,075 43,231 ae з‏ 
Oil Seeds 20,288 41,079 = м‏ 
Fire Wood 1,90,151 1,92,513 d x gu‏ 
Coal & Coke 17,774 18,525 Ma 5‏ 
Cotton & Twist 40,968 75,055 е ‚9;‏ 
Jute 5,13,019 8,19,150 1,50,222 6,33,249‏ 
Brass & Copper 3,045 2,668 1,816 2,353‏ 
Total : 70207198 2995318 19108 НЫ‏ 
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* Details of export and import traffic in respect of certain important articles 
have been given, But the total includes the export import figure of all the 
articles. 


1889 1890 1889 1890 
No No. No. No. 
Bricks & Tiles 8,585,044 8,142,890 411,275 535,005 
Hides 51,807 40,791 16,353 16,047 
Вз. Ев. Rs. Rs. 


Cotton piece 
goods. 1,17,422 88,569 14,44,070 17,04,174 


—————M————— À————— n 


The following statement shows the value of tho outtern by tho owners 
of the mills in the district of 24-Parganas ;— 


= O u t t u r n 


Article | 1890-91 1889-0 | 1885-59 
IU MU ие ид 
Rs. Rs. Rs. 
Gunny bags and 
cloths 1,17,48,571 1,69,74,814 2,11,27,217 
Cotton Twist & Yarn 75,06,386 58,87,295 49,99,536 
Rice 1,86,207 2,10,598 3,99,775 
Тас 7,00,000 3,77,000 5,00,000 
Paper 9,65,711 6,77,805 6,27,515 
Tannery 77,040 62,130 14,292 
Sugar де E 10,36,719 
Silk 90,326 
Jute-bailing 1,88,55,919 2,36,72,698 
Saltpetre P Mess э 
Вопе 1,60,000 E 1,09,000 


The iron works at Howrah had furnishod the following returns of iron 
works :— 


ето 
Company 1889-90 (Ез) 1890-91 (Вз.) 
о а ть У.Н 
ı „ Burn & Co. \ 15,00,000 13,00,000 
Marrillier & Edwards Not supplied 
Albion пы 1,00,000 1,00,000 
John King & Со. Not supplied 6,29,530 
_ Kelso, Steward & Co. 16,000 33,490 | 
А > 
Howrah Foundry Not supplied 15,000 


a 
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Manufactures of Howrah & Hooghly 


Du Articles Cause tate UY oct В 
1890-91 | 1889-90 | 1888-89 
Cotton cloths (Yds) 400,313 1,670,840 1,123,000 
"| Silk cloths (Ibs ) 1,600 15,200 15,200 
= — Tussur & silk cloths (Yds.) 140,000 23,800 214,145 
‘so Ropes (Cwts) 4,008 3,036 3,378 
©  Rangine (Yds) 15,000 “80,000 90,000 
5 Вгазз& Bell metal 
Utensils (Mds.) 18,928 14,196 9,860 
Bone Manure (Tons) Not given 9,840 10,000 
Papers (Tons) 3,459 3,400 ˆ $8,000 
5 Cotton Twist (Tons) 2,030 1,844 1,925 
n Cotton Yarns (Tons) 4,526 2,909 2,131 
д Gunny cloths, bags & 
Hi all sorts of jute 
manufactures (Tons) 33,585 29,127 31,459 
Source: Proceedings in the General Department 
October, 1891. 
77. Report of the Caleutta Wheat and Seed" Trade Association, 10th June, 
1898, (Speech of Mr. Ross). 
78 Annual Report оп the Administration of the Bengal Presidency, 1899- 
1900 ; 
79. Report of the Calcutta Wheat and Seed Trade Association, (dated 24th 
April, 1899) ; 
30. Annual Reports on the Administration of the Bengal Presidency 1899. 
1900 ; 
81. Annual Reports on the Administration of the Bengal Presidency 1898- 
1899 ; . 
82. А. К. Roy, ор-сй. рр. 125-127 ; М. Mukherjee op.-cit, p. 81; 


CHAPTER III 
THE SATELLITE TOWNS 


The growth of Calcutta during the nineteenth century set in motion 
the process of urbanization. The satellite towns were formed in the 
wake of urabanisation. With the development of railways and roads 
tural areas were brought into contact with Calcutta in the second 
half of the 19th century, and there developed some urban centres 
in these rural areas which were dependent on the Calcutta market. 
Bally, Uluberia, Howrah Proper in the Howrah district, Seram- 
роге in the Hooghly district and Bhatpara, Baranagore, Budge- 
Budge, Ultadinghi in the 24-Pargananas district were offspring of 
the above process. Mills and factories had been established during 


the second half of the 19th century in these towns, as shown in the 
table given below. 


MILLS AND PRESSES 


He!‏ د 


Y р i Date of Nominal Paid up 
Ses Nemeiof Companies Registration | Capital Capital 
—————————ÉÉÉ 
р (Вз.) (Rs.) 


1. Соозегу Cotton Mill Co, Ltd, 9th Oct,, 1863 15,00,000 15,00,000 
2. Bowreah Cotton Mills Co. Ltd. 7th Aug., 1872 18,00,000 18,00,000 
3. Dunbar Cotton Mills Со, Ltd. 18th Dec., 1874 14,00,000 9,29,950 
4. Empress of India Cotton d 
Mills Ltd, 19th Apr., 1877 8,75,000 8.75,000 
5, Caleutta Cotton Mills Co. Ltd, 5th Jan., 1889 5,00,000 4,53,000 
6. Budge-Budge Jute Mills 
Co. Ltd. 21st Apr. 1873 18,00,000 14,40,000 
7. Fort Gloster Jute Mfg.Co.Ltd. 6th May, 1873 14,00,000 14,00,000 
8. Seebpore Jute Mfg. Co. Ltd. 28th Nov.. 1889 10 00,000 10,00,000 
9. Howrah Mills Co. Ltd. 14th July, 1874 17,50,000 17,50,000 
10. Gourypore Co. Ltd, (Jute) 12th April, 1876 12,00,000 12,00,000 
п. Kamarhatty Co, Ltd. (Jute) 28ih Sept., 1877 8,00,000 4,00,000 
12. Union Jute Co. Ltd. 5th Oct., 1890 12,00,000 9,00,000 
13. Hooghly Mills Co. Ltd. 21st Sept. 1882 13,50000 10,50,000 


14, Kanknarrah Co. Ltd. 30th Dec., 1882 14,00,000 8,206,000 
15. Bengal Silk Co., Ltd. 


Ultadanga 20th June, 1881 3,50,000 3,50,000 
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16. Nasmyth's Patent 


Press Co. Ltd. l6th Sept., 1867 4,00,000 4,00,000 
17. Calcutta Hydraulic 

Press Co, Ltd. 10th April, 1873 1,70,000 1,70,000 
18. Watson's Patent ` 

Ргезз Со. 144. - 25th Feby, -1874 3,00 000 3,00,000 


19. Ramkristoporo Press Co. Ltd. 23rd April, 1874 1,30,000 1,30,000 
20. Riverside Press Co. 
(Watson's Patent) Ltd. 13th July, 1874 3,00,000 2,99,800 


21. Strand Bank Press Co. Ltd. 24th July, 1874 2,50,000 2,50,000 
22. Chitpore Hydraulic Pressing 
Со. Ltd. 17th March, 1879 4,00,000 4,00,000 
23. Canal Press Со. Ltd. 20th Sept., 1881 2 40,000 2,00,000 
24, Camperdown Pressing Со. Ltd, 25th July, 1882 5,00.000 4,30,000 
25. Agra Pressing Co. Ltd, * 30th June, 1883 1,55,000 1,45,750 
26. India Pressing Со, ТАЧ, 13th Aug., 1883 1,50,000 1,50,000 
27. Titagarh Paper Mills Со. Ltd, 28th July, 1882 9,00,000 8,12,675 
28. Bengal Paper Mills Co. Ltd. 28th Jany., 1890 7,00,000 — 
29, Dehing Saw Mills Со, Ltd, 23rd Feby., 1889 1,00,000 40,700 
30. Sissi Saw Mills & Trd. Со. Ltd, 22nd Oct., 1889 2,00,000 = 
31. Calcutta Flour Mills Co, Ltd, — 18th Decr., 1889 1,50,000 — 
32. Calcutta Central Press Со. Ltd, 21st April, 1865 75,000 70,700 
Total : : 2,34,45,000 1,96,73,575 
Source: Proceedings of the Lieutenant-Governor 
of Bengal in the Registration Depart- 
ment, July, 1890. 

THE FOLLOWING TABLE GIVES THE NAMES OF THE 
AGENTS AND PROPRIETORS OF SOME IMPORTANT 
FACTORIES :— 

Messrs. Geo. Honderson & Co. } Agents, Baranagore Jute Factory 
Co. Ltd. 


Messrs, Jardino, Skinner & Co, Managing Agents, 
Kamarhatty Co. Ltd. 


Kanknarrah Co. Ltd. / 
Managing Agents and Secretaries, 
Howrah Mills Co, Ltd. 

Agents, Clive Jute Mills, 
Managing Agents, 

Samnugger Jute Factory Со. Ltd, 


Titagarh Jute Factory Co. Ltd. & 
Victoria Jute Со. Ltd, 


Messrs, Ernsthausen & Co, Ltd, 


Messrs. Gladstone, Wyllie & Co. 
Messrs. Thomas Duff & Co, Ltd. 


2 = — -——: 


72 CALCUTTA AND ITS HINTERLAND 


Messrs. Andrew, Yule & Co. "V Agents, Budge-Budge Jute Mills 
Co. ТАЧ. 
“Messrs. Apcar & Co. Agents, Seebpore Jute Mfg, Со. 
Ltd, 
Messrs. Kettlewell, Bullen & Co. Managing Agents, Fort Gloster Jute 
Mfg. Co. Ltd. 
Messrs. Mackinnon Mackenzie & Со. Agents, India Jute Co, Ltd. 
Messrs. Macneill & Co, Agents, Ganges Mfg. Co. Ltd. 
Messrs, Birkmyre Brothers Proprietors, Hastings Mill, 
Messrs. Bird & Со. Managing Agents, 
Union Jute Co, Ltd, 
Messrs. Barry & Co. Agents and Secrotaricz, 
Gouripore Cà. Ltd, 


Champdany Jute Co, Ltd, and 


Messrs, Finlay, Muir & Co. Managing Agents, 
Wellington Jute Mills 


Messrs, Gillanders, ` Managing Agents, 

Arbuthnot & Co, Hooghly Mills Co. Ltd. 
Messrs, Gordon Slewar, & Co. Managing Agents, 
Gordon Mills Ltd, 


Source: Report of the Indian Jute Manufactures’ 
Association, 1890. 


Asa natural corolary, immigrants from different districts of 
the country began to flow towards these satellite towns which grad- 
vally assumed the nature of commercial towns having a considerable 
working population and amenities of the urban-life. It is interesting 
to note that the petty traders, Mehajuns, Shop-keepers operated in 
these satellite towns on large-scale. The growth of these towns was 


Spontaneous. None consciously created them. The development of 
mills, factories, administrative- 


nication helped in the form 
depended heavily on the Calc 
` We will give a brief surve 
Let us take the case of S 
which developed as а typic. 
a Danish settlement, 


offices and a better system of comu- 
ation of these satellite towns which 
utta market, 

y of these satellite towns. 


сгатпроге ( in the district of Hooghly ) 


al satellite town, Serampore, originally 


passed to the English on 11th October, 1845. 
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The Danes abandoned their factories along the Hooghly in 1714 ; 
but in 1755 the Danes re-established themselves, is having secured 
from Alivandikhan, the grant of asettlement at Serampore ata 
considerable cost with the help of. Monsieur Law, the chief of the 
french Factory at Cossimbazar. Renanult, the Governor of Chander- 
nagore, also claimed credit for them re-establishment. Soctman was 
the first Governor of the new settlement which was named 
“Frederiksnagore” after the name of Frederick V, the king of 
Denmark, on the 8th October, 1755. But the Danes were not 
allowed to fortify it or to keep up a garrison in it. 

Siraj-ud-daula, when advancing on Calcutta in 1756, ordered 
them to attack the English from the river. But the Danish Governor 
expressed his inability as he had no arms or horse on his return from 
the capture of Calcutta Nawal bried on the Danes a fine of 
Rs. 25,000. During the seize of Chandernagore on the 23rd March, 
1757, some of the french found refuge at Serampore with the Danes 
and the English Governor at Calcutta took exception to this, There 
was a more serious quarrel in 1763. The British, thereupon, invested 
Serampore, but with drew on receiving an apology. The decline of 
Danish trade continued Гог a few years later, as may be gathered 
from the account given by Stavorinus in October, 1769. But it 
revined soon. The servants of the East India Company, not being 
allowed to remit their savings by bills on the Directors, had to 
make their remittances through the | neutral vessels of Danes. In 
1801, hostilities having been resumed with Denmark, Serampore 
was seized by the British, but was restored next year on the conclu- 
sion of the peace of Amieus.: The Danish trade after this period 
began to flourish and the Calcutta traders shipped their goods in 
neutral vessels under the Danish flag. In 1808 war, with Denmark 
having been again declared, Lord Mints, the then Governor general 
sent a detachment of British troops to capture the town while his 
son took the Danish ships lying in the river. Serampore was then 
administered by the Judge Magistrate of Hooghly until 1815 when 
it was restored to the Danes on the conclusion of the peace of kiel. 
Though the Danes recovered the town, they did not regain, their 
trade. Between 1815 and 1845 only one vessel visited the port, 
while in 1813-14 the total revenue was only Rs. 13,231. Eventually, 
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by a treaty concluded on the 22 February, 1845, the king of 
Denmark transferred Serampore with Tranquelar to British for 121 
Lakhs of rupees. This treaty was ratified on the 6th October and 
the place was made over to the English on the 11th October 1845. 
It lie on the right bank of the Hooghly river, midway between the 
towns of Hooghly and Howrah. It became the headquarter of 
Serampore sub-division in 1846. The traders who had made money 
in the days of the Danish East India Company turned to land, and 
their place was gradually taken by a new class of Calcutta-based 
traders. The betel-leaf growers also depended heavily on the 
demands of the wholesale traders of Calcutta. ‘This dependence on 
the Calcutta market turned Serampore into a satellite town of 
Calcutta. In 1855 John Acland founded the Rishra Mills which 
came to be known as the Wellington Jute Mills. India Jute Mills 
was started in 1866, and the number of workers stood at 2135 in 
1882-83. Serampore Paper Mill and Зегатроге Cotton Mill were 
opened Бу 1888. The growth of industries generated a fast rate of 
growth in the population of Serampore. According to Mr А. 
Mitra, between 1872 and 1901 the population of Serampore 
increased from 24,440 to 44,451. There was a large-scale flow of 
immigrants from Bihar, Orissa and United Provinces, so that the 
immigrants formed the major group in the industrial population, 
What was also remarkable was that the manufacturing industries 
were mostly owned by Calcutta—based British firms who 
remitted their prorts to London.? 

Similar were the cases of Howrah proper, Bally and Uluberia 
Which also assumed the nature of satellite towns. Howrah 
Proper, which Bishop Heber described in 1823 as a place 
“chiefly inhabited by ship-builders” and which in 1848 was 
referred to as the working of Calcutta inhabited chiefly by 
persons connected with the docks and shipping, began to 
expand rapidly from the middle of the nineteenth century. Not 
only did the docks increase in size and i 
industrial concerns were Started, viz. 
factories, Flour Mills, 
century, cotton mills, 


n number but other 
; Engineering Yards, sugar 
and after the sixties of the nineteenth 
Jute mills and jute presses. Most of the 


traders who had acquired a lot of fortune in docking-business 
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turned toland and the gap was filled in by the emergence of a 
class of Calcutta-based traders. Production of this town was thus 
controlled by the demand of the Calcutta market. The retail 
traders had to depend upon the demands of the whole-sale 
traders in Calcutta. This sort of dependence on the Calcutta market 
turned Howrah into a satellite town of Calcutta. Howrah proper 
was lying nearly midway between the river-bank and the native 
town; and its centre, bounded by Grierson Road on the north, 
Telkalghat on the south, the river on the east and the Grand Trunk 
Road on the west, formed the focus of the commerciel life. 'The 
Grand Trunk Road presented a busy scene with rows of small shops 
and severallarge markets and carried a heavy traffic to апа from 
the railways, the factories, the shops andprivate houses.? On the 19th 
April, 1872 the Liautenant-Governor said in a meeting of the Bengal 
Council that Howrah proper was a town with considerable 
European Population and immigrants and a Place of great 
manufactures and trade.* Flour Mills appeared to have been started 
in Howrah since 1855. Howrah, Ramkristopur, Ghusury and 
shibpore Jute Mills came into existence оп the 14% July, 1874, Ist 
January, 1876, Ist August, 1880, (May, 1875 and 1876) and another 
in 28th November, 1889 respectively. in 1882-83 the number of 
workers in Ramkristopur, Ghusury and shibpore Jute Mills stood at 
2221, 867, 4556 (2 mills) persons respectively.5 By 1890 Victoria 
Сооп Mill come into existence. Several Iron-works, viz., Howrah 
Iron Works, Victoria Engineering Works, Howrah Foundry had 
been started since the dawn of Seventies.6 The rapid growrh of 
these factories and mills began to draw large number of immigrants 
from Bengal, Bihar, Orissa and United provinces. The population of 
Howrah was 35,205 persons in 1881 and it showed a considerable 
incrcase over the population recorded in 1872. The males had 
increased by 12.6 percent in “Howrah proper and females by 2:1 
percent. Thus these migrants formed a major group in the 
industrial population. Another remarkable feature to be noted was 
that these industries were controlled by the Calcutta-based British 
firms who had to send their profits to London, invariably. A Mitra 
observed that the population of the Howrah city assumed a figure of 
157,594 persons by 1901.7 
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The town of Bally also assumed the nature of a satellite town 
in the same way as Howrah proper. Howrah proper and Bally-two 
towns in the district of Howrah, which extended along the river 
Hooghly for about 10 miles, contained more than one-fifth of the 
total district population. The mills, factories, docks, iron-works 
afforded employment to a large number- of labourers, artisans and 
clerks while many boatmen and khalasis were employed in the ships 
and boats that plied to and from Calcutta. Since the construction of 
the Hooghly Bridge and the extension’ of tramway lines, there had 
been a growing tendency for the workmen who spent their days and 
earned their livelihood in the metropolis to have their homes in 
those newly growing satellite towns. Several Europeans and Indian 
gentlemen of Calcutta had houses or gardens in the town or in its 
suburbs. According to A. К. Mitra the number of inhabitants of 
Bally rose from 13,715 in 1872 to 18,661 in 1901. The railway also 
employed a large number of immigrants. А major part of the 
population consisted of immigrants, mostly mill-heads. This town 
formed part of Howrah City till 1882-83 when it was constituted а 
separate municipality, 

But, according to L. S.S. O. Malley, this place, in the beginning 
of the nineteenth century, became a den of thieves, robbers and 
decoits whose depredations continued until they were cheked by the 
Dacoity Department in the middle of the century. Mr. О. Malley 
observed : “Tradition relates that some of its Brahmins stood round 
the scaffold on which Nanda Kumar was hanged in 1775 and to 
quote from Macaulay’s essay on Warren Hastings, horrified at the 
execution of their fellow Brahman” fled with loud wailings towards 
the Hooghly and plunged into the holy waters, as if to purify them- 
selves from the guilt of having looked on such a crime.” They then, 
so the story runs, returned to Bally and took a vow never to set foot 
in the city which had been polluted by the hanging of a Brahman. 
It is said that this oath was religiously observed for many years, but, 
according to an article witten in 1848, “the necessities of the trade 
and other causes have rendered their resolution nugatory.”  Practi- 
cally, the development of factories, mills, in the middle of the. nine- 
teenth century, had changed the face of 


this place. 
Most of the inhabitants were immi 


grants, as may be gathered 
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from the fact that the increase since 1872 occurred almost exclusi- 
vely among the male population, and more than 60 percent were 
born outside the district of Howrah. The majority of the inhabi- 
tants were Hindus, the Muhammadans representing only 13 percent. 
The Chief industrial concern was the Bally Mill on the Creek Close 
to the railway station. Originally (i.e. in 1839) a Sugar Factory, it 
passed through various hands until purchased by the Borneo Com- 
pany, which converted it into a paper mill, long known as the Bally 
Paper Mill in 1874. Towards the end of the nineteenth century a 
bone mill had been started on the other side of the railway line.8 In 
Uluberia two jute mills, Fort Gloster old and new, had been started 
in 1873 and in 1875 respectively and the number ofthe operatives 
stood at 7089 during the year 1908. Cotton Mills had been started 
in Uluberia (Bauria) on the 7th August, 1872. By 1882-83 the num- 
ber of mill hands stood at 1150.? The headquarter of the Howrah 
Sub-divisson had been removed from Moheshrekha on the Damodar 
to Uluberia on the Hooghly, and suitable buildings having been 
erected. Uluberia was far preferable as a site for the sub-divisional 
head-quarter to Moheshrekha asit was at the head both of the Canal 
and the Trunk Road. The change appeared to have been followed 
by an increase in petty criminal cases, which was only, what might 
have been expected, as Uluberia was а busy place with a consider- 
able number of immigrants, but the most important point to be 
noted here is the fact that all the factories and industries in Bally or 
Uluberia were controlled by the Calcutta-based firms. Production 
was meant for consumption in Calcutta ; not for the benefit of Bally 
or Uluberia. Production and trade of these towns solely depended 
upon the demand of the Calcutta market. Profits were remitted to 
London. This sort of dependance upon the Calcutta market turned 
these places into satellite towns of Calcutta.1° 

ee was the case agi the district of 24-Parganas, the most 
distinctively pies district а Bengal. Nearly 548, 514 persons or 
221 percent of its population became the inhabitants of town by 
1908. Like Howrah, some satellite towns—Cossipur, Ultadinghee, 
Budge-Budge, Baranagar were formed in the district of 24-Parganas. 
Ms, J. C. Marshman 98 in 1845 that the opposite bank of the 
river, comprising Cossipur and Baranagar presented a lively scene 


т 
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of manufacturing and engineering industry, and was gradually be- 
coming studded with elegent villas. The pressing of jute by machi- 
nery into bales for export was started in 1873, when two press-houses, 
were established, viz., Calcutta Hydraulic Jute Press and the Cossi- 
pur jute ware-house with 3300 hands at Cossipur. The latter one 
was established by Ralli Brothers and was the largest press-house in 
Bengal. Mr. L. SS. O Malley noted that nearly all the jute presses 
were started in the town Cossipur and Chitpur and a Sugar refinery 
called the Cossipur Sugar Works with 793 hands and a Lac factory 
with 420 hands had also been started in Cossipur. Proportionately 
the population had increased by 18:2 percent. But the production 
was meant for the Calcutta market ; not for the benefit of the people 
of Cossipur.!! 

Similar was the case with Baranagar. It contained two other 
largest jute mills namely Baranagar North and South Jute Mills and 
a oil Mill exported large quantities of oil to Europe. W. M. Souttar, 
requested the Lieutenant-Governor in a letter dated the 27th 
February, 1878 to extend the Act XIII of 1859 ( to provide for the 
punishment of breaches of contract by artisans, workmen and 
labourers ) to the north suburban municipality. According to him, 
besides the large factories held by the Baranagar Jute Company, 
there were in the town about 60 Castor oil and 20 rope-making 
manufactories in which a large number of operatives were daily 
employed. These men sometimes ran away before fulfilling their 
part of contracts. As the Act had been in vogue in the suburbs of 
Calcutta ever since 1863, and had worked successfully there, and 
аз Baranagar and Из adjacent villages were becoming the seat of 
new industries the extension of this Act became а need ofthe day. 
The Lieutenant-Governor also gave necessary permission to extend 
the Act to Baranagar through a gazette notification on the 19th 


March, 1878. The population of this town stood at 25432 persons 
in 1981.1? 


In Ultadanga (ог Ultadinghee ) a number of manufacturing 
works, of which the largest was the Sura Jute Mill, had been 
established. Among others, the names of four bone mills viz., the 
Bengal with 120 hands, Ganges Valley with 51 hands, Standard with 
59 hands and Agri-phosphates Со. with 95 hands, deserved special 
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mention. Bengal Silk Mill also worked at Ultadanga with 181 hands. 
Butthe owners of all these factories had their main offices in 
Calcutta. The demand of the Calcutta-market influenced the produc- 
tion of these mills. These traders did not look after the well being 
of the native people of these growing towns. They used to send 
their profits to London. A. Smith, Commissioner of the Presidency 
Division informed the Government of Bengal in a letter No. 51-]. С. 
dated the 30th June, 1891 that, in the 24-Parganas, 46 mills, presses 
and factories were at work at the close of the year 1889-90. The 
chief manufactures of the mills and factories were cotton-twist and 
yarn, gunny bags and cloth, sugar, paper, silk, ice, shell-Iac 
and Iac-dye. The presses pressed jute and baled jute for 
export. 1? 

Budge-Budge became the centre of attraction after the 
establishment of Budge-Budge Jute Mill in 1873. This town 
also contained a cotton mill and Albion Jute Mill. But the 
importance of this town increased aftear 1886. In 1882 the 
importers of petroleun in Calcutta sent a memorial to the 
Lieutenant-Governor urging the importance of special provision 
for the petroleum trade which had grown five fold during the 
space of four years ic, from 1878 to 1882. Hitherto, Garden 
Reach was the only place where Petroleum had been stored. 
Butit was considred to be of much risk to the shipping ofthe 
port in case of fire. Therefore Budge-Budge was selected аз the 
best site for this purpose. On the 24th March, 1885, Budge-Budge 
was selected to be a port and wharf for the landing of petroleum. 
It became the oil depot of Calcutta, at which severallarge firms, 
such as the Burma, Standard and Asiatic Petroleum Companies, had 
share; Kerosine oil-tins were also manufactured there. Imported 
Kerosine oil was sent up-country from Budge-Budge. Gunny bags 
manufactured in the mills, were despatched to Calcutta and up- 
country. Population consisted mainly of immigrants. Arrangements 
were made to satisfy the demand of Calcutta and up-country mar- 
kets, "Trade of this place solely depended upon the demands of the 
whole-sale traders in Calcutta. Calcutta-based British firms who 
remitted the entire profit to London were the owners of 
the mills and factories in Budge-Budge. Thus Budge-Budge 
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gradually assumed the nature of a satellite town, and by 1901 the 
population of this town stood at 13,051 регзоп.1* 

In view of the commercial importance of the satellite towns, 
arrangements were made to improve the communication system so 
that these newly created towns might be connected with Calcutta 
on the one hand, and with interior villages on the other hand. It 
can. easily be understood that this process brought the remote and 
interior villages of Howrah, Hooghly and 24-Parganas into close 
contact of the Calcutta market, А 

We have already seen that by 1870, a general system of 
railway was completed. The district of Howrah was traversed 
by two broad (5 feet 6 inches) gauge railways, the East Indian 
Railway and the Bengal Nagpur Railway and by two light (2 feet 
gauge) the Howrah-Amta and Howrah-Seakhala Railways, by 
the year 1900. East Indian Railway had а length of 6 miles to Bally 
and 2 miles to Shalimar.!5 By 1890-91 East Indian Railway had to 
traverse 729 miles, and Bengal-Nagpur 118 miles, the Eastern 
Bengal Railways 7822 miles and the Bengal Central 125 miles, 
the Nalhati 27} miles, the ^ Tarakesawar 221 miles, 
and North-Western 921 miles of path. The other great line, 
the Bengal-Nagpur Railway, was extended to Howrah in 1900, 
thus connecting the district with the Central provinces and 
Bombay on the west, and with Orissa and Madras on 
South.15 According to L. SS. O. Malley, the light railways had 
their origin in an agreement dated 12th June, 1889 between the 
District Board of Howrah and Messrs, Walsh, Lovett & Co, 
which, was subsequently renewed with Messrs. Martin & Coi; 
and sanctioned by Government Notification in the Calcutta Gazette 
of March 27th, 1895. The Howrah Station was remodelled 
and improved first after the opening of the Hooghly bridge, 
and later on the formation of a joint station with t 
Railway. A long row of godowns 
enormos goods traffic, 


Bengal 


the 
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As regards 24-Parganas, the district was traversed by the Eastern 
Bengal Railway which has its terminus at Sealdah. The work of the 
Eastern Section was started 1859 and the line was opened as far as 
Ranaghat in the Nadia district (45 miles) in 1862. It was doubled 
as far as Naihati in 1886, upto Ranaghat in 1892 and to Poradaha in 
the Nadia district in 1897. A branch of the East Indian Railway 
from Naihati was opened in 1887. 

By 1890-91, the new section of the Eastern Bengal Railway from 
Ballygunge to Budge-Budge, had been opened to the public. А sum 
of Rs. 28,540 was spent during 1890-91 in maintaining 2243 miles 
of embankments against 35,044 in the year before. A Tramway from 
Tolly’s Nullah to Santoshpur, which belonged to the port Commi- 
ssioners, was taken over and incorporated in the line. Sanction to 
an extension to Budge-Budge was given in 1888, and the whole line 
as far as Budge-Budge was opened in 1890. The suburbs of Calcutta 
wereserved by the Calcutta Electric Tramway, which had been 
brought out to Alipur, Behala, Belgachia and Tollygunge.!9 

Lieutenant Colonel D. С. Crawford asserted that the Hooghly 
district was well provided with railway lines, as the main line of the 
East Indian Railway ran through its entire length from South to 
North ; the whole length of the Tarakeswar branch which wasopened 
in 1885, of the East Indian Railway and of the Bengal Provincial 
Railway ran through the district, and also the greater part of the 
Howrah-Seakhala Railway and theNaihati branch of the East Indian 
Railway was opened as far as Pandua in September, 1854.1° The new 
line from Sheoraphuli to Tarakeswer had been sanctioned and work 
had been begun in 1883.?? Jubilee Bridge over the river Hooghly 
was opend by the then Viceroy Lord Dufferin, in the Jubilee year, 
1887. The estimated cost of the Jubilee Bridge was nine lakhs of 
rupees. There were also smaller bridges on the main line of East 
Indian Railway.’ Several bridges had been built over the East 
Indian Railway and Bengal-Nagpur Railway lines, the finest being 
the Buckland Bridge leading to Howrah Station. But the most. 
important bridge, the Howrah Bridge, which still serves 
as the connecting link between the Howrah апа Calcutta, 
was opened to traffic in October, 1874. In 1855-56 a 
committee was appointed to consider this scheme but nothing 
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came out of it. By an Act of 1871, the Lieutenant-Governor 
was empowered to have the bridge constructed with Government 
capital, to make and maintain the ways and approaches, to authorise 
the levy of tolls and to appoint port Commissioners to carry out the 
purposes of the Act. Sir Bradford Leslie took the contract and 
finished the construction of this bridge in England. The different 
parts of the bridge were sent to Calcutta where they had been put 
together and the port Commissioners were entrusted with the duty of 
management of this bridge, under the Act IX of 1871.22 The total 
amount of money expended towards this construction stood at a 
figure of £ 220,000 with interest at Rs, 4} percent, being made the 
first charge to be repaid in thirty instalments. The bridge, a 
sectional wooden road way on pontoons was designed to havea life 
of 37 years. In fact, it served as the main channel of communication 
between Calcutta ond Howrah for some 68 years, being replaced by 
the present imposing steel and concrete Structure in 1942. The 
opening of this bridge certainly brought Howrah and at the s 

time the interior villages into close contact of Calcutta. 23 
A considerable amount of traffic was conveyed by small boats. 
From Belur, Bally and other places passengers came to Calcutta in 
slightly larger boats, called Kuthirpansi. From Bally to Burrabazar 
Ghat the usual charge was one to three annas per head, or eight 
annas to onerupee for the entire boat, Various other kinds of 
boats were used for Conveyance of goods. Heavy boats also moved 
up and down the river Rupnarayan and the Damodar during the 
rainy season and brought rice and other agricultural products and 
Kerosine oil. During the months of rain and winter, saltis or. small 
flat-bottomed canoes which could ply over flooded paddy fields and 
along shallow crecks, were used to bring goods from the interior to 
the Hearst: mart. Besides these, four steamer services, viz., Calcutta 
to Rajganj, Calcutta ( Chandpalghat ) to Uluberia, Calcutta 
( Armenianghat ) to Ghatal in Midnapore via Uluberia and Cal- 
A dg ee a Ката, Me Bally, used. to ply between 
у and on week days. All but the first one 


management of . Messrs, Hoare Miller & 


83 by which steamer 


ame 
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Midnapore canel was transferred to Messrs. Hoare Miller & Со.?5 
The first опе was managed by Indians. The District Board 
maintained eleven public ferries, all except one being in the 
Uluberia Sub-Division. On the Damador, Mahesrekha ferry in 
thana Bagnan with two subsidiary ferries, Khadinan and Bansberia, 
Boalia ferry, Garchumuk ferry, Shyampur ferry, and on the Rup- 
narayan-Bakshi ferry in thana Amta, with two subsidiary ferries at 
Pansuli and Dudkurma, Mankar ferry in Bagnan, Sasati ferry Jhumj- 
humi ferry and two ferries viz., Sijberia ferry in Uluberia and 
Sankrail ferry on the creeks, deserved special mention. On the 
Hooghly river port commissioners maintained public ferries within 
thelimits oftheir jurisdiction and the District Board of the 24- 
Parganas maintained ferries out side those limits. The Port Trust 
had its northern boundary pillar at Ghusuri and the Southern pillar 
atBauria. Since 1886 three steamers began to ply below the 
Howrah Bridge, regularly between Chandpalghat and the Kidder- 
pore Docks on the Calcutta side, and Telkalghat, Ramkrishtapur, 
Sibpur and Shalimar on the Howrah side. 

Two steamers plied, daily between Burra Bazar Ghat and 
Ahiritola Ghat on the Calcutta side and Salkhia Bandaghat on the 
Howrah side.?5 

Running along the whole east side of the district, the Hooghly 
provided an easy means of communication by water with Calcutta 
for all the large towns and villages along its banks, by which the 
heaviest and bulkiest goods could be conveyed cheaply, if not 
rapidly. The Calcutta Steam Navigation Company Limited, had a 
daily service of steamers from Hatkhola Ghat Calcutta, to Kalna in 
the Burdwan district. This line of steamers, therefore, formed a very 
useful means of communication with the north-eastern corner of 
Hooghly district and the south-eastern corner of Burdwan. 

Another line of Steamers used to run from the Armenian Ghat 
(Calcutta) to Ranichak in the Midnapore district, opposite the 
point where the boundaries of the Hooghly and Howrah district 
actually coincided. By 1912, there were a number of ferries across 
the Hooghly, most of which belonged to the Zeminders and the 
Municipalities. Two only had been made over to theDistrict Board 
of Hooghly, viz., that at Palta Ghat and/Telinipara Ghat.27 
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| The system of navigable channels was devised and had steadily 
been developed for boat traffic. New cut canal was opened in 1859. 
This led south-east from Ultadanga on the circular canal, 3 miles: 
east of Chitpur to Dhapa on the Baliaghata. canal. After this the 
Bhangar channel was canalized in 1899 for a length of 15miles, thus 
completing the inner channel. Next a channel was made from 
Ultadanga to Bamanghatta. The Steamer Route was used by the 
large steamers and flats of the India General and Rivers Steam 
Navigation Companies. Besides the above two, there were Kaora- 
pukur canal (20 miles), Lake channel (5$ miles) 
canal (10 miles) and another three small canals m 
District Board. Serakol to Jabaral, Sapagachi to Chanbaga and 
Magrahat to Joynagar were the three important canals maintained 
by the District Board. The canal from Sapagachi to Chanbaga. was 
excavated in 1882 at the cost of Government Khas Mahal Depart- 
ments. There were 53 ferries under the control of the District Board. 
Other ferries on the Hooghly river belonged either to the Govern- 


ment, the Port Commissioners or the riparian :municipalities, I 
addition to Sunderbans Steamers Services 


on the Hooghly from Calcutta to Naihati, 
and from Diamond Harbour to Tengra. Steamers also began to ply 
in Ichamati and Jamuna rivers from Taki to Gobardanga. The 
greater part of the inland traffic was carried cy country boats.?8 

Mr. G. Toynbee wrote that during the years from 1795 to 1845, 
"most of the internal district trade being in the absence of good 
roads, carried Бу Pack-bullocks.”? According to him nine roads 


he dawn of sixties many new 


» Kristopur 
aintained by the 


n 
» Passenger steamers plied 
from Calcutta to Kakdwip 


and Trunk Road, from Uttarpara 


1 mules 55 furlongs); (b) the old Grand Trunk Road 
rom Palta Ghat via Hooghly and Pandua to Burdwan, with a length 


of 33 miles, within the district while 3 miles. passed through the 
ри of Chandernagore, the old road from Ghiretti 
о Benaras, ads were grouped under three 


and village roads, In h 
Board had under iG" di 8 п 1902 the 


and 
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which nearly 80 miles were metalled. Twenty roads were partially 
metalled, nine being metalled throughout.?9? 

The Bengal Legislature passed in 1871 an Act for local rating for 
the construction and maintenance of roads (Act X of 1871). The 
rate was local, and persons interested in land and being in possession, 
Zemindars, tenant holders and raiyats, all were to contribute to the 
fund—Zemindars being primarily liable to Government. This 
Act was followed by Act II (B.C.) of 1877, known as the Provincial 
Public Works Cess Act. This Acts were consolidated with 
amendment in the Bengal Cess Act (IX of 1880).5? Mr. D.G. 
Crawford wrote that there were 65 roads in the District 
maintained by the District Board with a total mileage of 492 
miles. $+ 2 

In 1873, W. Е. Ward, officiating Collector and the Chairman 
" ofthe Road Cess Committee, Hooghly, informed that the Road’ 
Cess Committee of Hooghly consisting of Babu Joy Kissen Mukherjee, 
Juggessur Singh, Kedarnath Mookherjee, Suttodayal Banerjee, 
Obhoy Churn Nundy and Behari Laul Mookherjee considered the 
amount to be appropriated to the repair of roads, bridges and the 
construction of new roads. The amount fixed for petty repairs to 
metalled and unmetalled roads was Rs. 18,032 and Rs. 29,300 
respectively. A sumof Rs, 15,400 was set apart for repairs to 
Pandooah and Kalna Road and an amount to the tune of 
Rs. 3,561 was allotted for the construction of Mariah Road.3 2 

Originally there were three roads in the district of Howrah, 
namely the old Benaras Road, the Grand Trunk Road (having a 
length of a little more than six miles in the Howrah district and a 
branch from Salkhia to Bally Khal both metalled throughout), 
Orissa Trunk Road (from Ulubaria to the bank of Rupnarayan). 
Besides these Imperial Roads there were six local roads. But by the 
turn of the nineteenth century the district was well provided with 
means of communication being traversed by railways, roads, rivers 
and canals, Public works Department, the District Board and the 
Municipality were the three authorities who had spared much to 
foster a wide and well developed system of road communication. 
Public Works Department had to maintain the Grand Trunk Road 
(from Shibpur to Bally, 6 miles passing through the two municipa- 
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lities of Howrah and Bally, the Howrah Forshore Road, (running 
parallel to the right bank of the Hooghly from Elliot Bridge to the 
Royal Botanic Garden,(1 mile), the Orissa Trunk Road (from 
Uluberia to the left bank of the Rupnarayan river, 20 miles). All 
these roads were metalled throughout. All other roads outside 
municipal areas were maintained by the District Board.?? Road-cess 
Committee was formed in each district. In the Government 
proclamation notifying the rates of the road cess for 1873-74 in the 
several road-cess districts, it was distinctly stated that a part of the 
road-cess income would be spent on improving village roads and 
waterways and villagers were expressly encouraged to apply for such 
expenditure. The Lieutenant-Governor asserted the fact, that most 
of the district committees, had set aside in th 


eir budgets for the year 
1874, liberal grants for village roads. 


-In some other non-cess district 
sufficient provision for village requirement had not been made, but 
the Lieutenant-Governor trusted 


that the omission might be 
remedied the future years and th 


at savings on other grants of 
the current years (i. e. Ist October 1873 to 1st October 1874) might 
be utilised to make grants for village roads. According to him, the 
committee’s object should be to get as many centres as possible from 
which improvements in village communications should be 
prosecuted. In 1882-83 the amount Spent on district roads and 
village roads, in Hooghly and Howrah, was Rs. 47,218 and Rs. 9,150 
respectively. In road-cess matters Howrah was included in 
Hooghly.35 In 1907-08 this authority had under its charges 40:8 
miles of mstalled roads, 110°6 miles of unmetalled roads and 400 
miles of village tracks. 

Besides fourteen metalled roads twenty unmetalled second class 
roads were kept up by the District Board, all more or less bridged. 


THE SATELLITE TOWN 87 


the payment of compensation on account of certain lands taken for 
the construction of a road at Kumarkhally in the 24-parganas.98 

In 1891, A. Smith, Commissioner of the Presidency Division 
informed that in the 24-Parganas out of 881 miles of provincial 
roads made over to the District Board by the Public works . Depart- 
ment in April 1888, 3$ miles had since been made over to the 
Corporation of Calcutta on the extension of their jurisdiction over 
the suburb. The remaining 851 miles were maintained asa 
cost of Rs. 70,069, the average expenditure per mile being Rs. 821 
against Rs. 819 in the previous year. 

The maintenance of 141 miles of district metalled roads had cost 
the Board Rs. 62,210 or Rs. 441 per mile, as against Rs. 414 in the 
preceeding year. There were in this district 269 miles of unmettaled 
roads, and Rs. 13,487 were spent.on the maintenance, the average 
expenditure per mile being only Rs. 50/- against Rs. 47/- in the year 
before. These roads were under the direct management of several 
local Boards which had taken afair amount of interest in maintaining 
them with as much efficiency asa compatible with the funds at 
their disposal. Besides the above roads, there were in the district 
about 1,035 miles of village roads, and a sum of Rs. 13,500 was spent 
on them duringthe year 1890-91 asagainst Rs. 14,125 in the previous 
year. Besides the expenditure on the existing roads, the District 
Board spent asum of Rs. 11,291 on original works, including 
the Construction of a bridge over the Jalalfore Khal, a sluice on the 
Usti Road, and 10 Culverts on various other roads. А sum of Rs. 
2,118 was spent during the year 1890-91 for improving the ferries 
under the District Board of the 24- Parganas.39 

The Grand Trunk Road (running north from Calcutta along 
the river bank), Jessore Road (passed through Dum-Dum and 
Baraset and maintaineda north easterly direction to the district 
boundary ), Orissa Trunk Road or Budge-Budge Road, Diamond 
Harbour Road, Vishnupur Road, Taki Road, Cossipore and Dum- 
Dum Road, Barrackpore Park Roa 1, and Akra or Matiaburuz Road 
were some of the important roads.* 

We now propose to tell the story of the petty traders who 
operated in the sprawling hinterlad of Calcutta. These petty traders 
usually collected goods and commodities from the interior villages at 


88 CALCUITA AND 118 HINTERLAND 


а cheap rate, supplied those goods or raw materials to the factories 
inthe satellite towns for the manufacture of finished goods which 
were exported to Calcutta for local consumption and overseas 
through the port of Calcutta. Sometimes, agency houses or small 
factories were established in those satellite towns by the petty traders 
themselves. Finished good manufactured in those factories also 
found their place їп Calcutta and. other cities. The petty traders 
included mahajuns, bepairs, fariahs, paikars, dallals, aratdars, shop 
keepers and a host of itinerant traders. 

The preponderance of these petty traders over the fields of jute 
and rice was indeed remarkable. Generally in thedistrict of Howrah, 
Hooghly & 24-Parganas the system of dadan or advances was 
becoming a feature. For example in the Baruipur Sub-Division of 
the 24-pargrnas some ryots were know to grow under advances made 
by beparis or paikars ( petty dealers ). In order to show the nature 
and conditions under which advances were made, a copy ofa form 
of contract entered into by a jute-grower in that part of the country 
has been appended im Appendix ‘D’. The deed shows that а 
cultivator in consideration of an advance of Rs.24/- received by him 
in Kartika ( October) , bound himself to deliver 12 maunds of well- 
dried jute in Pous ( December ) , and in case of failure he agreed to 
pay the value of that quaulity according to the market rate of the 
day. But written contracts were not, however, often made. The 
business was generally carried on under verbal arrangement. Written 
contracts when made were known under different names viz. , Shata 
Patta, or Golajat, or Mola. In the district of 24-Parganas these 
deeds were know as mola. In some places the mahajan, made 
advances on the exptess understanding that he was to be repaid in 
jute, to be delivered at the market rate of the day, and that he was 
alsoto be paid a commission of 1} seer of jute for each rupee 
advanced. In other places the entire produce of the field was made 
over to the mahajan, In case it realised more than the sum 
advanced, the producer was allowed a refund of the difference. In 
one or two places mahajan was content to take only 2 pice on the 
rupee. But where jute was not grown under advances, the ryot took 
the raw jute in bundles, intowhich the hanks of the fibre were made 
up, to the nearest hats or markets according to local circumstances, 
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and. there sold it to petty traders, differently known at different 
places under the names of paikars, fariahs or beparis, who took the 
producé to the satellite towns and disposed of the goods to the 
mahajans who had small firms or agency houses in the towns of 
Howrah, Hooghly and 24-Parganas. So Mahajans were :comparati- 
vely merchants of greater pretensions.*! 

The petty traders also used to go about with money from 
one house to other and purchase the fibre, which they éither 
disposed of on their own account or made over to the mahajans from 
whom they might have received advances. These itinerant traders 
or fariahs were to be met with in each ofthe districts of Howrah, 
Hooghly and 24-Parganas and almost every where they stood in the 
middle between the jute grower and the merchant.  Paikars or 
fariahs prevailed everywhere. Jareep Haldar of Ekluchki, Hooghly, 
Gopal Chunder Mondal of Khurial, Hooghly, Kaloo Shaik of Atthi, 
Hooghly, Madhab Shantra of Balindar, Burdwan, Gopal Chunder 
Dass of Madarpur, 24-Parganas, Kedar Mandal of Baraset, Nucoor 
Chunder Shamanto of Meerhat, 24-Parganas, Bansi Sirdar of Barui- 
pore, Bholanath Ghorami of Cullianpore, 24-Parganas, Nobokristo 
Ari, Shoobol Chunder Dass, Bholanath Ari, Mookam Mollah, Esabdi 
Gazi of Sunderban grant, Bhobanipore, 24-Parganas, Derustollah 
Sheik, Deras Sheik, Doem Mollah of Mooregahtollah, Chand Mollah 
‘of Nulmoory, Bonomally Mollah of Ghorackpooker, Jorip Mollah of 
Nungulbanki, 24-Parganas —' were some of the cultivators of jute. 
The Jute Commission took an interview of the adove producers of 
jute in 1873 and their statement throws light on the activities of the 
so-called petty traders. Thus Jarip Haldar of Eklucki, Hooghly 
described his activities in the following works: “I have known jute 
cultivation all my life. It has increased greatly during the last 20 
years. Beparis come to my house, and take the produce of my fields 
away on pack-bullocks of carts. The cost of transit from my place 
to Bally is about one anna per maund. I take no advances for 
growing jute, but sometimes I borrow from the mahajans, who at 
times take the jute grown in liquidation of the debt at a some what 
- less than the current market price. The interest on loans for the 
cultivation of rice and jute is two pice per rupee; the latter pays 
best, and is attended with less risk." Gopal Chunder Mondal of 
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Khurial, Hooghly stated before the Jute Commission as follows: “I 
grow jute on six beeghas. The fareahs purchase jute at our houses 
and sell it to mahajans and to the owners of mills. As a rule jute is 
not grown under advances, but there are a few ryots who receive 
advances to grow jute, which they sell to the party advancing at a 
price settled at the time the advance are made. In certain instances 
the party advancing money charges interest at the rate of two pice 
per rupee, and takes besides a seer of jute for every maund 
contracted for contracts are sometimes verbal and at the other times 
written. There are villages in our neighbourhood where gunny cloth 
is manufacturer; itis made of desee as well as Lukhipore jute.’’4? 

Gopal Chunder Das of Madarpur, 24-Parganas contended that 
the paikars came to the houses of the growers bought the fibre and 
then carted that fibre to the temporary depots, where they disposed 
of it to the mahajans. The jute of Nyehatee was better than that of 
Baraset. In Hooghly high price caused the cultivation to be doubled 
in 1872. 

Derustollah Sheik, Dera Sheik, Deam Mollah, Chand Mollah, 
Banomally Mollahand Jorip Mollah of 24-Parganas observed that;they 
had been cultivating jute from their boyhood. Sometimes jute was 
sold in the hats, and other times the fariahs came from Rajarhat, 
Ultadanga and other places to their houses and made the purchase. 
Desee jute was sold by them. Fariahs took their jute to Ultadanga, 
Belgatchia and other places. They took advances from the fariahs 
before the cultivation of jute and contracted to sell jute at the 
market price and to give five seers over and in excess of a maund. 
They had to deliver jute within a certain time and if they failed to 
fulfil their contracts, they paid within a given time four annas to 
the rupee by way of interest, They received advances from the 
fariahs in the month of Bhadra i.e., in August or September. Ryots 
who took advances, could not sell jute to others. 

The advance, made in 1872, ranged from Rs. 2 to Rs. 30 in 
each case. They tied up jute in hanks of 2i seers each. 
According. to Nobokristo Ari, Shubal Dass, Bholanath ` Ari, 
Mookam  Mollah, Esabdi Салї of Bhowanipore, 24-Parganas, 
the surplus jute was sold in hats. The fariahs 


. who used 
to buy their jute paid Rs. 2-4 and Rs, 


2-8 per maund. Fariahs also 
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came to their houses and bought jute. They did not grow under 
advance. On the other hand Nucoor Chunder Shamanto of Meerhut 
and Bholanath Ghorami of Cullianpore, 24-Parganas got Rs. 2-4, 
Rs. 2-12 and Rs. 2 only per maund respectively from the paikars 
who came to their houses. Nucoor Chunder had been growing jute 
from 1862. Kedar Mondal of Baraset, 24-Parganas expressed the 
view that the ryots sometimes, when pressed for money, took a small 
quantity of jute to the nearest market and sold it to the paikars. 
Sometimes local dealers bought thefibre from the cultivators and 
sold the fibre in the market to the paikers. Kaloo Sheikh of Hooghly 
had asserted the above fact. Local dealers purchased jute fibre from 
him and sold that fibre in the Mugra market to the paikars.*? 
"Therefore we have seen that jute passed from the producers to the 
petty traders, called, paikars or beparis or fariahs and from the 
latter to the mahajans, who as a rule, stored the produce either in 
their own agency houses or sold that good to a class of people called 
aratdars who had their own agency houses in the towns. Whena 
consignment of jute reached those towns by rail or by country boats. 
It was carted away to the godown of the consignee, generally an 
aratdar, or commission agent, who sold that produce at his own 
discretion, charging godown rent at three pies, and commission at 
one anna, for every maund sold. The rent was charged for the 
total period the goods werestored. Ifa consignment was coming 
by country boats,. the consignee used to send out men, called 
Khalgastis, who used to board the boats consigned to the firm, and 
discharged the ‘prescribed tolls, which was subsequently recovered 
from the consignor.** Ina letter dated the 15th April, 1867, Mr. 
J. R. PU-GHE, Inspector General of Police, Lower Provinces, had 
given а very intersting description of these Khalgastis. There were 
several firms of Aratdars in places like, Goria, Tollygunge, Chetla, 
Ultadnaga. 'These Artadars used to send their own Khalgastis to 
bring boats loaded with grains. Each Khalgasty wanted to outbid 
his rival Khalgastis and thus a storm of quarrel came out of the 
situation and the police generally had to pacify them.*5 Mr. Hem 
Chandra Kerr contended: ‘When the jute was sold from the boats 
in which it was brought, a commission of only one anna on each 
maund sold was charged by the consignee. But if the consignment 
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had to be kept in the arat, or commission agent’s godown, three pice 
more were charged on account of godown rent. The aratdar or 
commission agent to whom the consignment was made acted аз the 
seller's broker." 

The produce was, however, disposed of through the intervention 
of a ragular broker, whoacted on behalf of theintending buyer, who 
was either a native merchant engaged in selling jute in bales or an 
European exporter or any manufacturing concern. Occasionally 
but rarely, when the market was very low and the consignee was 
particularly anxious to close his account, the aratdar himself became 
the purchaser ; but this, when done, usually resulted in a benami 
transaction. When the fibre was approved of, and the terms were 
settled between the commission agent and the broker, a jachundar or 
examiner of the quality ofthe fibre was called 10 examine the 
consignment in the buyer's interest and to fix the quantity to be 
given over and above a maund in case the fibre be found wet 
or inferior to sample. Sometimes the aratdars advanced money to 
the petty traders charging interest at 12 percent, per annum on the 
sum advanced, on the understanding that they would send all they 
could collect to the arats making the advances, The debt was 
charged out of the price realized by the sale of the Jute they bought 
down to the satellite towns. Sometimes a trader under advance 
sold his invéstment ata different arat or agency house, but in 
such a case no difference was made in the rate of interest nor any 
claim urged for damages. The usual precaution taken was to seize 
through the Khslgasht’s the boat. In addition to the commission 
of one anna per maund, the seller had to bear Some chargesin cash 
and in kind,46 

Radhanath Koondo, Greesh Chunder Mookherjee, Nolit Mohan 
Dass, Sree Hurry Shaha; Madhoo Sudan Mittar, Khetter Mohun 
Bose, Nundo Coomar Sha were some of the aratdars of 24-Parganas 
and Howrah, Originally, almost all of them hailed from Calcutta. 
Sri Radhanath Koondo of Ultadanga observed, before the Jute 
Commissionar, in the 9th July, 1873 thus :— “Our arat which has 
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(itinerant traders). The commission of aratdari charged by us is 
one anna for each maund of jute sold. Those beparis who pay at this 
rate dispose of their jute from the boats in which itis brought. 
Those who store their fibre in our godowns pay at the rate of five 
pice per maund, including godown hire. The sellers also рау two 
annas for cach 100 maunds to the weighman. ( This charge is called 
Coyoli), six annas to the coolies who remove the jute from the 
boats, three annas for placing it on the scales and for hire of carts 
for conveying it to the godown and three pice for each cart for 
removing the drums from the carts to the godown; thislast charge 
is called jharani. Besides this, the sellers have to pay one pice to 
the man who on the part of the purchaser notes down the weigh- 
ments, and one pice brokerage per тайпа. The broker appears on 
behalf .of the purchaser. The aratdar is in fact the seller's broker. 
Besides the above cash charges, the sellers have to give to the 
jachundars (men who on behalf of the purchasers examine the jute) 
24 seers of fibre for each 100 maunds, one-quarter of a seer by way 
of dholta (brokerage for each drum of jute, and 71 seers for every 
100 maunds on account of Chootki and birti. There are some other 
purchasing firms who pay one rupee for every 100 maunds to these 
brokers, a few eight annas, some four annas, and other nothing at 
all. Asa rule, we have to advance money to the beparis. There is 
no particular time for making these advances; but a bepari would 
take Rs.500/-from us in one day, and a month or two after, bring 
in their jute to our arats. In addition to the commission, we charge 
them interest at the rate of one percent per annum for the money 
advanced. They generally discharge their debt by paying us a part 
of the value of the jute sold. 

It also happened that dishonest beparis after taking advances, 
sell their jute at other arats. Insuch cases we do not charge them 
more than one percent. In case any portion of jute found to be 
wet or rotten, the jachundars make a deduction from each drum, , 
and the price is settled accordingly, The aratdars sell jute on their 
own responsibility, being accountable to the seller for the money. 
Soon after the sale the proceeds or a :part of them are paid to the 
sellers. Sometimes the beparis themselves and at other times their 
agents, come with cargo, and often they authorize us by letters to 
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sale their jute and remit the money by draft, or send the value in 
consignment of salt. The beparis do not fix a price, but leave it to 
us to sell it to the best advantage. А larger quantity of jute is 
brought in country boats than steamers and by rail. The Burrana- 
gore jute factory people buy jute. We remit money to the beparis 
in hoondies, and we charge 4 annas to 1 rupee hoondean for every 
100 rupees.” Other aratdars also harped on the same string. 
According to them best quality of country jute, commonly known 
as desee, came from Hooghly ( Baidyabati, Serampore, Janai, 
Atcheepore etc. ), 24-Parganas (Nyhattee, Dum-Dum, Kanchrapara, 
Belgatchia) , Nadia, Сипа, Murshidabad.47 

But these mahajans had to face certain troubles. Sometimes 
goods were despatched from the interior to the town by the Mahaj- 
ans or their agents in country boats. A mahajan, thus, had to hire 
every year from about 100 to 400 boats for transport of different 
classes of goods from the interior to town market. Mahajans had no 
cargo boats of their own, and whenever they had to despatch goods 
they looked to the boatmen for the purpose. Cargo boats were, as 
arule, owned by the lower classes of Hindoos and Mahamedans 
most of whom were unscrupulous, and who did not hesitate to 
misappropriate as much of mahajans’ goods entrusted to them as 
they safely could. The practice then followed in hiring cargo boats 
was that the head manjee had to be brought by a ghat manjee (a 
sort of broker and negotiator between the boatmen and the mercha- 
nts) before the mahajan, and he was at once engaged contingent, 
of course, on the settlement of the rate of hire per one hundred 
maunds. The majority of those boatmens never sticked to their 


own villages, but used to go to such centres of trade and commerce 
where they believed the 


boats. Hence those men 
of business, nothing coul 
The next step, after à boa 


was subordinate. Where a manjee was honest he gave a faithful 
description of himself, but a dishonest manjee with an evil intention 
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Always took resort to fictitious stories. In order to check that sort 
of malpractice the members of the Bengal National Chamber of 
Commerce, in 1890, made a representation to the Government of 
Bengal on the necessity of initiating Legislative action for the licens- 
ing registration of cargo boats in the mofussil.*5, 

Anyway, the method, in which transactions in jute were 
conducted, between those mahajans and dallals, was much more 
interesting. There was the greatest noise and confusion on every 
side, but the real business was transacted without a word. The hanks 
were brought by boat or on men's heads to the nearest market or 
hat, one of which was to be found within a few mile of every 
village. There it was sold to the beparis, as the dealers who used to 
go into the interior were called. The jute was next put into boats 
of from 50 to 150 maunds burden, and conveyed to the exporting 
marts. There it was sold to the mahajans, or the small merchants 
who remained stationary in one place and purchased jute brought to 
him, either as a speculation or for acommission. However, the dallal 
told the mahajan what was the numbers of maunds of jute in his 
clients boat, and where that came from ; he used to offer a sample, 
and then they had to put their hands together under a cloth. Offers 
and demands were indicated by tracing the Bengali figures express- 
ingthe rate per maund on the palm of the person concerned, 
no one else being able to know what amount was to be 
given or received. If the parties came to terms, a little jute from 
the sample was delivered by way of a sign that the bargain was 
complete. It might have been introduced by the dallals in order to 
cheat the beparis. Those country traders were exposed to be 
deceived as tothe price agreed to. The bargain made in the 
broker’s boat was seldom adhered to, When the bepari brought 
his jute to the mahajan’s ghat, he was told, generally with great 
truth, that it was not of as good quality as the :sample and the 
price had to be settled over again. If the market had risen the 
seller claimed the benefit.*? 

Evidently, the village markets or hats played a vital role in the 
development of trade and commerce of the satellite towns. As 
regards the internal trade, the system of hats or markets held usually 
twice a week was generally adopted. Everything was brought to 
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these hats, and goods were then picked up by traders’ agents and 
collected for despatch to the nearest depots i. e. these growing 
towns. Pack bullocks were largely employed in carrying produce 
to. and from the numerous hats.5° 

Ramkristapur (in the Howrah town), Uluberia, Salkia, Santraga- 
chi, Апиа, Bally, Dumjoor, Matiari, Апаш, Begri etc. in the 
Howrah district and Bhaddreswar, Chandernagore, Mundalghat, 
Nowdah, Boidyabati, Hooghly, Serampore, Tribeni, Boinchee, Pand- 
ooah in the Hooghly district and Rajah’s hat, Culpeé, Mugrah, 
Sorserhat, Bakhra, Bageerhat, Mandi, Kiatola, Nyenen, Joynuggar, 
Khanjai, Baraset, Taki, Kaligunge, Chitpore, Chetla, Dhosha, 
Behala, Patalanuggur, Basirhat, Dum-Dum, Naihati, Sookchur, 
Chandoora, Badooria, Kolaroha, Goburdanga, Bagerkhal, Goreah, 
Jhowdunga, in the 24-Parganas district were the chief exporting 
marts. Besides these, therewere some small marts also.^1 

Mr. Chandra Nath Banerjee wrote about Howrah in 1872 ‘There 
are hats and Bazars scattered throughout. Liquior shops Moodies’ 
shops and sweetmeat shops are to be found all over the town as 
wellas shops for the sale of country cloth and English Cambric 
prints. Mahomedan and Hindoo brokers? shops are chiefly confined 
to the town, There are also native masons, carpenters, brick bur- 
ners, tailors and petty traders in all sorts of commodities not only in 
the town, but all over the district. Itisa peculiar characteristic of 
the district that as soon as a man saves alittle money, he sets himself 
up as a petty trader."?? According to L. 55. О. Malley the actual 
workers, in Howrah among the commercial classes, numbered only 
7,157, including 2,551 petty shop-keepers and their servants. 
Anyway, the Hooghly district also possessed some important marts, 
Mallick Kasim’s hat at Hooghly, was the famous mart for rice and 
paddy : Dhaniakali and Sheoraphuli in the Serampore Sub-division 


were famous for cloths and jute and Bally for Tasar fabrics. Consi- 
derable sales took place in this” distri 


ct also at religious festivalas 
(melas ) of which the lar 


gest and the most important were those 


SET Mehesh ( Serampore ), at Tarakeswar and at Tribeni. 
Boidyabati and Bhadreswar were 


and rice and vegetables, 
jute and hemp were twi 


the two important marts of jute; 
According to D, С. Crawford, Ropes of 
sted by hand at Boidyabati, Konnagat> 
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Kotrang, and Uttarpara and these were sold in the periodical ‘hats’ 
for ultimate exportation to Calcutta. 3 

A very large proportion of vegetables and fruits consumed 
in the metroplis came from the districts of Howrah and Hooghly, 
and great deal of it was collected at the important mart of Sheora- 
phuly near Serampore which was one of the largest *hats' in Bengal. 
A perishable article like potatoes, for instance to which a large area 
ofthe Serampore Sub-Division owed much ofits prosperity, could 
much of its prosperity, could not be profitably cultivated unless 
there were large marts close hand, where it could be readily disposed 
of.54 So, there is no doubt that the periodicals markets, fairs and 
petty shop-keepers used to exert certain influence in the economic 
life of the satellite towns. 

Now we like to examine, in short, other important trades also. 
After jute comes rice. This trade in Howrah, Hooghly and 24- 
Parganas was almost in the hands of petty traders like beparis, 
dallals, mahajans, and aratdars. Usually, when the paddy was cut 
and prepared for sale, the beparies or dealers, .came to the culti- 
vators and bought it up, and sometimes the Zemindar also sent his 
agents round to collect from the cultivators. Such Zemindars also 
carried on money lending business. According to L. SS. O. Malley, 
the Kundu Chaudhris of Mahiari (or Mouri), Howrah, were 
originally traders and money-lenders who gradually attained the 
dignity of Zemindars. Tekauri Babu and his descendants Hiraman 
Kundu, Kedar Nath Kundu and others of Mouri were carrying on 
money-lending business with Zemindari in 1872. Shambhu Chandra 
Pal was a well-known petty merchant who erected in 1864 an 
immense rice golah and gave the name of Chelapattighat to the 
ghat leading to the river from his godown premises. Chelapattighat 
means rice-quarter ghat. 

However, the collected paddy or rice was brought to the marts 
and the mahajans used to buy those staples and kept them in the 
godowns of aratdars in the satellite towns or the mahajans themse- 
lves sent their own men who, on behalf of Mahajans, advanced 
money to the needy ryots in slack season on condition that the entire 
produce should be sold to him or numerous grocers and petty shop- 
keepers added to their profits by judicious usuary, advancing paddy 
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or money to the ryots in the slack season and being repaid after 
hervest with 25 per cent interest. They alsomade a profit of 2 to 4 
annas in the rupee for paddy husking. They advanced paddy to the 
ryots, whose women-folk husked it, and then the husked rice was 
sold either in the market or to the mahajans who in their turn sold 
it to aratdars in the satellite towns of Hawrah, Hooghly ahd 24- 
Parganas. At times the Mahajans directly purchased from the 
cultivators and sold it to the native rice pounding and husking fac- 
tories in the satellite towns for the ultimate exportation to Calcutta. 
L. SS. О. Malley observed: “Rows of godowns lie along the river 
banks stored with the rice ; while a number of rice cleaning machi- 
nes are at work, producing clean white rice for export or for consum- 
ptionin Calcutta. These machines are worked partly by steam, 
partly by hand, and are all managed by Indians. In this way an 
industry has been developed." Thus the rice and paddy husked in 
Budge-Budge, Howrah town, Canning, Basirhat and Hooghly town 
were exported to Calcutta,56 

Apart from jute and rice petty traders were 
in coarse cloth, fish, vegetables, gurh, raw silk. Ramkrishtapur was 
said to be the greatest mart for hand-loom cloths, in lower Bengal. 
Numerous varieties and large quantities of these cloths, which found 
а ready sale among dealers, were brought here from the Howrah, 
Hooghly, Nadia, Jessore, Midnapore, 24-Parganas. ‘In the Uluberia 
‘hat’ too a large number of cows and plough cattle were sold. Mahi- 
ari or Mouri and Amta were the centres of rice-trad 
Bargachia had a considerable trade in raw jute. The opening of the 


also engaged in trade 


excellent caner works, e.g., baskets, chairs, cradles and fancy articles 
Which Were said to be in no Way inferior to the Chinese work of 
Bentinck Street, Calcutta, They found a ready sale in Howrah and 
thence to Calcutta, The ‘hat’ days at Baduria in the district of 24- 
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Parganas were Tuesday and Friday. ‘Gurh’ were sold in those marts. 
Petty traders purchased huge quantities of ‘Gurh’ in those ‘hats’ and 
sold them to the refineries situated inthe satellite townslike Basirhat, 
Gobardanga, for the manufacture of sugar. The sugar, thus manu- 
factured, was exported to Calcutta560. A coarser sugar, was also 
made called *Dolooah'. According to Major Ralph Smyth the chief 
traffic was in exports of sugar and rice. Khaur Sugar, manufactured 
from the date-juice was largely manufactured and extensively cxpor- 
ted to Calcutta 57.: In 1891, A. Smith, Commissioner of the Presi- 
dency Division wrote in a letter to the Secretary to the Government 
of Bengal, General Department, that the manufacture of sugar 
according to the native process continuedin the Baraset and Basirhat 
Sub-divisions and the trade in cotton twist and yarn spun locally 
was brisk 58. ў 

Major Ralph Smyth also observed that the manufacture of Gurh 
was very remunerative to the native merchants or mahajans who 
had even established small factories of their own in those satellite 
towns. These factories purchased juice from the interior villages 
and manufactured only the coarsest kind of sugar, gurh, or jagree. 
In the year 1857, the annual shipments to Calcutta alone was said 
to have exceeded 20,000 maunds," 5? Tobacco, grown in the north 
of Baraset Sub-division, was brought to Baraset by petty traders who 
had either their own biri or tobacco factories in the satellite town 
Baraset or sold them in the ‘hats’ to the mahajans and thence it was 
exported to Calcutta. Mats were made in the Basirhat Sub-division 
but the chief seat of the industry was Falta. 

From Falta these mats found a ready market in Diamond Har- 
bour, and thence to Calcutta. Magrahat was one of the largest rice 
marts in the south of the district and agencies had been opened for 
the purchase of rice and sale of Kerosene oil. Sulkhea and Bhuddres- 
war were two large storing place where the petty native merchants 
kept their Salt bags whilst waiting for a favourable market in Cal- 
cutta or up-country.°° The registered export of salt from Bhuddres- 
war 3,75,000 maunds during the year 1876-77. Silk and cotton 
were important manufactures of Hooghly.91 The weaving of the 
thread into cloth was carried on in Goghat thana, Bally, Dewanganj, 
Shyambazar, Badanganj, Kayapat and Radhaballavpur of the 
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Hooghly district. The fabrics produced were Saris, dhoties, jors, 
napkins, and dress-pieces made to order. They were sold either to 
local traders, who, made advances to the weavers or in the local 
markets, or were sent to the large ‘hats’ held at Ramjibanpur in the 
Ghatal Sub-division and Ramkristapur in Howrah town. Mahajans 
or beparis engaged by those Mahajans usually purchased goods 
either from the weavers directly or from the local ‘hats’ and brought 
them to Hooghly town, Serampore or Chinsurah where the small 
merchants were the chief purchasers of these goods. 

Sometimes these mahajans had their own shops in these satellite 
towns, These goods were also exported to Calcutta and other 
places.9? Rupchand Ghose of Howrah was а flourishing petty dealer 
in piece-goods and perfumery.?? Silk was sold to dealers from 
whom the mulberry cultivators received smalladvances. The raw 
Silk produced in Jagatballavpur in the district of Howrah was largely 
exported to Serampore and Ultadanga. The native traders, in 
Serampore used to manufacture handkerchiefs and cloths with the 
aid of raw silk thus brought by the mahajans or dealers from the 
interior. Colour printing on cloths and dyeing was also a prosperous 
industry at the same place i.e., at Serampore. Similarly mustard 
seed, linseed, gram, peas, etc. were brought by these petty traders 
from the interior villages and these seeds were delivered to the native 
or European oil factories in Sulkhea, Santragachi and Telkalghat 
(in the Howrah town ). Bricks and tiles were made along the West 
Bank of the Hooghly river from Bansberia to Bally and also along 
the Bally Khal, wherever suitable soil was found. There were also 
large number of native mills in Bally for pounding bricks into Surki. 
Tiles were also made in Barrackpore in the district of 24-Parganas, 

These goods were brought by the petty dealers to these satellite 
towns. Pottery was made in every village of Howrah, Hooghly and 
24-Parganas. These were exported to Calcutta through these 
satellite towns. According to. Ralph Smyth, fish exported to Cal- 
cutta by these satellite towns of 24-Parganas was estimated at 2,000 
rupees daily. The value of vegetable exported to Calcutta from 24- 
Parganas was estimated at 80,000 rupees per year in 1857.64 

Thus thestory of petty traders’ shows «the nature of influence 
exerted by them over the process of economic development of the 
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satellite towns. With the development of transport system and 
consequent enlargement of the hinterland, their field of activities, 
also began to spread. The non-Bengali traders began to infiltrate 
gradually, and replaced the Bengali traders. Burrabazar was the 
main centre of the non-Bengali traders. To the story of Burrabazar 
we now turn. 
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The following table shows tho districts, provinces of countries in 
which the inhabitants of Howrah were born. It will be seen that less 
than 23 percent are natives of the Howrah district, as many аз 33 
per cent having been drawn from the Hooghly district, 

Districts in Bengal Male Female 

Backergunge 17 13 

Balasore 442 49 

Bankura 822 340 

Beerbhom 112 16 

Bhagulpore 1 97 


39 
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Burdwan 
Calcutta 
Chittagonj 
` Champarun 
Санак 
Dacca 
Darjeeling 
Dinajpore 
Durbhunga 
Furreedpore 
Gya 
Hazaribagh 
Hooghly 
Howrah 
Jessore 
Lohardugga 
Maldah 
Manbhoom 
Midnapore 
Menghyr 
Moorshedabad 
Mozufferpore 
Maymensing 
Noakhally 
Nuddea 
Patna 
Poorce 
Pabna 
Purneah 
Rajshaye 
Sarun 
Shahabad 
Sonthal Pergunnas 
Tipperah 
24-Parganas 


Provinces or States 
outside Bengal but 


within British India 
eRe eS a T, 


Assam 
Bombay & Sindh 
Rritish Burmah 


Total : 


3,012 
889 


42 
1,698 


50,855 


73 


© 
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Central Province 37 7 
Central India 42 20 
Hyderabad 2 5 
Madras 23 13 
North-Western Provinces 9,326 360 
Punjab 56 40 
Rajputana States 83 18 
Unspecified 140 97 

Total; 9,790 584 


Asia outside 
the Indian Empire 


Afghanistan 
Arabia 1 2 
China 10 4 
Nepal 13 5 
Persia 2 T 
Philippine Islands i 6 2 
Straits Settlements 1 
Ceylon 1 on 
Europe 
Belgium 1 Aes 
England 138 56 
France д 4 P 
Germany 9 1 
Ireland 15. 11 
Italy 1 ө 
Scotland 78 22 
Switzcrland 1 . 
Wales 2 1 
Unspecified 3 M 
252 9» 
America 10 3 
Australia 1 " 
Atsea 6 мб 
Grand Total: 60,952 44,623 


Source: Report on the Census of the Town and Suburbs ` 
of Calcutta, 17th February 1881, H. Beverley. 
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Proceedings of the Marine Department Port Trust Branch, March 1885. 
(Index No. 3, Serial No. 11 to 19 dated 24th March, 1885) ; Administra- 
tive Reports of the Commissioners for making improvements in tho 
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L, 88. O. Melley, Ed., Howrah, 1909. 
Report on the Administration of the Bengal Presidency, 
Bengal, 1890-91, 


cit. 
iovornment of 


L, 68. О. Malley, Ed, Howrah, 1909 ; A short branch, 3 miles long, from 
Santragachi to Shalimar Station carried tho heavy traffic intended for 
export over-seas direct to the Kidderpore Docks, the train crossing tho 
Hooghly inlarge ferry steamers. As far as the district of Howrah was 
concerned, that line had developed the goods traffic from the Uluberia 
and had given increased facilities for passenger traffic from that part 
to Howrah and Calcutta, The capital of Howrah-Seakhala line was 
six lakhs, while the capital of the Howrah-Amta line was raised from 
nine lakhs to sixteen lakhs by the issue of additional shares for four 
lakhs and debentures for three lakhs, The Howrah-Amta line was 
opened up to Domjoor in 1897, and to Amta in 1898. 

The line originally belonged to a private company, and was taken 
over by the Government in 1884, The line came under the Imperial 
control in 1892 and included the eastern section from Sealdah to the 
northern boundary of 24-Parganas, Southern 
ches running to Diamond Harbour, Budge 
Section from Dum-Dum junction to 
branch from Dum 


Section, with three bran- 
-Budge and Canning, Central 
Gobardanga (31 miles) with & 
-Dum to Pattipukur (4 miles) and another branch 


from Barasat Junction to Baliaghata Bridge (9 miles), Necessary works 


—— 


18. 


19. 
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to quadruple the line up to Naihati were in progress. The North-west 
part of 24-Parganas lying within thanas Dum-Dum, Barrackpore, 
Nawabganj, Khardah and Naihati had been served by the eastern 
section. This section had also two branch lines to Chitpur and Naihati. 
Tho Chitpurline which carried goods traffic only, left the main line 
near Belgachia and joined the Port-Commissioners’ Railway at Chitpur. 
This branch was opened in 1873. 


L, SS. O. Malley, Ed. 24-Parganas, 1914; The line running to Canning 
through Ballygunge, Garia, Sonarpur and Champehati was originally 
known as the Calcutta and South-Eastern Railway and was constru- 
cted by a private company under a Government guarantee. The line 
was opened up to Champahati in 1862, and was completed and opened 
throughout in 1863 and the line was taken ovor by the Government in 
1868. 16 was single, except from Sealdah to Ballygunge this part 
being doubled in 1883. The Diamond Harbour line left tho Port 
Canning line at Sonarpur and took a south-westerly direction to 
Diamond Harbour, The construction of this line was commenced in 
1880, and it was opened as far аз Magrahat in 1882, and completed 
up to Diamond Harbour in 1883, А small branch opened in 1383, was 
running from Diamond Harbour southwards for half-a-mile to Hara on 
tho Hooghly. The Budge-Budge line served the Budge-Budge {апа 
and a portion of Tollygunge. Tt was sanctioned in 1886 ава line from 
Ballygunge іо Kidderpore Docks, which was to be constructed by the 
Tort Commissioners. 


The line was doubled up to Brace Bridge Junction and single from 
there to Budge-Budge. Tho engineering work of importance was the 
bridge over Tolly’s Nullab, the main span of which was 115 feet 10 
inches. А small branch, 2} miles long, used to run from Braco Bridge 
Junction to Brace Bridge Halt. 

The central section followed a north-easterly course through Baraset 
and Habra and served thanas Dum-Dum, Baraset and Habra. Tho 
line in fhé distirict of 24-Parganas formed part of a line running from 
Sealdah to Khulna, with branches from Bongaon to Ranaghat (in 
Nadia) and from Dum-Dum to Pattipukur. The line was opened up to 
Gobardanga in 1883. The Port Commissioners Railway connected tho 
Eastern Bengal State Railway with the docks, and was running from 
Cossipur tothe Kidderpore Docks, Tollys Nullah, and the bridges 
over tho circular canal at Chitpur were the important engineering 
works, 


Lieutenant Col. D. G. Grawford, Medical Gazetteer, Hooghly district, 
1903 ; Half-a-mile north of Hooghly Station the Naihati branch line had 
left the main line. The Naihati branch of the East Indian Railway 
contained the great Jubilee Bridge over the Hooghly River, opened in 
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20. 


29. 


30. 


31. 


32. 


ı 1, Road Cess August 1873 (Lette: 
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1887. This branch was constructed in order to connect the East Тайша 
апа the Eastern Bengal Railways systems. The Bengal Provincial 
Railway left the East Indian Railway at Magra. 1t was opened from 
Tarakeswar to Вазпа on Ist January 1895, from Basna to Magra on gun 
March 1895. There were also two branch lines, viz., from Sheoraphuli 
to Tarakeswar (22 miles) and from Bengal to Naihati (3 miles), 


Proceedings in the General Department—Miscellaneous, September 1883. 
(Letter No. 306 4%. the 28th June 1883, ) 
D. б. Crawford, op.cit. 


L. 55. О. Malley, Ed., Howrah, 1909 ; 24-Parganas, 1914. 


С. W. Tyson, A Centenary Survey of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce & 
Industry, 1953, 44-45, 


L. SS. О. Malley, Ed., Howrah, 1909. 


Proceedings of the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal їп the General 
Department (Miscellaneous), September, 1883. (Letter No, 306 dated 
the 28th June, 1883), 


L. 88. О, Malley, Ed, Howrah, 1909. 
D. С. Crawford, ор-сй. 


1. SS. О, Malley, Ed., 24-Parganas, 1914; Procecdings of tho 
Government of Bengal in the General Department (Miscellaneous), 
October, 1891 (Letter from А, Smith, Esq. Commissioner of the 
Presidency Division to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal, 
General Department, No, 51.7. С. dated the 30th June, 1891 ). 


G. Toynbee, A Sketch of the Administration of the Hooghly District, 


1795—1845 ; According to Mr. Toyanbee the following nine roads were in 
existence in 1830 from Bally via Inchura to Kalna and thence to 
Murshidabad ; the Grand Trunk Road, old Benaras Road, Uluberia to 
Midnapore and thence to Cuttack, from Gireti Ghat to Dwarbata via 
Haripal, Burdwan to Midnapore via Koerganj, Ghatal to Khirpai, 
Singur to Hooghly, Hooghly to Bhastara via Polba. 

Sarada Charen Mitra, 


The Land Law of Bengal (Tagoro Law Lectures) 
р. 97. 


D. C. Crawford, ор. cit, (Sce Appendix ‘C’), According to Mr. Toyanbee 
the germ of this Road Cess committee was fo 


the road from Hooghly to Dhaniakhali, 
funds raised by public subscription 
expenditure of those funds by a commit; 


Proceedings of the Revenue De 


und in the construction of 

as it was mainly constructed by 
and because in the supervision of 
tee of Indian gentlemen, 


partment (Local Taxation) Head No. 
т from W. E, Ward, Esq.). Officiating’ 
Road-Cess Committee, Hooghly to the 
vision, No, 18, dated 16th July, 1873). 


Collector and Chairman of tho 
Commissioner of the Burdwan Di 
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ABSTRACT OF THE ESTIMATES PREPARED BY THE COMMITTEE 


Receipts Rs. Expenditure Rs, 

By Balance ces 3,363 Road Cess Deputy 
By Cess at 1 pie rate— Collector’s Establishment 6,288 
Hooghly eee 33,632 Contingencies on 1,200 
Burdwan А 21,015 Road Fund Establishement 1,844 
House Cess under Pt. IV 7,500 Contingencies et 408 
Tolls а 3,835 Repairs to mctalled Roads 18,032 
Ferries ae 6,790 Repairs to unmetalled Roads 29,300 
One per cent Cess in Khas Pandooah & Culna Roads 15,400 
Mahal Collectors & С. 434 Mariah Boad sss 3,561 
Add grant as per Government Famine Works hs 10,000 
letter dated 9th July 1873 20,000 Balance CD 10,536 
TTotal Rs. 96,569 Total Rs. 96,569 


Details of Income and Expenditure as set forth in the 
Annual Estimate for 1873-74. 
Income Rs. 88,706 Expenditure Rs. 81,864 


33. L.SS. O. Malley, Howrah 1909. 

34, Proceedings of the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal in the Revenue 
Department (LOCAL Taxation), Head No, 1, Road Cess, October 1973 ; 
(Letter from the Officiating Secretary to the Government of Bengal in 
the Revenue Department to all Commissioners, Chairman of District 
Committees in Road Cess, dated the 27th September 1873. 


35. Proceeding of the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal in the General 
Department (Miscellaneous) September 1883; (Letter No. 300, dated 
the 28th June 1883). 
36. 1.55. O. Malley, Ed., Howrah 1909; Four lines important Metalled road in 
Howrah The Old Benaras Road (from Howrah to Jagodishpur, 5 miles 3 
furlongs), Howrah to Jagatballavpur (15 miles 6 furlongs of which the 
first 8 miles were metalled), Dumjoor to Dauria Station (13 miles 7 
furlongs of which the last mile only was metalled), Dumjoor to 
Jagadishpur (4 miles 4 furlongs), Dumjoor to Mahiari ( 3 miles of 
which the first half was metalled), Mahiari to Makardah (1 mile 7 
furlongs), Mahiari to Santragachi (4 miles 4 furlongs of which the last 
mile was metalled), Mahiari to Kunda Road (5 miles 4 furlongs), Andul 
to Ekabbarpur (8 miles of which the first two miles were metalled), 
Andul to Rajganj (2 miles), Thanamakwa to Goabaria (1 mile 2 furlong), 
Makardah to Верт! (2 miles 4 furlongs), Uluberia town tothe Railway 
Station (1 furlong), Liluah Station tothe old Benaras Road (1 mile 1 
furlong)—were the more important metalled roads, 
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37. Major Ralph Smyth, Statistical and Geographical Report, of 


38. 


39- 


44, 


24-Parganas in 1857; Eight important roads in the District of 
24-Perganas; The road from Calcutta to Barrackpore, and thence 
to Fulteh Ghat and Ichapur was forming part of the Grand 
Trunk Road to the North-western Provinces. The road crossed 
the Hooghly river at Ghyrette Ghat and was metalled throughout. 
The road from Calcutta to Diamond Harbour (metalled) had a 
branch dak road, The road from Caleutta to Uluberia via Budge- 
Budge (metalled) might be regarded as the high-road to Midnapore. The 
road from Calcutta to Baruipur (moetalled), Joynagar and Culpee 
(unmetalled), crossed Tolly’s Nullah over the Gariahat suspension 
bridge andthe Nachungatcha Khal over the Surrojpur suspension 
bridge. The road from Caleutta to Baraset (metalled) passed through 
Dum-Dum and branched off at Baraset into two unmetalled roads, The 
road leading from Ваггаскроге to DBaraset and continuing on to 
Basirhat, Soladauah hada branch to Hurwa and Taki on the Jumuna 
river. The road from Naihati, nearly opposite Chinsurah and Hooghly, 
leading partly through the Nadia district and leading to Baduria (where 
as branch joined No. 6 to Basirhat) on the Jamuna river, which 16 
crossed by aferry continued on through Poora Hoikari, joined at 
Ootur Pranshupur by a road coming from Kullarahout in the district of 
Nadia, and from thence branched off into three roads, one leading to 
Boyrah and Paroobah, another to Shatkira, Dhulihat, Chandpoor, 
Paithullee and the third to Shoroober and Sakdah on the Cobboduk 
river, Jhe road from Ariadaha, on the bank of the Hooghly river, 
crossed the Barrackpore Road a mile below Coxo's Bunglow, and passed 
through Nimta on to Gouripur and thence crossed the Baraset Road to 
Rajarhat and continued on bya track to Ooreeaparah, and thence to 
Bangorhat. These were the general lines of communication, 

Proceedings of the Government of Bengal in the Revenue Department 
(Land Revenue, Head No. 3, Serial No. 9 to 14, dated 13th August, 
1873). 

Proceeding of the Government of Bengal in the General Department 
(Miscellaneous), October 1891 ‘(Letter from A. Smith to the Secretary 
to the Government of Bengal, General Department No. 51, J. G., dated 
the 30th June, 1891). 

L. 55. О. Malley, Ed., 24-Parganas, 1914. 

Hem Chandra Kar, Report on the Cultivation of and Trade in Jute in 
Bengal and Indian Fibres available for the manufacture of paper. 
published in 1877. 

Ibid. (Statement recorded by the Jute Commission in 1873). 

Ibid. 

Ibid. 
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Proceedings of the Lieutenant Governor in the Judicial Department, 
June 13067) (Letter from J. R. Pughe to the Secretary to the Government 
of Bengal, No. 2285 dated the 15th April, 1867). 

Hem Chandra Kar, op. cit. 

Ibid. 

Annual Report of the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce from Ist 
June, 1891 to 31st May, 1892. 

Report on the Internal Trade of Bengal, 1876-77. Published by 
Government of Bengal (Mr, Nolan’s Statement). 

Procecdings of the Government of Bengal іп the General Department— 
Miscellaneous, October, 1873 (Letter of E. W. Solony, Commissioner 
of the Rashahyeo Division to the Secretary to the Government of 
Bengal, General Department), 

Report on the Internal Trade of Bengal, 1876-77. 

C. N. Banerjee, op. cit. 

D. С. Crawford, ор. сй. 1. SS, О. Malley, Ed., Howrah, 1914; 
Hooghly 1912. 

Proceedings of the Lieutenant Governor of Bengal in the General 
Department (Miscellaneous), September 1833 (Letter No, 306, dated 
28th June, 1883). 

L. SS. О. Malley, Ed. Howrah, 1909. 

Ibid. 

Major Ralph Smyth, op. cit. 

Proceedings of the Government of Bengal in the General Department 
(Miscellaneous), October, 1891 (Letter No. 51, dated 30th June, 1891), 
Major Ralph Smyth, op. cit. 

L. 88. О. Malley, Hooghly, 24-Parganas. 

Report on the Internal Trade of Bengal, 1876-77. 

L. SS. О. Malley, Ed. Hooghly, Howrah. 

Bengal Past and Present, Volume II, 1908. 

І. SS. О. Malley Ed. Hooghly, Howrah, 24-Parganas, Major Ralph 
Smyth, op. cit. 


CHAPTER IV 
GROWTH OF BURRABAZAR 


The growth of Burrabazar during the second half of the піпе- 
teenth century was no miracle; itwas astory of continuous ascendancy 
of the non-Bengalee traders, specially the Marwaris, over the fields 
of trade and commerce in Bengal. Actually speaking, the modern 
Burrabazar was the creation of Marwaris. The existence of this 
great market was traced by Orme as early as 1738. In speaking of 
the siege of 1756, Orme said that the Nawab's troops set fire to the 
great bazar or market within half а mile north-east of the Fort (i.e 
Burrabazar), and took possession ofthe quarter inhabited by the 
principal Indian merchants which commenced halfa mileto the 
north and extended mostly along the bank of the river (i.e. Jora- 
bagan and Koomartooly).!  Burrabazar included the southern side 
of Harrison Road, Sutapatti, Pagiapatti, Cotton Street, Clive Street, 
Manohar Das Katra, Parakh Kothi, Sadasukh Kotla, Armenian 
street, Khengra Patti, Bon-Field Lane, Royal Exchange Place, 
Chinabazar, Radha Bazar and some parts of Chitpore Road. 

Ву 1900 different types of trades were~carried on in the above 
parts of Burrabazar. Sutapatti or Crown Street mainly contained 
the offices of the big cloth importers and traders of threads, dhoties, 
jores, nainsukhs and brass-utensils. Wholesale business of variety of 
cloths viz., fancy-cloths, mulmul, nainsukh, cheap flanel, and retail 
trades in scissors, locks, knife, “Sankal and Kunde Кога” were 
carried on at Manohardass Katra. Wholesale and retail trades in 
coloured long-cloths, nainsukh and Kora-cloths were conducted at 
Parakh Kothi. Sadasukh Kotla, built under the auspices of Seth 
Sadasukh Gambhirchand of Bikaneer, contained three markets 
namely, Dhotipatti, Fancypatti, and cut-piece patty within it, Dhoti- 
patti and Fancypatti dealt exclusively in dhoties, rubber-cloths, 
tusser etc. and cut-piece patty in cut-piece. Big merchants had 
their gaddies here. Pagiapatti dealt in ‘dishi’ and ‘Bilaeti’ dhoties 
and cloths for men and women and dopatta etc. Trades in different 
types of goods made of hessian and cotton had been conducted in 
Cotton Street or Tula Patty. Most of the hessian-traders had their 
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shops in Tula Patty. In Chini Patty, large-scale sugar-business was 
carried on. Large-scale trades in grains, seeds, commission agency, 
paints, umbrellas were carried on in the Armenian Strect. Most of 
the Guzrati traders had their firms and godowns in this Street. 
Khengra Patti, Mungapatti became very famous for trades in 
precious stones, paints, medicine, oil, tape. Most of the shops of the 
chemists and druggists found place in Bon-Field Lane. Clive Street 
was the biggest and most important part of Burrabazar. Big banks 
and the business houses of big European and Indian merchants had 
their offices in this Street. Chemists & Druggists, Hardware 
merchants, Brass-merchants, machinery-marchants traded here. A 
very brisk business in Government papers and securities, stocks and 
shares, cash-sale and purchase of hessian, was conducted in Royal 
Exchange Place. Mainly the Marwaris from Sikar ( Bikaneer ) 
loitered here. Chinabazar had a flourishing business in paper, 
stationery, trunk, sugar, glass, leather-suitcase, umbrella. On the 
other hand, trades in paper, marble stone, beam, joharat, silver- 
utensils, glass were carried on by the Marwari traders in Radha 
Bazar.? 

The Bengalee traders had tried to hold their own up to the 
eighth decade of the nineteenth century (i.e. 1885) against the 
non-Bengalee traders. In Burrabazar the Bengalees were represented 
by Pauls, Seths, Coondoos, Mullicks, Seals, Basaks and Tagores and 
Ghoses. The ancestors of Seth and Basaks first came to Sutalooty 
( Sutanati ), a portion of Burrabazar. In connection with the case 
of Charles Blancy-Vs-Kheturpal Sircar, 1820, some fifty-nine names 
of cotton merchants transacting business of six lakhs of rupees in the 
cotton market in Burrabazar in 1816-17 find mentioned. Of those 
fifty-nine names, twenty-three were Bengali and the rest non- 
Bengali.? 

Calcutta had become theland offortune not only to the Englishmen 
but also to the migrants from United Provinces, Rajasthan, Guzrat 
and North-Weastern Provinces, the Khatris or Khetris of the United 
Provinces contributed much towards thedevelopment of Burrabazar, 
Khatris were not Marwaris. They were U.P. men. These Khatris 
had a special aptitude in business. At the same time, they were 
painstaking, polite, cautious and very much loyalto their British 
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Masters. Naturally the European merchants liked them very much 
and the Khetriesbegan toassociate themselves, more and more, with 
the British firms. Babu Nikkamull, Baisyji Nisra, Jagannath Tandon, 
Mavoji Misra, Bhagawandas Aurora, Lalita Prasad Khetri, Khetu 
Babu, Jagannathji Mehta, Jodhraj Dhanuka, Ghanashyamdas 
Goenka and Mucoond Lall Babu were some of the prominent persons 
of Khetri sect, up to 1833. Among them Mucoond Lall was the most 
prominent-man of Burrabazar. Mucoond Lall was carrying on 
banking business in Calcutta and the name of his firm was Gopal Das 
Manhar Das. Mucoond Lall died in 1823, leaving a property of 
Rs.24 lakhs, and two Kothees, one at Burrabazar and other at 
Benaras. After Mucoond Budu his son Bhoirab Babu and after him 
Chutkemull Babu became popular in Burrabazar. We propose to give : 
the history of some Khetri firms in brief.* 

The most prominent traders who came from Benaras and had 

‚ established the firm Messrs. Sital Prasad Kharga Prasad, in 1833, 
at 30, Burtolla Street, Calcutta, were Jyoti Bhusanji, Raja Motichand 
C.LE. Gokul Chand and Kumar Krishna Kumar. These gentle- 
men had large joint properties in Benaras, Bihar and Orissa. Gokul 
Chand and Kumar Krishna Kumar lived in Calcutta. Kumar 
Krishna Kumar became a Counciller of Calcutta Corporation, later 
on. This firm was a banker, mill-owner and respected by all in the 
business sphere. The activities relating to its private banking 
business had spread far and wide. In addition to Calcutta, and U. 
P., where brisk business of private-banking were carried on, this 
firm became the Managing Agent of Abbhudaya Cotton Mills Ltd, 
Howrah. All the shares ofthe above company were lying with this 
firm. Besides the adove, this concern was also the Managing Agent 
of the Benaras Cotton & Silk Mills Ltd. of Chouka Ghat, Benaras and 
New Darbhanga Mills, of Nousari (Baroda) and also dealt in seed, 
grain and oil. 

Lala Sankardassji of Allahabad came to Calcutta in 1835 and 
started a concern under the паше of Radha Krishna Beni Prasad. 
оо same name was established in Allahabad in 1828. 

assji preferred Calcutta to Allahabad. The head 
e ч р аш was situated at 10, Cotton Street. This firm mainly 
ealt in grains and seeds and had arat where all kinds of grains and 
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seeds were stored and ultimately sold to the exporters. This firm 
purchased grains and seeds either directly from the cultivators or 
indirectly from fariahs or dalals. Sometimes the firm collect 
grains and seeds through itsown brokers who used to go to the 
cultivators or to the nearest marts of Howrah, Hooghly, 24-Parganas, 
Murshidabad, Khulna, Jessore, etc. and purchase grains and seeds 
on behalf of this firm. In this way, this concera achieved much 
prosperity. Grains were despatched from one place to another, from 
one province to another and from one country to апоШег. 5 

A firm in the name of Ram Pratap Ganga Prasad was founded at 
33, Chitpore Road, Calcutta in 1857. Ganga Prasad Agarwal, a 
trader from United Pronvinces, came to Calcutta from Dacca and 
started this firm. The ancestors of Ganga Prasad hailed from Delhi. 
They were not marwari traders. This firm from the very beginning 
dealt in perfumery. But after a few years this firm started the 
Business of ‘Zarda’, hair oils, scented nuts and dhupbati. This firm 
itself manufactured all those products and also acted as a dealer of 
other manufacturing concerns. This firm since its inception in Cal- 
cutta had to face much odds. But Ganga Prasad and his son Ram 
Prasad placed this concern on a sound footing by dint of their own 
perseverance. 

Baldev Ramji Mehta came to Calcutta from Mathura (U.P.) and 
laid the foundation of a firm under the паше of Baldev Ram 
Narayan at 49, Strand Road, Calcutta in 1860. It was the main 
office of this firm. A very flourishing business with regard to bank- 
ing, grain, and commission agency was conducted here. During the 
year 1896 a branch in the name of Baldev Ram Biharilal was opened 
in Calcutta by this firm. This branch also dealt in grains and seeds. 
This firm had three godowns at Strand Road and one at Ram- 
krishtapur, Howrah near the railway siding where grains and seeds 
which were collected from the cultivators of Howrah, Hooghly, 24- 
Parganas with the aid of their own brokers were stored for the 
ultimate purpose of export.? 

Another firm in the name of Jagannath Ramjidas came into 
existence at 46, Upper Chitpore Road, Calcutta in 1861. Ramjidas 
came from Delhi and had established this firm here in Calcutta. 
This firm dealtin tobacco and perfumes. Perfumes were manu- 
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factured in U.P., Delhi and brought here for sale. High class 
Indian perfumes were manufactured by this firm. Apart from 
perfumes this firm also was а tobacconist (Zarda). This firm also 
- exported tobacco to foreign countries like U.K., U.S.A. etc. 
CLOTH HOUSE was the telegram address of this firm.® 
The firm Messrs. Lala Banarsidass Khetri was started at 161/1, 
Harrison Road in 1861. Lala Banarsidass Khetri came to Cal- 
cutta from Kannauj in the district of Farrukkabad, U.P. This firm 
manufactured all sorts of perfumes viz., atars, rose-water, keora- 
water, rose absolute, keora absolute, vetiver oil and palmrosa oil. 
Rose-water was manufactured in Hathras junction in the district of 
Aligarh, Keora was produced in Ganjam Orissa. Vetiver was 
produced in Varatpur (Rajasthan) and palmrosa oil was manu- 
factured in the border of Maharashtra and М.Р. in the district of 
Amarabati in Maharastra and Betul in М.Р. This firm acted as the 
chief wholesale dealer of all these perfumes for the entire eastern 
region and supplied perfumes to the famous companies like Bengal 
Chemical, Calcuutta Chemical, Dabur etc. These oils were also 
exported by this firm to European continent, America, U.K. It also 
acted asthe sole-selling agent to the Mysore Government Sandal- 
wood oil factories for the entire Bengal, Bihar, Orissa and Assam.? 
Mohunlal Khatri came to Calcutta in 1868 from Brindaban (О. 
Р.) and started a firm under the style of Messrs. Mohunlal Khatri 
Bahadur Khianlal. At the first instance this firm dealt in cloth. 
Later on, it switched on to jute. A press house, known as Empress 
of India Jute Press, was started by this firm at Old Ghusuri Road, 
Howrah. This firm also purchased a large property in Salkhia, 
Howrah and developed the activities of this firm. Mohunlal Khatri 
received the title of “Roy Bahadur” from the Government afterwards. 
ҮС уш нез to Calcutta from Holipura in Пе 
й Choubey & Co 3 n с D 
DB dd vm add 2 БЕ was а Choubey gentleman of Brahe 
and Government _ ENS x b a poem fear nig Е Ko. 
ehe css t c a firm flourished so much in his han 
market”. His office oe i o M enî d and n s 
Doro Situated at 7, Lyons Range. All sorts © 
j pect of stocks, shares and Government papers were 
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undertaken by this firm. Madhoramji of Delhi started a firm in the 
name of Madhoram Hardevdass in 1869 at 9, Dharmahatta Street, 
Burrabazar. This firm carried on hardware-business. АП sorts of 
iron rods and steel were purchased by this firm from different places 
in the mofussil and ultimately sold to the manufactures of nut, bolt, 
screw, grills, gates and others at an enhanced rate. Madhoramji 
spared no pains to make it a success. 10 ; 

A firm in the name of Ramprasad Gaya Prasad was established at 
36, Upper Chitpur Road, Calcutta during the year 1875. Sarju 
Prasad Agarwal migrated to Calcutta from Hathrus (U.P.) and had 
started this firm. All sorts of perfumery were manufactured in 
Kannauj and brought to Calcutta. 1! 

Another prominent trader from Delhi who flourished much was 
Umrabsing. He was а ‘Jath’ gentleman and had founded a firm in 
the name of Umrabsing Munnilal at 19/1, Sikdarpara Street, Cal- 
cutta in 1879. Later on, branches were opened in Burrabazar. 
This firm was the sole broker of jewellery of “Kilburn & Co.” and 
dealt in imported-panna. ‘Moti’ and ‘Jaharat’ were also exported to 
foreign countries. Besides the above, this concern was the sole 
broker of Peter Libsorn Company in London. ; 

In 1881, another trader Lala Kishorilallji from Allahabad had 
founded a firm in Calcutta in the name of Kishorilal Mukundeelal. 
Two branches were opened at 6, Shiv Thakur Lane and 3, Peara 
Bagan. Both these branches dealt in grains and seeds. At Strand 
Bank, this firm had a godown where vegetables were stored. This 
firm was a wholesale dealer of vegetables which came from the 
suburbs and moffussils. An oil mill was also running under the 
direct management of this firm at 3, Peara Bagan Lane. Another 
firm in the name of Каппа] Company came into existence at 2) 
Royal Exchange Place, Calcutta during the year 1889. Kannulalji 
Khatri was the founder of this firm. He came from U.P, This firm 
dealt in gold, silver, bullion and brokerage. А branch was Started, 
afterwards, at 7, Sona Patti. A firm under the name of Krishnadass 
Konhoialall was eastablished in Calcutta during: the year 1889. The 
founder of this firm was Hiralalji of Allahabad. This firm from the 
very beginning dealt in banking, jute, imported iron sheds and 
commission agency, gram and seeds. The head office of this firm 


116 CALCUTTA AND ITS HINTERLAND 


wassituated in Darjeeling. Hiralalji in collaboration with his son 
Krishnadassji had opened this branch in Calcutta in 1889. Another 
branch in the name of Konhoialall Ramchandra was also opened by 
this firm in Calcutta. This branch exclusively dealt in jute. 
Darjeeling office dealt in gold, silver and Kirana (spices).! ® 
Another firm in the name of Badal Ram Lachmi Narain was 
established in Calcutta during the year 1895 at Harrison Road, Cal- 
cutta. The founder of this firm Badal Ram came from Benaras (О.Р.) 
and had opened this firm. Badal Ram had four sons namely 
Lachminarain, Surya Prasad, Govinda Prasad and Chandra Sekhar 
Prasad. Lachminarain died a premature death. This firm dealt in 
chewing tobacco (Zarda). Zarda was manufactured in Benaras and 
brought to this firm for sale. The main office was situated at 
.Khodai Chouki, Вепагаѕ, Branches were opened in Bombay, 
Hyderabad and Ahmedabad, afterwards.! 3 
Hiralal Agarwal -of Mirzapur came to Calcutta and started a 
firm under the name of Hiralal Agarwal & Со. at 4, Mission Row 
in 1897. This firm dealt in shellac. The dalals and dealers used . 
to purchase lac from Manbhum, Dumka, Pakor Mirzapur on behalf 
of this concern. Raw lac, thus procured from different districts and 
provinces, was brought to the factory at Baranagar for refinement. 
Shellac, thus purged, found its way to manufacturing concerns. 
Durga Prasad of Chandousi (U.P.) migrated to Calcutta and started 
a firm in 1898 under the name Durga Prasad Harisanker at 26, 
Burtolla Street. It was the head office of this firm. This firm mainly 
dealt in grains and seeds. Grains and seeds were collected from 
different places in the suburbs of Calcutta and from districts like 
Howrah, Hooghly, 24-Parganas, Burdwan, Midnapore, Murshidabad 
etc. through its own agents. These grains and seeds were exported 
to other provinces and other countries by this firm. ‘This firm 
achieved much prosperity in the hand of Durga Prasad. 
2 firm in the name of Kishun Prasad Bansidhar was opened at 
3, Mission Row, Calcutta in 1899 by Kishun Prasad of Mirzaput 
(U.P.). The head office of this firm was situated at Baranashi Ghose 
Street, Calcutta. This firm acted as a broker ofshellac. Ithad to 
collect lac on behalf of other firms and these firms used to export 
lac through the port of Calcutta. Jàggannath Gupta came to Cal- 
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cutta in 1899 and started a firm under the name of Jagannath 
Gupta & Co. at Clive Row. From the very beginning this firm 
dealt in hessian and gunny. Sri Gupta became the president of the 
Gunny Traders’ Association, later оп.14 

Thus we see that the traders from U.P. mainly dealt in banking, 
grains and seeds, spices, hessian, perfumery, tobacco and Govern- 
ment papers. They were represented by Choubey, Sing, Agarwal, 
Gupta, etc. Apart from U.P, traders a large number of ‘Jath’ 
traders came from Punjab M.P., Patiala, Guzrat, Surat also sent a 
large number of traders. Among the traders who came from Punjab 
the name of Chaujuram deserves special mention. Chaujuram 
Choudhury migrated to Calcutta from Alakpura (Punjab) during 
the year 1888 and founded a firm in the name of Chaujuram and 
Company at 97-100, Clive Street, Calcutta. This name was changed 
to Chaujuram & Sons, afterwards. Не was a ‘Jath’ gentleman. This 
concern mainly dealtin hessian and gunny. Chaujuram placed this 
firm on a sound footing by dint of his own perseverance and 
efficiency. He became the director of several joint stock companies 
later on, and the Government honoured him with the title of C.I.E. 
afterwards. After him, his threc sons namely Sujan Kumar, 
Mahendra Kumar and Pradyumna Kumar had to manage the 
affairs of thisfirm. Pangilal and Banarasidas came from Patiala 
and started a firm in the name of Pangilal Banarasidas at 19, 
Hanspukur Lane, Calcutta. This firm dealt in jewells and precious 
stones and exported moti, nila, manik, nouratan, etc. to foreign 
countries. This firm was the pioneer in the field of Nila-export. 
L.H. Lilaram came from М.Р. and laid the foundation of his firm 
under the name of L. H. Lilaram & Co. in 1875, at 7, Park Street, 
Calcutta. Branches had been opened later on in Burrabazar. His 
firm dealt in silk and all sorts of fancy goods. He had acquired 
much reputation as a silk merchant.1 5 

During the first half of the nineteenth century a large number of 
the people of Surat which lost its importance as a trade centre left 
their homes, and in search of employment who to Bombay and 
thence to Calcutta. These emigrants belonging to different 
communities, hailed mainly from thecity of Surat. Of Hindus а 
large number were traders townsmen of the Wania and Shravak 
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castes. But besides merchants many artisans and a considerable 
number of depressed classes chiefly shia followers of the Mulla Saheb 
and of Parsis, left Surat for Bombay and thence to Calcutta. Among 
musalmans the trading Bohoras used to go great distances for 
purposes of trade.! 6 

Meherbanji Nanabhai Mehta came from Baroda during the 
sixties of the nineteenth century. At the beginning, he had been 
dealing in hossiery business. But after a few years he switched on to 
match-business. He had founded his firm in the name of M.N. 
Mehta & Co. in 1879 at 65, Ezra Street, Calcutta. He was the 
innovator of “Bangri Match". The match factory was situated at 
Ultadinghi Road. This factory was popularly know as M.N. Mehta 
Match Factory. This Guzrati trader had developed the activities of 
his firm in sucha degree that it had made him famous in the 
business world. Another Guzrati firm which came into existence 
during the same period (і.е. іп ,1879), was Messrs. Hassam & 
Kassam Ayub. Hassam Ayub and Kassam Ayub were two brothers 
and they migrated from Kathiawad. They had established jointly 
afirm at 12, Amratolla Street, Calcutta. This firm dealt in grains, 
spices, rice and nuts. It had a great ‘tizarati’ of Singapore nuts and 
rice. М.М. Ispahani was also a trader of some reputation. He 
came from Surat and was a muslim by caste. He had established 
his firm at 51, Ezra Street in Calcutta in 1900. This firm was the 
purchaser of tea. The godown of this firm was situated at 
Kidderpore.!7 


Apart from Jath and other traders, some Marwari traders also 


came from Punjab. In fact, almost all of them came from two 


districts of Miami and Hissar in Punjab. Butthe number was not 
large. We have already said that the bulk of the Marwari traders 
came from Joypur, Jodhpur, Bikaneer, Marwar and Rajputana, and 
we are going to discuss about them in the next chapter. But, here 
we will give a brief review of some prominent Marwari firms and 
traders who mainly came from Punjab. 


Lala Tulsidas Sabarwal was а migrant from Miami ( Punjab ). 
He started a firm at Cannin 

1860. His firm mainly dealt 
achieved much prosperity in 


g Street in Calcutta during the year 
in ‘Tizarati’ business and this concern 
his hand. He had four sons namely 
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Lala Kishandas, Lala Harbhagwan, Lala Meghraj and Lala Deshraj. 
Lala Tulsidas died in 1898. During the year 1870 he had opened 
another branch in the name of Tulsidas Kishandayal at 2, Ram 
Lochan Mullick Street, Calcutta. This branch dealt in gunny, and 
banking and sugar. After his death his four sons got divided and 
started their independent ventures. Meghraj Sabarwal became the 
proprietor of the firm Messrs. Tulsidas Meghraj which was 
established at 116/1, Harrison Road, Calcutta in 1900. This firm 
mainly dealt in banking, hessian, gunny, sugar and commission. 
Export-Import of sugar and gunny business was undertaken by this 
branch. This firm also acted as the guaranteed brokers of Mills in 
the name of Tulsidas & Co. Seth Bahadur Mullji came to Calcutta 
from Hissar during the year 1878 and started a concern in the nàme 
of Bahadurmull Hargovind at 70, Cotton Street. It was the head 
office of this firm. From the very beginning this firm dealt in sacks. 
He had two sons namely Seth Hargovindaramji and Seth Mathura- 
dasji. Seth Bahadurmullji died in 1898. After his death -his two 
sons got separated from each other and started their own indepen- 
dent firm in the names of Bissessurlal Hargovind and Harnandaroy 
Badridas. Hargovindaram was the proprietor of the former and 
Mathuradas was of the later. These two firms also undertook 
sacking-business. ! $ 

Jethmullji and Bhojrajji hailed from Hissar ( Punjab ). During 
the year 1845 he came to Darjeeling and had founded a firm there 
in the name of Jethmull Bhojraj. Later on, in 1884, he shifted from 
Darjeeling to 4, Dahihatta, Calcutta. This firm undertook trade in 
spices, mica and supply agency. This firm used to supply spices to 
retail traders and petty-shopkeepers. Jethmullji and Bhojrajji 
developed the activities of this firm and placed iton a sound footing. 
The famous firm under the name of Narsingdas Matulal came into 
existence at 7, Lyons Range, Calcutta in 1889. Narsinghdas 
Kejriwal of Hissar was the founder of thisfirm. He was a Kejriwal 
of Agarwal Society. Matulalji was the brother of Narsinghdasji. 
This firm carried on business in stocks’ and shares. It acted as a 
broker ofstocks and shares. After his death, his two sons namely 
Kedarnathji and Ram Kumarji had to manage the affairs of this 
concern. Another prominent Marwari-trader from Hissar (Punjab) 
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was Seth Jaliramji who came to Calcutta in 1889 and laid the 
foundation of his firm in the name of Mathuradas Jaliram. He pras 
а ‘Dalmia’ of Agarwal Vaisya society. This firm had been dealing . 
in hessian and sacks since its inception at 6, Central Avenue, Cal- 
‘сина, Practically, Jaliramji enhanced the business activity of this 
firm. Several branches. were opened by him in Ahmedabad, 
Bolrampur. After his death, his son Maturamji һай changed the 
name of this firm to Messrs. Maturamji Dalmia & Co. and became 
the member of the Subject Committee of Gunny Traders’ 
Association, afterwards. Seth Mukhramji of Hissar came to Calcutta 
during the year 1886 and began to act as the Manager of the firm, 
Harnandroy Badridas. He was a ‘Kanodia of Agarwal Vaisya 
Society. He possessed a greater aptitude in the business of jute-bags 
and developed the activities of this firm to a greater height. He 
had opened a godown in Tulapatti, afterwards, in the name of 
Haranandroy Badridas. Seth Bahadurmull Dalmia, Seth Mathura 
Prasad Dalmia, Seth Hargovindroy Dalmia became his partners. 
During the year 1895 he started his own independent venture in the 
name of Lachminarayan Bansidhar at 15, Cotton Street, Calcutta. 
This firm also dealt in jute-bags and hessian. Seth Mukhramji got 
the title of *Roy Bahadur" from the Government, later оп. He had 
two sons namely Lachminarayanji and Seth 


Banshidharji. Banshi- 
dhar died a premature death. 


Branches were opened in Howrah 
Amlagora ( Midnapore ) and Tulapatti; and Radhakrishna Rice 
Mills at Amlagora was purchased by this firm 
Bholaramji migrated from Punjab, during the year 1884, to Calcutta 
in quest of fortune, At the first instance he had to adopt the 
occupation of a broker of hessian and sacks (Jute- 


a firm in partnership in the name of Bhudharmul 
1898 in Calcutta. 


started his own in 


ata later period. 


bags) and started 
l Ramchandra in 
This firm got much impetus in his hand. He 
dependent venture in the name of Bholaram 
Kundanmull during the year 1910. Bholaramji ha 
Seth Kundanlalji and Seth Muthsuhilallji. Branches were opened 
at Clive Row, Delhi, Punjab, and Chandousi, afterwards. 19 
But when the Khetris lost th 


eir reputation in the European 
offices, the Marwaries from Bikaneer, Jaipur, Jodhpur, Marwar 
came into limelight. Ramlalji Agarwal attached himself to the 


d two sons namely 
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Gillanders and Babulalji Agarwal to the Planters and other two 
firms. Jugal Kishore Ruiya, Ramkissen Das Sarabgi, Ramjiban 
Sarabgi, Gouri Duttji Saraf, Soniramji Saraf, Soniramji Poddar 
also at the first instance, had to serve there. Ramjiban Sarabgi came 
to Calcutta ia 1834. But he had established his firm in 1876. Jugal 
Kishore Ruiya, Soniramji Poddar, Gouri Duttji Saraf at the very 
beginning dealt in hossiery business. Therefore it was an easy task 
on their part to open their own independent brokery-business of 
cloth afterwards. Nathuramji Saraf entered into the office of the 
“Kelsall & Ghosh” in 1838. Не was a very poor тап. But within 
afew years he occupied the top-most position in Sutapatti by dint 
of his own effort and perseverance.?? 

At the beginning the Marwaris became benians, then mutsuddies, 
munims (cashier) and dalals. Prior to the death of Jagat Seth the 
Marwaris in Burrabazar were well represented mostly by "the 
inhabitants of Jodhpur and Marwar. They also took part in active 
politics. But after the decline of Jagat Seth, these traders gradually 
gave up politics and their number in Calcutta began to.decrease day 
by day. But their place in Calcutta had been occupied by the large 
immigrants from Sokhabati and Bikaneer. Thus the number of 
those traders from Sokhabati and Bikaneer began to increase day 
by day and ultimately they occupied the top-most position in Burra- 
bazar,?! Since then the Marwaris of Burrabazar got divided into 
two classes viz., Kaniya ( i.e., the inhabitants of Jodhpur, Marwar ) 
and Churuwale (i.e., traders coming from Churu, Sokhabati and 
Bikaneer ). The traders from Sokhabati and Bikaneer, at the first 
stance were poor. Itis said that each of them came here with a 
RC. capital of rupee one and pice nine only but ultimately became 
capitalist. Usually they came to Mirzapur on foot and thence to 
Bengal in cargo boats.** Mr. Thompson asserted the fact that 
more than 80 per cont of those yho came into Bengal from Central 
Provinces were born in three districts of Bilaspur and Raipur and 
Nagpur. Similarly a considerable portion of immigrants from the 
Madras Presidency came from the two districts of Ganjam and 
ha dion Pin es rest came from Madras city. The bulk of 

e immigrants from Ка)рщап. ari : 
and Bless No pr d n d gegen 
5 in Bikaneer and 10,316 


D 


122 OALCUTTA AND ITS HINTERLAND 


born in Jaipur were found in Calcutta city, by the turm of the 
century, which means that as many as 17 in every thousand born in 
Bikaneer and 4 in every thousand born in Jaipur had found their 
way thither. We will discuss the history of some prominent 
Marwari firms and traders who came from Jaipur, Jodhpur and 
Bikaneer in the next chapter.?? 


The Marwaris in Calcutta were guided by the dictates of their 
panchayets. Each sect had its own small panchayet. These small 
panchayets had jurisdiction over all the petty cases of their 
particular sects. But the ‘Greater Panchayet’ had a control over all 
the cases of the Marwari society asa whole. Practically, the ‘Great 
Panchayet’ exerted much influence over all the activities of the 
Marwari society in Calcutta up to the year 1899. It is better to 
mention here that ‘Perseverance Society’ was founded in Burrabazar 
at the houses of Joygopal Sen on the 3lst December, 1847, for 
effecting co-ordination between the different trading interests in 
Burrabazar including the Marwaris. 24 

But it should be mentiond here that the up-country merchants 
and banerks were not yet the permanent residents of Burrabazar. 
They had their Kothees there. Mr. Н. Beverley wrote in 1881 : 
“The large Kutras and bazars, through which it is difficult to make 
ways in the afternoon, are almost deserted after sun set. Residences 
have, in fact, given place in this quarter to shops and warehouses 
and, as in the city of London, the busiest and richest part of the 
town is toa great extent abandoned at night to the charge of the 
porters who guard their master’s offices.” But it is also a fact that 
most of the petty brokers from Rajputana used to spend their night 
in their Mahajans’ ‘Gaddies’. It is no exaggeration that these petty 
marwaris were very much hard-working and painstaking and at the 
beginning they had to spend their days in severe austerity. 
Generally they used to spend the whole day in Mahajans’ work and 
at night Mahajan's ‘Gaddies’ became their comfortable resort.?5 

In the field of indigenous banking the following firms came into 
prominence by 1850. They were Lakshmichand Radhakrishna, 
Mulchandji Harekchandji, Ramlal Biharilall Shah, Bahadursingh 
Pratapsing, Kallubabu Lalchand, Madhoban Das Dwarka Das, 
Sadha Sukh Gambhirchand, Chaturbhuj Govindanarain, Dulichand 
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Badhrimull, Jouharimull Ramlall, Harsamull Ramchandra, 
Tarachand Ghanashyam Das, Ram Persaud Saraju Persaud, Surat 
Ram Roybhan, Doulatram Kissen Das, Bhoujiram Indrachandra, 
Sital Persad Kharga Persaud, Ramchand Punamchand, Sivalal 
Motilal, Hargopal Chimanram, Ramlal Badridas, Sevaram 
Kaluram, Sevaram Gokuldas, Bansilal Abeerchand, Fulchand 
Makhan Lall, Sevaram Kushalchand, Harsukh Das Balkrishna, 
Multanchand Копро аП, Multanchand Daga, Harsukhdas 
Chhougmull, Chainroop Sampatram, Harmukhroy Ramchandra, 
Hazarimall Suggermull, Ganeshdas Kissenchand, Ramkishandas 
Chandi Prasad.?9 Some of the hundis of 1844 tell us that the 
business houses of Narain Persaud Ballubdoss, X Hurjeebari 
Moolchand, Beerchand Hurjeeban, Fardunjee Cowasjee, Moolchand 
Lullchand Naroomul, Meghraj Mooteemul, Narain Persaud 
Bullubdass, | Murwaree Kuppoorchand Hurrookchand, Aga 
Muhammad Soosnee, Maurwaree Jugroopdass Tillockchand, 
Marwaree Durlabhram Gumbhermull, Aga Muhamad Bin 
Muhammad, Beerchand Hurjeemull, Shah Nakoota Damodar and 
many others had their offices managed by themselves or their 
gomostas.?7 But it may be observed here that the proprietors of 
almost all the above firms came from the Marwari community. 
Only two firms had been under the management of Muslims and 
one under the parsee and three under the U.P. men. Actually the 
Marwari traders were gradually capturing the field of indigenous 
banking and inland trade, on account of their cautiousness and 
tactfulness. 

In order to dealin banking and arat Harchandroyji started a 
firm under the style of Ramkishandas Chandi Prasad at 136, Cotton 
Street in 1848. The name was changed to Bhudarmull Chandi 
Prasad afterwards. The firm of Lakshmichand Radha Krishna 
popularly known as the firm of Parokhji was a member of the 
Bengal National Chamber of Commerce. But Mulchandji, 
Harakchandji and Roy Bishansing Bahadur of Dhudoria Raj family 
Ajimgung Murshidabad undertook a very large-scale banking 
business. He was also a member of the Bengal National Chaziber 
of Commerce. This family came to Ajimgung in 1774. Sri 
Harjimull Dudhoria with his two sons carried on banking business 
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at 78, Clive Street. A firm under the name of Bhojiram Indra- 
chandra carried on banking business at 47, Khengra Patti Street. 
The head office of this firm was at Murshidabad. The famous 
banking firm under the style of Sadha Sukh Gambhirchand came 
into existence at Sadha Sukh Kotla, Burrabazar in 1839. This firm 
had its origin in the hand of Sadhasukhji. The famous ‘Sadha Sukh 
Kotla’ of Burrabazar was the creation of this firm. This concern 
mainly dealt in banking, arat, gold and silver and conducted a very 
flourishing business of hundi and chit. Besides Calcutta, this firm 
had its branches in Bombay, Madras and Delhi. After Sadha 
Sukhji the proprietorship of this firm devolved upon Kasturchandji 
Kothari, Dowdayalji Kothari and Kungwar Verobuxji Kotharia. 
The firm of Bansilal Abirchand was established at the first instance, 
in Nagpur in 1845 and in Calcutta by 1850. This firm was founded 
by Bansilal and Abirchand Daga of Bombay. The office of this firm 
in Calcutta was situated at 401, Upper Chitpur Road. It was one 
of the old firms having banking business in India. In the 
early history of banking business in Bombay written by an western 
historian, there was mention of this firm. The author wrote in that 
book thus : *Among the old banking firms who helped the Govern- 
ment financially during the Mutiny, the name of this firm deserves 
mention.” This firm mainly dealt in shroff-exchange. Besides 
shroff, trades in coal, Manganese, cotton were also undertaken by 
this firm. There were some coal and manganese mines under the 
head office of this firm. This firm had a.private cotton mill in 
Hinganghat. The branches of this firm had been established in 
thirty large towns of India. Nearly thirty factories for cotton 
pressing were running under the direct supervision of this firm. It 
was the benian of cloth De 
Italian Society. 

A firm under the style of Shivaramd 
existence in 
established by 


partment of a company namely Messrs. 


as Mangalchand came into 
Calcutta during the year 1862. This firm was 
Nathuramji at 136, Tula Patti. This firm carried on 
banking business on a large scale. The ownership of this firm came 
upon Ram Niranjandassii afterwards. He was bornin 1865. The 
name of this firm was changed to Sibaramdass Ram Niranjandas 
later on and the firm became the broker of Murarka Paint & 
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Varnish. The factory was situated at Sodepur. The firm also 
undertook jute business during the 20th century. The firm of 
Sebaram Gokuldas also dealt in banking, hundi and chit at 201, 
Harrison Road, Calcutta, the head office of this firm was situated 
in Jabbalpore. This firm was founded by Gokuldassji during the 
first half of the nineteenth century. Atthe first instance, this firm 
dealt in imported-cloths in Calcutta but switched on to banking 
afterwards. А firm under the style of Mannalal Sobhachand Surna 
at 156, Harrison Road also conducted a very flourishing business in 
banking. This firm was established in 1874 in Calcutta. Another 
firm in the name of Tarachand Meghraj also undertook banking 
business. This firm was established at Narayan Babu Lane, Calcutta 
in 1879. The firm of Karnidan Rabatmull was established at 146, 
Harrison Road, Calcutta in 1880. the banking-business of this firm 
also flourished much during the nineteenth century. Ramkishan- 
dassji started a concern under the style of Ramkishandass 
Bagri at 32, Cross Street, Calcutta in 1899. This firm 
also undertook banking business. Brahmadutt, son of Jamunadass 
laid the foundation of a firm in the name of Tejpal Brahmadutt in 
1888 at 68, Burtolla Street. Tejpal Brahmadutt was the grand 
father of Brahmadutt. This firm dealt, at the first instance, 
exclusively in banking, shares and Government papers. This firm 
flourished much in the hands of Brahmadutt. He had -purchased 
large landed property in Burrabazar. After his death, the owner- 
ship of this firm devolved upon Bhagawandass Bazaz. He was 
adopted by Brahmadutt. Another firm in the name of Agarchand 
Verudan came into existence in Calcutta during the last decade of 
the nineteenth century. Jethmullji Sethia became the owner of this 
firm afterwards and the name was changed to Messrs. Agarchand 
Jethmull Sethia. This firm also dealt exclusively in banking. 
Another firm which came into existence during the last decade of 
the nineteenth century, was the firm of Hazarimull Hirallal 
Rampuria. This concern was founded by Hazarimullji at 148, 
Cotton Street, Calcutta. This firm, from the very beginning, dealt 
in banking. This firm also undertook the business of imported-cloth 
afterwards and became the owner of several cotton Mills. The firm 
of Surajmull Sibprasad Tulasthan was started in Calcutta by Roy 
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Bahadur Surajmullji. He was a member ofthe Bengal National 
Chember of Commerce from the very beginning. This concern was 
situated at Burtolla Street and dealt in baking, commission-agency 
of cloth.?8 

By 1850, Burrabazar had emerged as a trade centre. С. Grant 
had left a very vivid description of Burrabazar in the following 
words, “But for oriental traffic, oriental tongues and oriental 
heads, commend me to Burrabazar, a mart tailed on to the north end 
ofthe Chinabazar and occupied and visited by merchants from all 
parts of the east. Here, above and below may be seen the jewels of 
Golkanda and Bundelkhand, the Shawls of Cashmere, the broad 
cloths of England, Silks of Murshidabad and Benaras, Muslins of 
Dacca, Calicoes, Ginghams, Chintzes and beads of Coromandel, firs 
and fruits of Caubul, silk fabrics and brocades of Persia, Spices and 
Myrrh from Ceylon, Spice islands and Arabia, sheels from the 
eastern coast and straits, drugs, dried fruit and sweetmeats from 
Arabia and Turkey, cows tails from Tibet and ivory from Ceylon; a 
great portion of these and various other articles too numerous to 
mention are either sold or bought by natives from the countries 
where they are obtainad who together , with visitors, travellers and 
beggars form а diversified group of Persians, Arabs, Jews, 
Marwarees, Armenians, Madrasees, Sikhs, Turks, Parsees, Chinese, 
Burmese and Bengalees.?? 

During the second half of the nineteenth century about seventy 
five millions went into Indian Railways by 1870, at least fifty-five 
million pounds of the Indian debt had come into British hands, in 
addition to the stock which had deen previously held. Ап estimated 
amount of twenty millions had been ventured upon private account 
upon tea plantations, jute mills, banks and shipping апа mercantile 
establishments. With the growth of factories and industries up- 
country elements began to flow towards Calcutta.39 The immigrants 


of Bihar used to act as durwans, nightguards ofthe business houses 
in Burrabazar under the up-country traders, 


А Тһе immigrants were 
mainly drawn from Bihar, Orissa, 


and the United Provinces. 
Eastern Bengal and Assam could claim only 9000, while the central 


provinces and Madras accounted for 2000 and 5000 respectively.?* 
With the progress of jute manufacturing industry there grew up 2 
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big trade in raw jute which was required both by the Indian and 
Scottish mills. А good number of up-cour try member handled a 
considerable volume of jute trade and started jute baling presses and 
later on (i.e. at the beginning of the 20th century ) up to date jute 
mills. They had to face from the very beginning a keen competition 
from their British counter-parts.?? ; 
In 1865 several Marwari firms, such as Messrs. Hurshamul 
Ramchand, Messrs. Telsoke Roy, Hurmoke Roy, Messrs. Rook- 
manund Ourjun Dass, Messrs. Oukoy Ram Hurpamul, Messrs. 
Goorthal Bahelall, Hurthal Ram Protabe, Ramnarain Pannalall, 
Narmul Dinonath Moonshoke Roy Shothashoke, Mohun Ram Muna 
Lall, Ramchunder Shew Prosade, Jugonath Mangneeram, Salgaram 
Nundo  Kissore, Himmoth Ram Ниггіпагаіп, Nundo Ram 
Radhakissen, Ourjun Dass Hazarimul, Mathese Dass Ram Narain, 
Murzamul Moolchand, Custorimul Ram Gopal, Ramjee Dass 
Shokedabe, Hurnund Roy Doulat Ram, Ramchurn Dass Kissenlallg 
Gunga Bisun Mangne Ram, Narmul Baniram, Poliram Gungadhar, 
Bharamul Bunsidhar, Jugomohun Dass Ramchund, Khalaram 
Mudden Chade, Huttiram  Ghunesam Dass, Buxiram Caloram, 
Bajunlall Puramunnund, Ramgopal Jainarain, Chunder Bhar 
Gobind Ram, Ramdhun Dass Johurmull, Jumna Dass Ram Dyal, 
Soneram Balmockund, Lall Chand Ram Thyal, Sharam Mirzamul, 
Bissun Dhyal Issur Dass, Gunaish Dass Guliwalah sent a represent- 
ation to the Secretary, Bengal Chamber of Commerce to the effect 
that they had suffered very great inconvenience and damage owing 
to the stoppage of traffic on the East Indian Railway Company for 
the last two months. Goods which were sent by them to the 
North-west two months ago had not reached their destination, and 
goods which were despatched from the upper provinces two months 
ago had not arrived. They, therefore, requested the Committee of 
the Chamber to write to the Agent of the Railway Company on the 
subject. These traders were Marwarees who dealt in English cotton 
goods and were engaged in the inter-provincial trade; they had 
nen main ud вар ү A үн beginning of the Seventies 
inter-provincial trade had been freed of regressive transit ies; ti 
coming of the railway and the inland water нҮ a 
greatly facilitated the development of internal commercial inter. 


198 CALCUTTA AND 118 HINTERLAND 


course. Some Parsi firms like Pand C. Nosserwanjee Cama & Co., 
Byramjee Cama & Co., Manockjee Rustumjee, Hurmusjec Bomanjee 
Cama & Co., came into prominence by that time.3+ 
Burrabazar, by 1876, assumed an exceptional character. It had 
а population of about 108 to the acre. The Koomartoolly ward 
occupied a long narrow strip between the river and the Chitpore 
Road. The lower portion known as Hatkhola was the oldest part of 
Calcutta being the site of the village of Sootalooty where the English 
first settled under Job Charnock. The Southern portion partook 
of the character of the Burrabazar ward, and was largely occupied 
by up-country and Western traders. The population was mainly 
housed in риска dwellings. Burrabazar and waterloo Street, 
which occupied the site of old European Calcutta, became the 
foremost business part of the town in 1876. It was, in fact, the 
commercial heart of the city, each daily pulse of which sent its 
streams of life backwards and forwards through the countless arte- 
ties that intersected the Town. The fact remains that instead of being 
the centre of beauty and fashion that it used to be during the last 
century it was, during the 19th century, given up almost solely 
to the pursuits of commerce and trade. Scarce a title of the Non- 
Asiatic population of the Town slept then in 1878 within the ward 
that a hundred years age (1. е. in 1776) contained almost the entire 
European Community. 157 Asiatic females were found in ward 
on the night of the 6th April, 1876, while there were 4,218 Asiatic 
males. It is significantly suggestive of its peculiar character. In 
1876 Н. Beverley had described Burrabazar and Colootola as collu- 
vics gentium, most of the nations of Europe and Asia being repre” 
sented among their inhabitants. The bulk of the Armenians, Jews 
and Parsces, as well as the numerous traders from Central, Western 
and Southern India had their business premises here. The percen- 
tage of persons housed in pucka buildings upon the total population 
ward being in Waterloo Street 97.7 and in Burrabazar 71.8. Among 
othor religions the Jewish community consisted of 952 persons. In 
1866 the Jews numbered 681, The Parsee community in Calcutta 
was not large ; it comprised . 151 individuals. In 1866 there were 
E ava x mr (1878), 762 were Chinese, 789 Mughs, 
. © Jains were found in Burrabazar. The Arab 


GROWTH OF BURRABAZAR 129 


(190) traders were found mostly in Burrabazar, Jorasanko and 
Colootolla. 230 Persians lived mainly in Colootolla. The Chinese 
(805) resided almost exclusively in Burrabazar, in Colootolla and 
Bowbazar. The Oryas in Calcutta numbered 19,189 against 
23,455 in 1872, ten-elevenths of the number being males. The 
Marwari cloth merchants were for the most part found in 
Burrabazar and Jorabagan. The Mughs mainly resided in Burra- 
bazar. Eighty-one Chetties from Madura and 27 traders from 
Travancore were found in Burrabazar, while 67 traders from the 
coast of Malabar had been found to reside іп Jorasanko and Coloo- 
tolla. Among at the natives of West India, 151 came from Guzerat, 
50 from Surat, 18 from Kattywar. "Twenty seven were Mahrattas, 
61 Nicodas from Bombay, and 355 Bhattias from Cutch. "They 
were almost all to be found in the Burrabazar ward. In Burra- 
bazar and the old European town: not more than ten per cent of the 
sleeping population was born in the Town.35 Out of 3,07,849 immi- 
grants Orissa supplied 20,000, Bihar over 50,000, the North-Western 
Provinces and Cutch 32,000. There was scarcely any part of India 
that did not constitute works up the sumtotal of the population 
of its metropolis, The Sikhs were returned in 1881 аз 549 only, the 
greater portion were found in Calcutta. Most of the Marwari 
traders belonged to the Sub-division of Bunia Caste.?9 Mr, J. A. 
Bourdillon had given the following -statement of trading castes in 
1881 ; the number of trading caste was 7,59,436 in 1872. 


"Trading Caste in Bengal 


Male Female 
Bunnia 448,881 
Каши 1,512 
Muriyari 2,051 
Runiyar 20,243 
Banwaria 107 
Suratwala 38 
Vaisya 4,342 4.978 

476,574 486,585—903,159 


Source: J. A. Bourdillon, Report on the Census of Bengal 
1881, Volume I. 


Cc—9 
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They all came under the Hindu Caste. The number of natives 
of other provinces of India found in Bengal was 487, 059 or 61:59 
per cent of the whole. Assam, the Central Provinces and the North- 
Western Provinces and Oudh Supplied nearly nine-tenths of the 
whole.37 


POPULATION OF BURRABAZAR IN 1876 


Burrabazar Grand Total Total 

Birth Place Male Female including all wards _ Male 

Orissa 587 30 19,454 17.048 

Chota Nagpur 12 7 808 590 

Purneah 279 8 2,330 2,194 

Bhagulpore 11 4 744 524 

Monghyr 53 6 3,070 2,019 
Tirhoot 97 13 4,852 4,308 
Sarun 152 5,963 5,078 
Patna 510 357 13,153 8,259 
Gaya 662 123 15,130 10,936 
Sahabad 133 44 | 7,294 5,325 
Assam 92 lo 1,419 1,253 
N. W. Provinces 3924 1100 26,902 20,539 
Oudh 578 109 5,386 4,335 
Cential India 1955 337 5,257 4,092 
Punjab 548 196 1,801 1,465 
Bombay 233 129 954 679 
Madras - 01 35 1.468 893 
Burmah 18 2 386 253 
Not stated 72 15 12,955 8,805 


The above statement gives only {Ге number of persons born in India, But 


there were also traders born outside India. So the list above is not exhaustive. 


Source: H. Beverley, Report on the Census of the Town 


of Calcutta, 1876. 


А very interesting letter from the D. С. Post Office in 1881, 
shows the continuous influx of up-country traders; “when the 
Railway Station letter box was open up to the last moment for 

-the reception of inland letters, the inhabitants of the Burrabazat 
used to bring in 1000 vernacular letters at а time which required а 
translation of the address in English. Hence the need for the late 


^ 
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letter fee. Since its introduction vernacular letters are always 
posted in time."38 

Mr. H. Beverley observed in 1881: “That the growth of its 
trade and commerce tends to make the town more and more a 
place of business mercly, has been noticed in the case of Burrabazar 
and Waterloo-Street wards, and such business areas must be con- 
Stantly increasing. New shops and offices necessitate the clearing 
away of buildings that are less profitable as habitation.” Accor- 
ding to him Cutchi and Guzerati were the mother tongue of over 
800 merchants from Bombay, mostly settled in Burrabazar, In 
Waterloo Street only 8 percent of the inhabitants were natives of 
Calcutta, Burrabazar, Jorabagan were for the most Part occupied 
by non-Bengali traders, natives of Calcutta’ forming only 11 per 
cent of the population. The great majority, viz., 66,927 or nearly 
ten per cent of the total population hailed from the North-Western 
Provinces and Oudh. The number of Chinese in 1881 was 671 
persons. The numbers of Persian, Nepalese, Arabians, and Asiatic 
Turkey were 267, 234, 214 and 176 respectively, 59 

Sometimes these non-Bengali traders did not register their 
partnership. Upon this important subject the Secretary, Bengal 
Chamber of Commerce addressed the Government and pointed 
out the great difficulties experienced and the heavy loss sustained 
by the merchants of Calcutta by reason. of the up-country traders 
being able to evade the law by absconding to Rajputana in which 
the warrants of British Courts did not run. Ramchandra Dass, 
Surbosook Dass, Dhunsook Dass, Sookdev Dass, Nashmull Chooni- 
lall, Sewbux Bunggla Dhur were Some of the absconding dealers, 40 

The Marwari firms were mostly engaged in mercantile pursuits, 
Karamjore Singh Kashee Persaud, Baijnath Bissasur Lall, Ghassy 
Lall, Bullodeb Ram Nagore, Johurmull, Soosamull Oodoyram, 
Jogarnath Persaud & Co., Goneshdass Hurduttroy & Co., Balmakund 
Agarwalla, Dungersey Dass & Mohun Lall, Gunqut Roy Sham 
Soonder, Bissesur & Mohun Lall & Co., Sree Ram Gunpatray 
Shamsoonder & Co., Golabroy Ram Pershad & Co., Hurnundroy 
Dowlatram, Sew Ram Das Mangal Chand, Bungsidhar 
Kanudia—were some of the prominent members of the Calcutta 


wheat and seed trade Association, Chainroop Sampatram 
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became a prominent member of Calcutta Import Trade 
Association. These firms used to purchase wheat and seeds 
or grains from cultivators living in the villages of Howrah, 
Hooghly, 24-Parganas, Murshidabad, Nadia, Midnapore with 
the aid of their agents and stored those products in the ware- 
houses in Burrabazar, and ultimately sold them cither to the 
exporters or they themselves exported these goods to the foreign 
countries through the Port of Calcutta. Almost all excepting only 
two U. P. firm were the property of the Marwari traders.*! 

During the year 1887 nearly 433 persons and firms, who dealt in 
piece-goods, formed the Piece-goods Association for the purpose of 
protecting their interests. ‘They adopted certain resolutions: 

Firstly, that from and after the Ist day of November 1887, 
the seller should at the time of making the contract furnish 
the buyer with the pattern of sample of the goods sold after 
having signed or initialled the same as corresponding 
pattern or sample to be retained by the seller which was to 
be signed or initialled by the buyer. Secondly, that from 
and after the Ist day of November 1887, any person making 
or entering into contracts for the purchase of ріссе-50005 
with European and Native Merchants ог Commission Agents 
should insist that the contract must contain one or more of 
the following conditions so far as the same might be 
applicable, and should refuse to sign, make or enter into 
any contract without such condition or conditions, viz.; Ist 
—That when the contract was for goods “to arrive” the 
seller should give a guarantee that the goods were to arrive 
within a date to be specified in the contract, and the time 
for completing the purchase was to run from date of arrival, 
upon the expiration of which the seller would be bound to 
deliver the goods to the buyer, 2nd—That when the. 
contract was for the sale of goods of certain shipment O" 
challan, the contract was to provide that the vessel would 
leave the port within the time specified. In case the goods 
were not shipped in time or shipped at all, the buyers woul 

be entitled to the difference of price. 3rd—That when the 
goods bore any trade stamp number or other distinguishin® 
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mark the buyer would not be bound to accept the goods 
without such trade stamp number-or Mark. 4th—That in 
case the goods were not according to sample or pattern, and 
there was a difference only in quality, or if the goods be 
slightly damaged so as not to be unmarketable, tlrere will 
bean abatement in the price to be determined by а survey 
of two surveyors who might be either Natives ог Europeans, 
one on the part of the seller and the other on the part of the 
buyer. Should there be any difference of opinion between 
the surveyors, the question was to be finally determined by 
an umpire, who might be cither a Native or European, to be 
appointed by both the contracting parties. Thirdly, if the 
buyer should insist upon any condition which the seller 
thought to be unreasonable, inconvenient or illegal, at the 
time of making any contract the seller might refer the 
matter to the Secretary of the Association, who would 
thereupon call a Meeting of the Members, and the question 
in dispute would at such mecting be considered and 
decided,** ] 

With the progress of the jute manufacturing industry, there grew 
up а big trade in raw jute which was required both by the Indian 
and Scottish Mills. A good number of non-Bengali traders was 
already in trade. 

In 1892 Calcutta Baled Jute Association was established Twenty- 
eight names of up-country balers and exporters had been found in 
the list of membership. Almost all of them were Marwari traders. 

Gazdar, Р.Е. & Со.; Ashkarun, Indorchand; Bissendayal, 
Hurdyal; Bissendayal Lachminarain ; Choke Chand Kalooram; 
Doorga Persaud Radhakissen ; Fattachand Pannachand Karam- 
chand ; Gurmookroy ( formerly, Goormookroy, Raghaonathroy ) ; 
Harising Nehal Chand ; Heera Lall Beejraj ; Hurdeodass Goordial 
Hursook Dass Dooly Chand ; Jeshraj Gridhari Тай $ Joynerain 
Brothers; Kissen Chand Bhoom Sing ; Luchiram Shew Narayan ; 
Mohasing, Roy Megraj Bahadur ; Mohunlall Dayal & Co. ; Mooji- 
ram Indrachand ; Naraindass Dayal & Co. ; Pooramchand Mungul- 
chand 3 Rutton Chund Sobhachund ; Sewdutroy Ramkissen Dass ; 
Sarkies & Co. (Мг. Percy Sarkies ) ; T. $. Apcar, Hurnund Roy 
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Dowlatram; Р.С. Sett & Co.; Doyal Mowjee—all these firms joined 
the Calcutta Baled Jute Association in 1892.43 

The Secretary of the Raw Jute Association had described the 
modus operandi of raw jute balers and exporters thus: “The Raw 
Jute exporters purchased Jute in the Cossipore and or Hatkhola 
Markets in Calcutta and the same was carried to press-houses in 
.Cossipore or Salkia for pucca bale assortment viz., First, assortment 
of White Jute, and packing into bales weighing 400 lbs. for 
shipment to overseas countries and also supplying to Jute Mills 
around Calcutta, which were interested in buying pacca bales. The 
Jute after assortment was cleaned and their roots were'cut. The 
roots so cut were also baled in pucca bales and they were sold 
as cuttings. 

The shippers and exporters were getting jute consignments 
mostly from East Bengal, 24-Parganas, Hooghly by rail and 
steamers and were delivered to the press-houses, most of which 
were situated on the banks of the River Hooghly. The jute 50 
delivered was removed by narrow guage rails to the godowns in 
the press-houses, and it was stored in such godowns till the assort- 
ment of such jute could be taken up by the assorters. The Jute 
assorters used to cut open the Kutcha bales of 14 mds , 34 mds. 
and/or 4 mds. or bundles of jute, assort it; clean it, cut the rocts, 
weigh to the exact weight of 400 lbs, and remove it to the press 
where it was pressed, and baled by putting ropes weighing 5 Ibs. 
for long jute, and 6 lbs. for cuttings. While the jute being pressed, 
‘a ticket containing the Mark of the shipper and the quality of 
jute graded and baled was also fixed on the bale, so that the bales 
received from different shippers could be easily identified for the 
purposes of the settlement of claims in respect of short weight 
and/or quality delivered by the shippers. For differences which 
could not be amicably settled, they were referred to arbitrators, 
and the decision of the arbitrators was considered final. This 
applied to all Shippers of raw jute, including balers in and 
around Calcutta "44 

After the construction of Harrison Road in 1892, lands on both 
sides of this road in Burrabazar һай been purchased in small plots, 
mostly by the Marwari traders who had constructed multi-storie 
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residential houses with shops on the ground floor and first floor. 
The Marwari merchants moved about the lanes and bye-lanes of 
Calcutta selling Lancashire cloth and were largely instrumental in 
extending the market of foreign cloth in Calcutta and rural 
Bengal? By this time, three periodicals “Marwari Варагі”, 
“Burrabazar Gazettee" and *Marwari"—mainly dealing with the 
economic life of the Marwaris in Calcutta, gained much promi- 
nence. These papers were published under the auspices of Radha- 
krishan, Tibrewal. Actually speaking he had spent a lot of money 
for the well-being and wide-circulation of these papers. + 

Thus an all out effort was being made by Marwaris to establish 
their control over Burrabazar. It has been said earlier that, 
excepting the greater panchayet, there was no proper and well 
developed organisation which could control all the affairs of the 
Marwari Society as a whole. This long-felt need helped to the 
formation of the “Marwari Association" in 1898. Rangalall Poddar 
with the aid of Motilal Chandgotha, Prahladroy Dalmia, Sibnathroy 
Seksaria, Dayachund Sarabgi, Ramgopal Khemka, Ramdev 
Choukhani, had established this Association to look after the 
affairs of the Marwari Society in Calcutta as a whole. Hurmookhroy 
Choukhani and Tularam Coenka became the chief patrons of 
this Association. Tularam Goenka was the first President of this 
Association. The membership of the Association numbering about 
300 consisted of the principal Marwari business firms in Calcutta 
and other prominent men of the same community. Its membership 
covered all the various branches of trade in which the Marwaris 
were interested and its representative character was recognised by 
the Government, At the very beginning, this Association took 
much interest in all the affairs of the Marwari Society, and began 
to address Government on several issues. In 1908 the Honorary 
Secretary of the Marwari Association, Calcutta, requested the 
Government to allow the Association to elect a member to the 
Calcutta Improvement Trust. In reply he was told that the 
Association’s request would be considered by Government, along 
with other representations, when the Trust would be constituted, 
Thus a relation with the Government Departments had been 
established and it is no exaggeration to say, that the Marwaris were 
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receiving titles like “Воу Bahadur”, *Rajasaheb" etc. more and 
more, since that time.*7 

But, within a year, nepotism, favouritism, partiality found place 
in the Association and consequently another organisation namely 
the Marwari Chamber of Commerce came into being in 1900. 
Among the defectors, the names of Ridhkaranji Surana, Hafaramji 
Doulatram Choukhaney, Phoosrajji Anchalia, Jodhrajji Dhanuka, 
Gunpatroyji Khemka, Anandramji Saraf, Kalooramji Hirawat, 
Gulabchandji Rathi, Ganeshdassji Gadhaia, Sagarmull Haralalka, 
deserve special mention. Hafaramji Khemka and Ridhakaranji 
Surana became the first President and first Secretary of the 
Marwari Chamber respectively. The name of the Marwari 
Chamber was changed to Bharat Chamber of Commerce after 
independence. The establishment of the Marwari Chamber may 
be regarded as a land mark in the history of the Marwari traders 
in Burrabazar. It has been regarded as the Second Indian 
Chamber in the country. The members of this Chamber handled 
80 per cent of the import trade in piece-goods in Calcutta. In the 
very first year of its existence, as many аз 1198 arbitration cases 
were referred to this Chamber and 1081 such disputes were settled 
to the satisfaction of the parties concerned. The office of the 
Chamber was shifted from 153, Harrison Road to 201, Harrison 
Road where it continued for along time prior to its removal 
to 203/1, Harrison Road (Parakh Kothi ).48 
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СНАРТЕК У 
INDIAN ECONOMIC ENTERPRISE 


With the passing of the Charter Act in 1833 India was flooded 
with Manchester-goods. This system of consignment trade needed 
the services of banians. Tae baaiaas possessed a thorough idea of 
British business system. They had capital, information and they 
knew the market conditions and the habits of the people. Although 
these Bengali banians were rich they did not invest their capital in 
the large-scale inland trades. Bengali rich banians left the field of 
inland trade to others. Side by side, there were many petty non- 
Bengali shroffs who were also traders, and who had ‘Gaddies’ in 
Burrabazar. They also acted as banians, mahajans (Bankers). 
The Parsis also entered the export-import trade. The Parsi 
community had become junior partners in many spheres of British 
trade and commerce. Harji Ready-money, Jamestji Jeejeebhoy, 
Brokerji Jahangir Korsetji, Nowrajee Sorabjee were some of the 
prominent Parsi traders who had trade relations from Bombay to 
Bengal and China. But the most reputed Parsi merchant in Cal- 
cutta was Rustomji Cowasji who died in 1852. He prospered much 
in the docking and ship-building business. Rustomji Turner & Co. 
was the owner of the Howrah Docking concern and Rustomji 
Cowasji, who was also a money-lender, merchant and agent, 
businessman, insurance director, exporter of opium and indigo, 
importer of British manufactures—became the Secretary of the Cal- 
cutta Docking Company which was established in 1837 with a sharc 
capital of Rs.9,00,000 for building, repairing and docking of Ships. 
He was one of the directors of Union Bank and joined British part- 
ners in the Hope River Insurance Company, Globe Insurance Com- 
pany, Oriental Life Insurance Company, Alliance Insurance Com- 
рапу.! Rustomji Cowasji became the member of the Bengal 
Chamber of Commerce when it was founded in 1834 from the very 
beginning. This Parsee merchant whole heartedly identified him- 
self in business with some prominent Bengalis like Dwarkanath 
Tagore, Biswanath Motilall, Motilal Seal, Ramkamal 


Sen, 
Bishwambhar Sen, Prasanna Kumar Tagore, Raja Kali 


Krishna 
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Bahadur. He also donated Rs. 100 forthe formation of the New 
, Bengal Steam Fund Committee.* 

Another example of Indo-British Venture was the creation of 
Carr, Tagore and Company. On the advice of Bentinck, Dwarka- 
nath Tagore, the grand father of Rabindranath Tagore, founded 
this business house with W. Carr, W. Princep and D. M. Gordon as 
his partners. А journal *Jnananeshan' wrote in 1834: “we are 
announcing with great pleasure that some dignified gentlemen of 
this country have expressed this praise-worthy intention of establish- 
ing a business house and to conduct business of that house in that 
name of Tagore & Company. Perhaps, the well-wishers of this 
country will certainly praise at this wonderful, bold venture ; and 
we presume, that the minds ofthe people of this country, at the 
sight of this example, willbe drawn towards these sorts of sound 
business activities and thus, again, they shall make Hindusthan 
prosperous and dignified. We have written it for so many times 
that the well-to-do persons of this country do not envisage any 
business-work on the ground of lack of any desire on their part; but 
now we are very happy to learn that these persons have been cured 
of their morbid or paralytic intellects which made them indifferent 
and dull with respect to this matter." The activities of the new 
firm of Carr, Tagore and Company commenced from the 4th Octo- 
ber, 1834. Before that, Dwarkanath Tagore, the second partner of 
that firm had been working as the Dewan of Salt Board. He left 
that job and the work of Dewan devolved upon Prasanna Kumar 
Tagore. Dwarkanath donated Rs. 500 to the New Bengal Steam 
Fund Committee. The Bengal Tea Association is an outstanding 
example of Indian enterprise. The Assam Company, formed in 1839, 
in India was not the first in the field of Tea cultivation in India. 
But it should benoted here that the proposal to form the Bengal Tea 
Association originated from the office of Carr, T. 
Calcutta, who were secretaries of 


Association and were also connected with the formation of the India 
General Steam Navigation Company. Among the promoters of the 
Bengal Tea Association were the following Indians namely 
Dwarkanath Tagore, Prossonocomar Tago 
Moti Lall Seal and Hadjee Ispahani,? E 


i 


agore and company, 
the Calcutta steam Tug 


re, Rustomjee Cowasjee, 
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Truly speaking, Dwarkanath Tagore had an industrial vision. 
Аза Zamindar and Head Dewan of Company's Salt and Opium 
Department, he had amassed a lot of fortune and invested his money 
in industrial undertaking. He established indigo factories, intro- 
duced the system of Sugar cultivation and was also a Director of 
the Calcutta Steam Tug Association which purchased a ship, the 
Forbes, in 1836. The profits of Tug Association rose to Rs. 3,000 
a month and the local press offered it a nickname “The Thug”. 
In 1837 the firm of Carr, Tagore & Co. purchased the Chinakuri 
mine from Messrs. Alexander & Co., for Rs. 70,000 and in 1843, the 
concerns of Carr, Tagore & Co. and those of Gilmore, Homíray & 
Со. were amalgamated into the famous Bengal Coal Company. 

Dwarkanath Tagore was опе of the Directors of the Union Bank 
and also a partner of Hope River Insurance Company, Globe 
Insurance Company, Oriental Life Insurance Company, Alliance 
Insurance Company and a promoter of Calculta Docking 
Company. Dwarkanath wanted to save India from the drainage 
of wealth and to set an example before the Bengalee people so that 
the people of Bengal might be drawn from the fields of agriculture 
towards Commerce and Industry. Не was always fond of modern 
method of business. He was also a partner of Mackintosh & Co, 
and Director of Commercial Bank. But the real defect of Dwarka- 
nath Tagore lay in the fact that he was trying too many things 
at the same time. The inventory of his estates proves that he had 
real properties in Pabna, Rajshahi, Dinajpur, Dacca, Junglemahals, 
Tipperah, Faridpur, Hooghly ( Mopatni taluks ), izara mahals in 
Cuttack and Jessore, indigò factories in six places, Silk filature 
in Kumarkhali, Salt Works, hats, bazars and lands (dwelling-house 
at Jorasanko, Belgachia garden, Three-storied mansion at 41, 
Chowringhee and two other pieces of land at Chowringhee, 
upper-roomed house at Ballygunge, three houses at Jorasanko, 
Godown at Tallah, houses buildings and tanks at Beliaghata, 
Bhowanipore and Entally, Tangra, an estate in 24-Parganas, land 
at Baranagore, Taugra and other places). Besides the above, 
he possessed, fifty-one shares of Union Bank, eleven shares in 
Oriental Life Assurance Co., ten shares in Steam Navigation 
Company, one share in Calcutta Steam Tug Association, ' three 
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shares in Assam Company and one share in Bombay Bank. He 
also gave the Carr, Tagore & Co. a loan of rupees one million. 
He wrote about this Carr, Tagore & Co. to Bentinck : “It is so 
far a remarkable one in the commercial history of Bengal, as it is 
the first instance in which an open and avowed partnership has 
been established between the European and the Bengal merchant 
with the capital of the latter instead of. being left dependant upon 
those resources, which the melancholy experience of late years, 
has proved but too precarious, It will be our endeavour to merit 
the most extended confidence and to take up that position insuppor- 
ting unfolding the productive energies of the country which may 
hereafter connect our establishment and name, in some degree 
with the general prosperity of India and encourage others to base 
themselves upon the same principle of combining, as much as 
possible, the advantages, at present too seldom attained, of 
European and Native integrity, wealth and experience." Dwarka- 
nath was actually responding to the challenge of Industrial Revo- 
lution. He died in 1846. But after the failure of the Union 
Bank in 1848, this Company came to grief in 1851.5 Sambad 
Provakar wrote in 1848: “We have come to know from the 
English papers that partners of Messrs, Carr, Tagore & Co. have 
invited the creditors, bya circular, in an open meeting. Last 
January, they had to stop their business and decided that Babu 
Debendra Nath Tagore ànd Babu Girindra Nath Tagore should 
look “оп to the books of the creditors and repay all debts ; they 
would not keep any debt outstanding, We are feeling much 


pain at this. After this, nothinz can be said that will happen in 
the lot of other firms.” 


2shares in Bengal Coal 
à ; m Tug Association, 18 shares in New 
Oriental Life Insurance Company, 2 shares in Equitable Insurance 
Company, 1 share in United Mariné Insurance Company, 1 share 
in Commercial Insurance Company, 5 shares in the ОСМ, Steam 
Tug, 1 share in Atlas Insurance Со,, 1 share in New India’s Coal 
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Mining Co., 25 shares in Bengal Salt Co., 15 shares in Steam Ferry 
Co: 5 ѕһа"еѕ in India Steam Co, and 146 shares in the Union 
Bank. He was also a spirited man and protested against the 
method of running business in the Union Bank by W. P. Grant. He 
was appointed by the share-holders of the Bank to act as a trustee 
when the bank went into liquidation in 1848. He became the 
mortgagee of theproperty of proprietors of Spence's Hotel in lieu of a 
loan of Rs. 70,000 to the said proprietor. He had four sons who 
used to spend their times in litigation. Radha Madhab died in 
1852.1 

Motilal Seal, who was the banker and banian of Oswald Sea 
& Co.and a big and reputed merchant and money-lender in 
Calcutta, was a man of outstanding calibre and personality, He 
had a command over the Calcutta money-market. Even the big 
merchants in other parts of India did not hesitate to seck his help 
to run over their difficult situations. Lachmi: Chand Radhakissen 
and Co. of Mathura, Shippers ofopium to China, appealed in 
1847 to Motilal Seal to ship opium to China through the concern 
of Oswald Seal & Co. to their agents at Hongkong-Deut & Со. 
As their gomastahs and agents in Calcutta tried. to defeat the 
Government’s sale of opium on 30 November, 1846, the said 
Company requested Motilal to act as their agent and guarantor 
in Calcutta to the extent of 10 lakhs. In order to erase out the 
sorry figure which they had cut in the sale among the shroffs and 
dealers in opium, they tried to use Seal’s name and reputation. 
То 1840, the said firm had purchased Malwa opium at a cost of 
Rs. 100 lakhs but failed to pay Government Duty. Motilal saved 
them by making an arrangement that the dutics should be paid 
partly in Bombay and partly in China. Motilal also made an 
advance of Rs. 1,40,000 charging shroffi interest at the rate of 6 p.c. 
and not the bazar rate of 12 percent. It certainly proves his 
generosity and honesty. lle was also a first class Judge of the 
country produce of indigo sugar, opium and salt petre and disliked 
investment of money in securities. He was а businessman in the 
truest sense of the term. He knew business tactics properly and 
the boldness of his character added a further dimension, Soon 
after the commercial crisis of 1847-48 Motilal Seal practically 
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retired from business and the estimated loss in business stood at 
about half a crore of rupees.§ 

The story of ascendancy of this Bengali merchant is interesting. 
This multi-millionaire of Colootollah was not born with a silver 
spoon in his mouth. Не was the architect of his own fortune.’ He 
was born in 1792 and his father Chaitanya Charan Seal kept the 
wolf from the door by selling clothes. Motilal secured in 1815 an 
humble appointment in the Fort. While so employed as a 
supplier of military stores, he speculated in the business of bottle 
and corks which brought him no little fortune. He then resi- 
gned his situation in the Fort 
to the Captains of Merchant vessels. 
city for nine years 


and became banian 
He worked in that capa- 
and amassed a lot of money. Afterwards, he 
rose to be the banian of three European mercantile firms and thus 
Oswald Seal & Co. found .the light of the day. Арсаг & Co. 
removed an iron works to Seebpore, taking a lease of land from 
Mutty Lall Seal who had purchased a portion of Guru Jones lands. 
He also took up the site of the Indian Iron Foundry. The 
Mullicks had to mortgage their property in Howrah to Motilal 
Seal in 1848. Seals free school for the education of the poor 
children and also a free boarding house for them were established 
in Ariadaha, by him, and the land for the Fever Hospital was also 
donated by him. He had founded a guest house at Belghoria 
Where five hundred men were fed Sumptuously every day and do- 
nated rupees 500/- for the formation of the New Bengal Steam 
Fund Committee. On the Ist March, 1843 Motilal had founded 
Seal’s College at hig residence in Colootollah. Motilal Seal also 
became one of the first directors and Prossonocomar Tagore, 
subsequently, or the Amalgamated Assam Company. The Assam 
Company was formed in England on 1839 with the object of carry- 
ing on the cultivation of tea in India, The Capital stock or the 


company Shares of £50 each. An 


Bengal Tea Association in 
other condition or amal- 
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avidity ; in the first list of shareholders of the Assam Company there 
were only nine Indians possessing a total of 275 shares or 14% 
of the total shares allocated to India. It will not be out of 
place to mention here that the first subscription list of the Bengal 
Bonded Werehouse Association provided a much better index of 
the extent of Indian participation in Bengal. In Calcutta, Bengalis 
represented a little more than one-fourth of the total shareholders 
of the Bengal Bonded Werehouse Association. This body incor- 
porated in 1838, had a subscribed Capital of Rs. 10,00,000 
divided into 2,000 shares of Rs. 500 each of the first 171 share- 
holders fortifive were Indian, of whom all, with one possible 
exception. were Bengalis namely Brijbullub Dass, Gokul Dass, 
Radhamadhab Banerjee etc. Indians therefore represented 
26.3% of the shareholders but according to Mr. В. 5. Rungta, 
this does not mean that they held a proportionate interest in the 
shareholding. ? ° 

This “Roths Child of Calcutta? was so generous and popular 
that, on behalf of his countrymen, the famous paper “The Hindu 
Intelligencer” paida glowing tribute at his sudden demise in May 
1854 in the following words : “We announce with extreme regret 
and tears in our eyes that the richest and the most virtuous Baboo 
Motilal Seal has fallen a victim to that cruel malady cholera. He 
expired at about l O’clock on the morning of Friday last (20th 
May) on the banks of the river, surrounded by his sons and nearest 
relations, while repeating the name of god. There are few men now 
living, who can be compared with the late Babu for. good sense, 
candid temper, and charitable disposition. He beganlife as a 
common tradesman, and after acquiring a sufficient knowledge of 
his profession, aided by natural good sense, he amassed ап immense 
fortune. It is impossible for us to give an exact idea of the amount 
of his wealth ; but suffice it to say that although he lost about 70 or 
80 lakhs of rupces in various speculations and law suits, he always 
stood unshaken. Babu Motilal never, never gave false hopes to 
his dependants. It is said that he was always а straight forward 
man and spoke truth on all occasions, and that in order to 
preserve the dignity of his high position, he spent, without hesita- 
tion, large sums of money. The Thakur Bari, which he has establis- 

c—10 
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hed in his garden, at Belghoria and the daily distribution of boiled 
riceto hundreds of the poor will remain as lasting moments of his 
liberality here. Moti Babu showed no common zeal for the educa- 
tion of the people of this country, for at his own expense he establi- 
shed and supported the Seal’s Free College, which a few months 
back was incorporated with the Metropolitan College ; and the late 
| Babu has all along paid 100 rupees monthly towards the expense of 
this institution. We hear at the time of his death, he desired his sons 
to do the same. These and the other liberalacts of the Babu would, 
nodoubt, be remembered by the latest posterity. Babu Motilal Seal 
was always distinguished for his liberality towards his countrymen. 
He used to support many families the members of which have be- 
come inconsolable by his sudden death. Moti Babu was the 
originator of many charitable institutions and the saying that *that 
man is most worthy, who is the architect of his own fortune', might 
properly be applied to him.” Another Magazine Calcutta Courier, 
also, observed that Moti Lal Seal, one of the founders of the Hindu 
Association offered a reward of Rs. 10,000 to be given to the first 
Hindu youth who would marry a widow.11 
Radhanath Basu Mullick purchased a big Steamer ‘William 


Wallace’ by name in 1838 and started a transport business. After- 
wards he founded the Hooghly Docky 


ard in Salkhia at a cost of 
rupees one lakh or more. 


After his demise, the responsibility of 
management was entrusted to the Martin Burn & Со. There runs 
а road in Calcutta under his name.12 

In 1840, Dr. Dwarikanath 
Gupta & Со. Amon 
acquired such a de 


Gupta had established the firm D. 
5 the native doctors he was the first man: who 
gree, and was appointed Medical Officer of the 
ny in 1836. But, as he was a lover of business, he 
nment in the East India Company. After some- 
times, he was appointed family physician of the famous Tagore 
family and in 1840 he opened a medical store of foreign medicines. 
After his death, his Sons, Gopal Chandra, Ram Chandra and 
Jhantulal began to control the affairs of this firm which gota 
tremendous momentum in their hands, In order to make him self 
proficient in the manufacturing line, S. М. Gupta, son of Gopal 
Chandra Gupta opened а factory in 1905 which flourished much- 
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The firm used to supply pen-holder, pencil to the Stationers of 
Government of India.13 } 

In the field of dock-business some efforts were made to start 
Indo-British venture by Pitambar Mookherjee and Joygopal 
Mullick. The Albion dock was established in 1847 by Cochar, 
Roberts, Pitambar Mookherjee and Gladstone in partnership on 
а plot ofland tenanted from Rao Banyram by a man called 
Shumsooddee Ghat Manjee, who used the land for repairing boats. 
In 1852 Roberts and Pitambar sold their shares to the two other 
partners. Mr. Reid in conjunction with Joy Gopal Mullick built 
in 1842 the Hooghly dock-yard in Sulkea. The names of Ramkinoo 
Sircar, Joynarain Sattras, Kally Coomar Coondo, Tarack Pramanik 
Radha Mohan Pramanik, Rakhal Dass Pramanik also deserve 
special mention. The East India dock was built in 1849 by 
Ramkinoo Sircar along with Joynarain Sattra and Kally Coomar 
Coondo in Sulkea, but which owing to the disputes among the 
partners had to be closed in 1865. The Patent-slip was founded 
at Golabaree about the year 1810 by Mr. Beauchamp for the 
purpose of hauling ships in ; but in 1849 it was sold to Taracknath 
Pramanik who turned it into a dock the following year and named 
it the Caledonia dock", George Walkersetup a dock in 1815 
at Golabaree which worked for sometime; but when died the 
property passed into the hands of Radha Mohan Pramanik and 
received the name of the commercial dock. On his death his 
executors held it in trust for Rakhal Dass Pramanik the grandson 
of Radha Mohan. 

The major Indian contribution came in the field of promoting 
banking companies. There was not a single banking company of 
any importance which did not owe its existance to some extent, 
to the capital and enterprise of Indians. Maharaja Sookmoy 
was one of the promoters of Bank of Bengal. Dadabhoy Rustomjee; 
Jaggannath. Sankerseth became the promoters and directors of 
Oriental Bank. It has already been said. that Dwarkanath Tagore 
was one of the Directors of the Union Bank. Prosannacomar 
Tagore and Promothonath Dey also joined the Union Bank 
as directors, Kajeh-allee-moollah, Nandlal Dutt, Kajee Abdul 
Gunni acted either as the promoters or directors of Dacca Bank. 
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Lalla Choomni Mull was the Trustee of the Delhi Bank Corpora- 
tion. Benares Bank had two Indian promoters namely Babu Hari 
Chund and Lala Sambhunath. In an important meeting of the 
shareholders of this bank, 15 out of 23 shareholders were Indian. 
Peetamber Dutt also took much interest in the Agra Saving Fund 
as a promoter or director among the Вугапјсе Jejecbhoy, 
Sorabjee Jajeebhoy, Timjee Monockjee and Mangaldas Nathoo- 
bhoy also managed the affairs of Commercial Bank of India 
as its promoters or directors. Among its promoters were four 
ofthe Parsee names. Its auditors were also Parsees—Sarabjee 
Pestonjee Framjee. Chartered Mercantile Bank of India, in 
London and China was also projected, among others by Jugonnath 
Sunker Sett, Cowasjee Jehanghier Heerjee Mangaldas Nathoo- 
bhoy and Cowasjee Nanabhoy. According to Mr. R. S. Rungta 
the first shareholders list of the Bank of'Madras, incorporated 
in 1843 contained the names of 237 persons who subscribed for 
2,700 share of Rs. 1,000 each. Only eighteen of these were 
Indians. A break down of the Indian names reveals the fact that 
nine of them were North-Indian and the rest belonging to the 
wealthy South-Indian community or chettis,14 

The failure of the Union Bank in 1848 came as a great shock to 
the Indian business enterprises and a feeling of distrust towards 
the Europeans began to stow among the Bengali merchants. 
Thus, during the second-half of the 19th century i.e. by 1880, with 
the exception of a few concerns, the B 
investment in Indo-British venture, 
took this opportunity and began to fl 
nineteenth century. 

The Bengali traders, however, continued to exist, Most of 
these traders were trading in Hatkhola, Baliaghata and Sobha- 
bazar. The want of an organised body amongst native merchants 
to protect their interests and to represent their views and require- 
RE was keenly felt Бу these traders, Therefore, they tried tO 
establish a Commercial Association on a broad and representative 
basis. And hence, pursuant to а requisition signed by some 0 
these gentlemen, namely Babus Chandi Lall Singh, Janoki Nath 
Roy, Bhoyrab Chandra Roychowdhury, in which the objects © 


engali entrepreneurs stopped 
The Marwaris and Gujraties 
ourish towards the close of the 
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the proposed Association were briefly set out, the inaugural meet- 
ing of the proposed Association was held on the 2nd February 
1887, at the residence of Babus Chatoorbhooj Narain and 
Govindanarain. The meeting wasa success. Every section of 
the Native mercantile community trading in Calcutta and its 
suburbs sent their representatives to this newly created Associa- 
tion, The new Association then formed was designated The 
Bengal National Chamber of Commerce. It was established to 
aid and stimulate the development of commercial enterprise in 
Bengal and to protect the commercial interests of all persons 
trading therein, to promote unanimity and uniformity of practice 
amongst the members of the commercial community, to represent 
their views and requirements to the authorities, to arbitrate when 
occasion occured between parties.!5 

The committee of this chamber protested against the invidious 
nature of the Port Trust Amendment Bill which sought to neglect 
their interest; and consequently R. D. Mehta, one of the Vice- 
Presidents of this chamber was appointed as a Port Commissioner. 
Among other demands—extension of time for receiving letters in 
Sub-Post Offices of Burrabazar and Hatkhola, апа G.P.O., aboli- 
toin of the then system of Cargo-boat measurement based on the 
displacement of water and arbitrary system of assessment of In- 
come-Tax, observance of a uniform standard unit of linear measure 
on the basis of the English 36 inches, abolition of Salt duty, reduc- 
tion of high tariff rates charged by the several Railway Companies, 
enhancement of the number of Port Commissioners from thirteen to 
fifteen, licensing and registration of Cargo boats, modification of 
the regulations relating to the construction of buildings, legalisa- 
tion of railway receipts, negotiable documents as transferable, 
granting of protection to the dying Sugar industry of India, preven- 
tion of Zoolum over the Mahajun’s boats „deserve special теп- 
tion. By 1900, nearly 160 Bengali firms were engaged i in trade in 
a variety of goods. 

Besides Bengalee traders, some non-Bengali firms and persons 
also joined this Association. К.О. Mehta; Н.М. Rustamji, She- 
wbux Bugla were elected MittuPresidents for the year 1890. 
Juggernath Khannah represented the Chamber in the committee 
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appointed by the Government to consider and adviseon the arrange- 
ments on the opening ofthe Kidderpore Docks. Among others, 
Juggernath Khannah, Н.М. Rustamji, Shewbux Bugla represented 
the Chamber in,the committee of reception of Prince Albert Victor. 
Rai Dhanpat Singh Bahadur became the President for the year 
1892. H.M., Rustamji, Damodar Dass Burman, Rai Surajmull 
Bahadur, Hurry Ram Goenka became Vice-Presidents during the 
same year. Raja Shew Bux Bugla, H.M. Rustomji, Hurry Ram 
Goenka were again elected Vice-Presidents for the year 1898. Rai 
Hurry Ram Goenka Bahadur was elected one of the Vicc-Presidents 
also for the year 1901. Several non-Bengali firms and persons like 
Rai Buddredas Bahadur, Damodar Dass Burman, R.D. Mehta, 
Bungshee Buddon Giridhari Poddar, Chandra Mull Sreemull Sett, 
Dugman Н.А., Foolchand Mukkhunlall, Golabari Shew Bux; 
Hirachand, Juggernath Khannah, Jugul Kishore Billasiram 
Lukshmichand Radha Kissen Sett Bahadur, Mulchand Hurrock; 
Ramchand Johurmull, Ramkissen, Udoychand, Madhodasji, H.M.- 
Rustamji, Rai Bissenchand Dudhuria Bahadur, Koramul, Rai Budh- 
sing Bahadur, Shew Bux Bugla, Doolychand, Sir Hurry Ram 
Goenka, Golabroy Poddar, Heera Lall Johurry, Kupoor Chund 
Johurry, Ramji Dass Luchman Dass, Bissindayal Hurdayal, Guruck 
Ram Tunsook Roy, Mohunlalll Hiralall, Rai Bahadur Dass Bahadur, 
Rai Dhanpat Singh Bahadur, Rai Surajmull Bahadur, Hardatrain 
Chamria, Jetta Joy Chand, Shew Prasad Jhunjhunwallah, Durg® 
Prasad Surekha, Mahamadboy Allybhoy, Mr. Hoosein Mooljee 
Jeyane, Vizram Ibrahim & Co., Најее Shaik Nukibuddin, Hadje* 
Noor Mohammed Jachariah, Chatoorbhuj Narain Gobindanarain— 
joined the Chamber as memders.! 6 э 
The firm of P. б. & W., Sawoo was establishad in Calcutta i” 
1852, by Babu Patit Chandra Sawoo of Dhanyakuria (24-Parganas) 
in collaboration. with Babu Govinda Chandra Guin. At the first 
instance, this firm dealt in ghee, flour and gurh and started the 
business in jute and seeds, afterwards. In 1865 Babu Shyam? 
Charan: Ballav (Patit Paban's sister's husband) became partner 9 
this firm. After the death of his other two partners he managed the 
affairs of this firm and improved the condition of this concer? 
dint of ‘his own efficiency and perseverance. He had gathered 2 
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very fair knowledge of jute-trade and the mark “Ballav” formulated 
by him got wide recognition in the jute-market. Shyama Charan 
had purchased the “Jheel Press” at Cossipore in 1891. After some. 
times this press began to bale thousands of packages of jute. Gra- 
dually this firm also took up the work ofshipping, Banking and 
Commission Agency and achieved much success." 

The'Roys of Bhagyakul also played a prominent role in the 
business-world during the last quarter of the 19th century. They 
had established their firm Premchand Janokinath Sitanath Roy in 
102, Sobhabazar Street Calcutta. This firm in 1897 became the 
Managing Agent of the Steamer Company “East Bengal River 
Steam Service” and its “Engineering Dock" at Cossipore. Prem- 
chand Jute Mill was started by this firm in Chengail, Howrah. This 
concern had several Steamers which plied between East Bengal 
districts and Calcutta carrying mainly jute and rice. In 1908, the 
Roys of Bhagyakul (Nandalal Roy, Jasodalal Roy and Tarit Bhusan) 
merged their old company the Bikrampur Flotilla Service with a 
bigger company which was floated under the name of the Eastern 
Bengal Mahajan Flotilla Company Ltd. with an authorised capital 
of Rs. 15,00,000. The East Bengal Merchants’ Association identified 
themselves with this company. Аз the demand for jute began to 
increase to meet the growing requirements of the jute mills on the 
banks of the Hooghly, the prospects of inland shipping brightened 
and the Steamer Service of the Roys of Bhagyakul yielded good 
profits. Thus they began to invest money in inland shipping and 
banking in the last quarter of the nineteenth century, t° 

Rai Bahadur Sitanath Roy, B.A. B.L. of this family was a very 
talented person. This family was well-known as “Kundu Babus” 
of Bhagyakul in East Bengal and as “Raja Babus of Hatkhola" in 
West Bengal and had shown its generosity and nobility by perform- 
ing many charitable works, Sitanath Roy always took part in all 
matters of public interest and had been a member of the Imperial 
and Provincial Councils for twelve years. He was the founder 
member of Bengal National Chamber of Commerce and had 
occupied the chair of Honorary Secretary till his death. He was 
so much influential that Мг. F.N. Baker, Secretary to the Govern- 
ment of Bengal, Municipal Department, Calcutta described the 
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Bengal National Chamber of Commerce as one-man show and 
according to him Sitanath Roy, the well-known and respected 
citizen of Calcutta, was the head and front of this chamber. The 
Government, on the nomination of the Chamber, appointed Babu 
Sitanath Roy asa Commissioner of the Port Trust in 1890, The 
committee of the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce acknow- 
ledged with gratitude the honour shown to them by appointing their 
Honorary Secretary Babu Sitanath Roy as Sheriff of Calcutta. He 
was also deputed to represent the Chamber on the committee 
appointed for selecting a site for the Wagon ferry for the Bengal- 
Nagpur Railway.19 

Another firm S. C. Mookerjee:& Co. was established in 
10, Sukhia Lane, Radhabazar, Calcutta, by Babu Shyama Charan 
Mookerjee in 1891. Since then this firm had been working as 
contractors and builders. This firm also dealt with the supply 
business of iron-rods and materials which had direct relation with 
the Builders’ or Contractors Works. A factory for iron-melting and 
rod-cutting was also started in 267, Grand Trunk Road, Shibpur. 
This concern achieved much Prosperity in this business, 20 

The firm Prankissen Law & Co. at 96, Amherst Strect, Calcutta, 
also flourished during the last qu 
was a member of the Bengal C 
Pran Krishna Law of Hooghly h 
Charan Law, Shyama Charan Lay 
on trade in opium and salt. р 


Serve on the Port Commission as a 
He was the Sheriff of 
the Zonal Council. He became the 
slative Council either in 1888 or in 
the titles ‘С.Е. ang ‘Raja’ in 1882 
тва Charan received the title of 


member was Maharaja Durga 
Calcutta and a member of 
member of the Imperial Legi 
1886 апа was honoured with 
and. 1887 respectively. Du 
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‘Maharaja in 1891. His mercantile transactions were on a very 
large scale and, no wonder, that he was called the prince of native 
merchants, Raja Hrisikesh Law, С.Т.Е. was the second son of 
Maharaja Durga Charan. His father took him from the college at 
the age of nineteen and made him an apprentice of a local firrm, 
Kelly & Go. where he had learnt business management which 
ultimately helped him to conduct the affairs of his firm ina more 
efficient way and to extend the activities of his firm, Prankrishna 
Law & Со. Actually speaking, he maintained good relation with 
all the public organisations in the city and was one of the members 
of the Calcutta Corporation, Port Trust, Calcutta Improvement 
Trust, District Board of 24-Parganas and even became the chief of 
the above organisations fora number of times, Не was also the 
Director of some Joint-Stock Companies, Vice-Chairman of the 
Local Board of Imperial Bank of India, Governor of Imperial Bank 
of India, Director of China Mutual Insurance Co. Ltd., Northern 
Insurance Co. Ltd., All Sirajganj Railway and Baraset-Basirhat 
Light Railway, member of the Advisory Board of East India Rail- 
way and Eastern Bengal Railway, member and trusty of Victoria 
Memorial and Indian Museum. He commanded a very great Social 
reputation and had two sons namely Kumar Surendranath Law and 
Kumar Narendranath Law.?! Joy Govinda Law represented the: 
firm of Prankrishna Law & Со in the Bengal National Chamber of 
Commerce. Joy Govinda became the President of this Chamber for 
a number of times and was elected to represent the Chamber оп the 
Port Commission.? ? 

Ram Seal, the founder of the famous firm Ramchandra Seal & 
Co. and an active member of the Bengal National Chamber of 
Commerce апа Calcutta Import Trade Association came from the 
Seal family of Hooghly. This famous family carried on trade on an 
extensive scale and had also considerable banking business, Ram 
Seal, Babu Khetter Nath Seal ( also known as Raja Babu ), Тара 
Mohan Seal, Braja Ballav Seal were the distinguish members of this 
family.?3 

Prosad Das Boral, son ofa stock-jobber and bullion-merchant 
Kartick Chandra Boral, had proved himself worthy of such а father 
and became an active member of Bengal National Chamber of 
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Commerce. Another man Raja Durga Charan Rakshit of Chan- 
dernagore founded the firm Durga Charan Roquittee & Co. in Cal- 
cutta and earned a lot of money by trade with Australia. He was 
а member of the Calcutta Baled Jute Association. The Governor 
of French India had been pleased to grant two military guards to 
this well known merchant of Calcutta and Chandernagore in 1894. 
He was the first private resident of Chandernagore upon whom this 
honour had been conferred, 24 

Acharya Prafulla Chandra Roy had opehed the Bengal Chemical 
and Pharmaceutical Works at 91, Upper Circular Road, in 1892. It 
began to manufacture drugs from indigenous materials. Manu- 
facture of laboratory apparatus for schools and colleges, fruit syrup, 
perfumes were also undertaken by this firm, The famous writer 
Rajsekhar Bose worked as its manager. Besides the above, С.К. Sen 
& Co. discovered the formula of the famous Jabakusum hair-oil and 
Butto Kristo Paul & Co. made Edward’s Tonic. Darjipara Chemi- 
cal Works of P.M. Bagchi prepared ink and scented-oil ; К. B. Sen 
& Co. dealt in country-made goods and manufactured wood, ivory, 
Shell articles, pottery, soap, ink, pencil, etc.?5 

Among the Muslim traders Haji Shaik Nukibuddin, Ismail 
Khan, Jossein МооЦее Jeyane, Hadjee Noor Md. Jachariah, Vizram 
Ibrahim were the members of Bengal National Chamber of Co- 
mmerce.* Most of the Muslims worked either as cultivators, 
factory labours or masons. In the districts of Howrah and Hooghly 
a considerable portion of Muslim population worked in the brick 
fields or in factories. In the districts of 24-Parganas, Nadia, Moor- 
shidabad, Burdwan, Birbhum, Bankura they cultivated lands. 
According to L. SS. О. Malley, some muslims in Hooghly used to 
earn their livelihood by making chikan works. He also observed 
that a group of Muslim families in Pandua ( Hooghly ) manu- 
factured yellow Paper. With the growth of Kidderpore dock in 
1885, the migrated Muslims from Eastern Bengal worked in the 
Calcutta Port as Sareng, porter, painter etc, None of them took 
business as a profession, Ultimately this Muslim population of the 
Calcutta Port settled in Chunagalli, Pipe Road, Watgunge, Matia- 
buruz, Hastings, Garden Reach, Ekbalpore. Mr. Beverley had 
shown the distribution of muslim population in 1881. According to 
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him there were 395 muslim merchants, 68 money lenders, 282 
brokers, 29 auctioners, 2104 shop-keepers, 10 hucksters, 52 cotton 
sellers, 408 cloth dealers, 141 jute manufacturers, 40 coil manu- 
facturers, 329 rice dealers 5 Millers, 65 oil workers and dealers and 
57 Lac dealers.?? Abdul Rahim, Abdul Ally, Aga Mirza Shirazi, 
Mirza Mahmud, Babu Saib, Aga Ibrahim, Gholam Hossain, Hajee 
Allem, Aga Md. Ibrahim, Sk. Abdullah were some of the Muslim 
merchants who were trading with Java, Singapore, Woulmein, Pegu, 
Mauritius, Suez, Basra on a limited scale during the first half of the 
nineteenth century. In 1383, Kazi Gul Md., Mehboob Khan, Md. 
Hossain, Md. Asgar and Agha Karbalai Muhammad had contribu- 
ted’ Rs. 16, Rs. 10, Rs. 16, Rs. 10 and Rs. 500 respectively for the 
formation of the New Bengal Steam Fund Committec.*§ 

We have already traced the growth of Burrabazar which had 
become the centre of non-Bengali traders, a very considerable 
number of them being Marwaris. We propose to give an account of 
the commercial firms set up by the Marwaris who came from Joy- 
pur, Jodhpur, Bikaneer, Rajputana and Fatehpur (Sikar). Seth 
Harisingji of Murshidabad established a firm under the name of 
Harisingh Nehalchand in 1828 at 1, Portuguese Street, Calcutta, 
He was of Jain religion of Oswal Setwambar sect and hailed from 
Rajasthan. This firm had conducted its own business independently 
up to 1907 апа after that Seth Verudanji, Iswarchandji of Ganga- 
sahar acquired a share init. After Seth Harisingji the affairs of 
this firm had been managed by Nehalchandji. Seth Dalchandji, son 
of Nehalchan4ji came to the fore-front after the demise of Nehal- 
chandji Among the jute merchants of Calcutta this firm occupied a 
very high position. In Calcutta this concern mainly dealt in 
banking, jute-bailing and shipping. Besides Calcutta, some branches 
were opened in Sirajganj, Ajimganj (Messrs. Nihalchad Dalchand) 
Farbisgunj, Sirsa Bari and Vorangamari (Rangpur, Messrs. Verodan 
Iswarchand).?? 

Seth Nuthmullji of Rajasthan started a firm under the name of 
Bhoujiram Indrachand Nahatta in Baluchar, Murshidabad in 1828. 
He wasa Nahatta gentleman of Oswal society. He had three sons 
namely, Pangiramji, Bhoujiramji and Karanchandji. Of these, 
Bhoujiramji became the ownerofthis concern. Bhoujiramji also 
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had three sons namely, Seth Gulabchandji, Seth Gokulchandji and 
Seth Nemchandji respectively. These three gentlemen, specially 
Gulabchandji, enhanced the business activities of this concern. He 
was efficient as well as intelligent. He opened a branch of this firm 
at 47, Khengra Patti Street, Calcutta where a flourishing business in 
banking, jute bailing and shipping was carried on, Several other 
branches were opened in Ramgpur (Messrs, Gulabchand, Gokul- 
chand, Indrachand), in Dinajpur (Messrs, Gulabchand, Nemchand, 
Indrachand) and in Baluchar (Messrs. Pangiram Bhoujiram) The 
manager of the last named firm was Puramchandji Sumkhukha and 
Sukhlalji Parakh was the ‘Munim’ and Munnilallji chased became 
the cashier of the Calcutta branch. Indrachandji, son of Gulab- 
chandji became a Very reputed person who had given a fresh 
impetus to the business-activities of this firm. He was the first 
gentlemen who accepted “Nadin Bichar" and went to England. He 
was accompanied by Indrachandji Dudhoria, the son of Roy 
Raghusingji Bahadur Dudhoria of Ajimganj, Murshidabad, 30 

The owners of the firm of Tilokchand Daimull came from 
Bidashar (Bikaneer) and were “gentlemen of Oswal Terapanthi Jain 
Society. Seth Jesrajji and Chunnilallji had established this firm in 
Gouhati in 1828. Afterwards Tilokchand, Halfchand and Paner- 
aj opened two branches at 7/1, Bahulal Lane and 
Cross Street, Calcutta to deal imported cloth 
business.?1 

Seth Gorakhram came to Calcutt 
with a capital of rupee one and annas four only. Не started here a 


business of “Nainsookh” and “Washed goods”, He died in 1877 
leaving his four sons, Giloram Т. 


With their separate firms, 


; jute and hundi 


ain 1828 from Bikaneer State 


mber for 25 years. 
atyanarain in Cal- 
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cutta and a temple of Mahabev їп Churu, a garden, wells, а school 
(Tansukhroy Khemka free School) in Liluah near Calcutta—were 
some of the contributions of this family.3? 

The original place of residence of the owners of the firm of 
Messrs. Ramchandra Hariram Goenka was in Dungdlodh (Raj- 
putana). They were the Goenka gentlemen of Agarwal Vaisya section 
Seth Ramduttji grand father of Seth Ramchandraji came here from 
Dungdlodh in 1839. He began to work аз a ‘Munim’ here. He had a 
special aptitude in “‘Dalal’s business" and he had engaged his son 
also in this business. He had two sons, Seth Ramkishandassji and 
Seth Arjundassji. Among these two, Seth Ramkishandassji died a 
premature death. After Seth Ramkishandassji, his son Seth Ram- 
chandraji enhanced the business activity of this firm. Since his 
time, the brokery and commission-business with English companies, 
like Kettle Well, Bullen & Co., had been started by this firm. 
Besides, he was appointed as the chief broker of Rally Brothers and 
became engaged in cloth business. This firm made a fortune, and 
was held in much respect. Rest houses in Sri Jagannath Puri, 
Baidyanathdham and in Dungdlodh were established by him, in 
addition to these, Sanskrit Pathsala School, dispensary and the 
temple of Sri Satyanarainji were founded by him. А “Сепапа Ghat” 
( bathing ghat for women ) over the bank of Ganges by the side of 
the Howrah-Bridge was also built up under his direct supervision 
and contribution. Sri Seth Ramchandraji had established the 
“Ramchandra Goenka Hindu Bidhabasram". Nearly one thousand 
rupees per month were expended towards the maintenance of this 
organisation, 

After him Roy Bahadur Sir Hariramji Goenka, K.T.,C.I.E. Sri 
Seith Ghanashyamdassji Goenka, and Roy Bahadur Babu Badridass- 
ji Goenka, C.I.E., M.L.C., sons of Seth Ramchandraji, became the 
proprietors of this firm. Roy Bahadur Sir Hariram Goenka, К.Т., 
C.LE., was the eldest son of Seth Ramchandraji and a very noble- 
hearted well established gentleman in the Marwari Society. The 
Government of India offered him the titles of India offered him the 
titles of Roy Bahadur іп 1900, C.LE. in 1917, and Sir Knight in 
1920. He became the Sheriff of Calcutta and a municipal 
commissioner and had been doing the work of the President of 
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Marwari Association for some years. He had received “Tazim” 
(i.e. turban) from the Maharaja of Joypur and Rabrajaji of Sikar.?? 
Under Section 16 of the Calcutta Port Act, 1890, Rai Hariram 
Goenka Bahadur had been elected by the Bengal National Chamber 
of Commerce to bea commissioner of the Port of Calcutta in the 
place of Babu Sita Nath Roy whose term of office expired on the 
18th July, 1900.34 

The firm. of Chetram Rambilas had been dealing in ‘Kirana’ 
(spices, sceds etc. ) for a long period in Calcutta. Jute baling and 
shipping were also undertaken in this firm. The ancestor of this 
firm Chetramji came to Calcutta from Bikaneer in 1845. At the 
beginning, he started working as а dalal of Kirana and after some- 
times he became a successful dalal of Kirana. He established his 
own business afterwards and achieved much success. Не died in 
1901,35 | 

The firm Mesars, Raghunathdass Sivalal had been doing 
business in imported cloth. The firm also carried оп business of 
jute baling and shipping. The proprietors of this firm hailed from 
Nouhar ( Bikaneer State ). They were the ‘Pachisia’ gentlemen of 
Maheswari caste. This firm had a very humble beginning when it 
was started by Seth Raghunathji in 1846. But the concern had been 
dealing in cloth since its inception. After Seth Raghunathji, Seth 
Sivalaldassji managed the affairs of this firm. After him his son 
Seth Ramlalji had developed the activity of the firm. He was 
recognised as a very well established person in the Maheswari 
society.36 

The proprietor of the firm Messrs. Ramkishandass Sivadayal 
was a Khemka gentleman of Agarwal society from Ratnagarh 
( Bikaneer State). This firm was established in 1847, in Calcutta 
in the name of Nathuram Ramkishan. It had branches in Faruka- 
bad, Delhi, Kanpur, Assam, Some noble religious works were done 
by the owner of this firm. В. S. M. School was established and 
Јар donations were paid to the Hospitals. Rest houses had been 
built up in the places like Haridwar, Kankhal and Ratangarh and 
schools were opened. This firm dealt in jute, cemmission agency 
and rice and opened agencies in other parts of. Bengal during the 
Jute season. Kishori Rice Mill was the Property of this firm.37 
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The original place of residence of the owner, Seth Lachchiramji 
of the firm Messrs. Meghraj Chougmull was in Rajaldeshar 
(Bikancer), Не was а ‘Baid’ gentleman belonging to Oswal Vaisya 
caste. The firm was established by Seth Lachchiramji in 1849. At 
the first instance the name was Messrs. Kharag Singh Lachchram. 
Since 1897, the firm had been carrying on business in the above 
name. After him Sri Minalalji and Kaluramji sons of Seth 
Chougmullji, became the proprietors of this firm. This firm dealt 
in jute and cloth and had a branch in Mursbidabad.38 

Ramsenehiram came to Calcutta from Malisar in Joypur in 1849 
for the purpose of trade. Bohitram also came from Joypur and 
they jointly laid the foundation of a firm in the name of Ramsenehi- 
ram Bohitram at 401/7A, Upper Chitpore Road. This firm under- 
took commission agency and arat-business. 

А firm under the style of Ramkishandass Chandi Prasad was 
started at 136, Cotton Street by Seth Harachand Roy of Rajputana 
in 1848. This firm also undertook the business of commission 
agency, arat and banking. One Kaluramji opened a firm at 46, 
Strand Road, Calcutta, under the style of Sukhlal Bhoumsingh in 
1849. It conducted the business in the above name upto the year 
1879. "This concern also undertook commission agency.?9 

In 1852 the firm Messrs. Fateh Chand, Chouthmull Karam- 
chand was established in Calcutta by Poneychandji-son of Fateh- 
chandji of Rajaldeshar ( Bikaneer State ), who was a gentleman of 
Oswal Vaisya caste. Poneychandji had three brothers whose names 
were Balchandji, Hiralalji and Chouthmullji respectively. This firm 
dealt in jute and carried on banking and commission agency. After 
him, the business of this firm was conducted by Sri Pratapmullji4 

In 1852 the firm Sadhasukh Kabra & Co. was established by 
Sridhikaranji, a Maheswari gentleman, in Calcutta. He hailed from 
Jusri (Jodhpur State). This family lived for a certain period in 
Kutchaman. (Jodhpur ). He was the first man to come here from 
his country house. He and his partners Shiva Prasadji, Narsinghdas- 
ji and Lachminarainji had to labour hard for the development of 
this firm. Не achieved much success in the business of Gold and 
Silver. His firm was recognised as an well established one'in the 
market of gold and silver trade. This firm also dealt in banking, 
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Hessian, Gunny and Seeds. The death of Sridikaranji occurred in 
1908.4: 

Seth Narmullji Lohia, а ‘Lohia’ gentleman of Agarwal Vaisya 
society of Churu ( Bikaneer State), came to Calcutta before 1857; 
and after sometimes his younger brother, Seth Ranglalji Lohia, also 
came here. The two brothers dealt in opium, grain and cloth. Seth 
Narmullji died in 1890 and Ranglalji in 1910. Babu Lachminarain 
and Babu Ramchandraji, the two sons of Seth Ranglalji became the 
heirs of the firm, Messrs. Lachminarain Ramchandra. Babu 
Lachminarainji launched a business of Hessian and Gunny during 
1912-13 and since then the firm had been carrying on the same, 
business. +? 

Seth Jnanchundji Singhee of Oswal society of Sujargarh, came to 
Calcutta in 1839 and began to serve the firm of Ratanchand Sobha- 
chund and ultimately acquired a share therein. He had been 
maintaining business relation with this firm for 45 years ( i.e., upto 
1885). After his death in 1894, two sons Babu Jitmullji and Babu 
Premchandji, were also carrying on business under the firm of 
Ratanchand & Sobhachand. But in 1901, they started their 
independent concern in the name of Messrs. Jitmull Premchand. 
The main business of this firm was to supply jute to the jute mills.*? 

The firm of Messrs. Khetsidas Tansukhdas was established at 
Cross Street in Calcutta in 1859 by Khetsidassji, a jamad gentleman 
of Sardar Sahar ( Bikaneer State). Two sons-Kalluramji and 
Nanuramji were born to Khetsidass. Kalluramji was a very 
cautious man and this firm flourished much during his time. This 
firm dealt in cloth, banking. Actually, the firms of Khetsidassji 
and Tansukhdassji got separated from each other during his life 
time. Since then, the business of this firm had been conducted in 
the name of Messrs. Khetsidas Kulluram. 

Shri Mangalchandji, the son of Kalluramji, Sri Birdichandji ап 
adopted son of Nanuramji, and Subhakaranji, became the joint 
proprietors of this concern, later оп. 

Seth Sobharamji, а ‘Murodia’ gentleman of Agarwal Vaisya 
caste, came to Calcutta from Jaypur in 1859 and opened a cloth 
shop here. After his death, his son Babu Lakshminarainji Murodia 
opened a new firm under the title of Sobharam Lakshminarain {07 
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dealing in cloth. Не amassed a great fortune inthis business. He 
was the ‘Trusty’ of some organisations and took part in public 
works. He handed over the charge of his business to his son and 
spent the last ten years of his life in religious and public works.*5 

The place of residence of the proprietors of the firm of M.D. 
Sonthalia was at Mangdaba (Joypur State). They were the 
‘Sonthalia’ gentlemen of Agarwal Vaisya caste. The ancestor of 
the owners of this firm, Seth Sojiramji, came to Calcutta in 1860. 
He earned a lot of fortune in the trade in opium. Seth Sojiramji 
established a cloth-shop in favour of his nephew Seth Raghunath- 
royji, and the business was carried on with his aid under the 
title ‘Sojiram Raghunath’. After the death of Raghunathroyji, he 
conducted the business under the name of Sojram Ramdev. He 
died in 1888. Seth Sojiramji had four sons—Seth Ramchandraji, 
Seth Lachminarainji, Seth Ramdevji and Seth Kanaialalji. Among 
these gentlemen Seth Ramchandraji and Lachminarainji died a very 
premature death. Therefore the last two brothers Seth Ramdevji 
and Seth Kanaialalji became owners of this firm. This firm also 
dealt in jute and share.*® 

- The proprietors of the firm Udaychand Pannalal were Seth 

Hazarimulj Baid and Seth Jangbarmulji Baid. This firm had 
been undertaking business in Calcutta since 1868. It was dealing in 
cloth. In addition, the firm was also carrying on business in jute 
under the name of Jangbarimull Ganeshmull, at 42, Armenian Street, 
Calcutta, the firm had got its own permanent property there.47 

In 1869 the firm Messrs. Bhagatram Siva Prasad came into 
being in Calcutta. The proprietors of this firm hailed from Rajgarh 
( Bikaneer ) and they belonged to Agarwal caste. The head-office 
of this firm was situated in 26/3, Armenian Street. Here the 
business with respect to Hundi, Chit and Hessian was carried on, 
Babu Shiva Pratapji, Babu Ramnarainji and Babu Lachminarainji 
Tikmani inherited this concern in 1929.48 

Babu Lakshminarainji and Babu Surajmullji two sons of Ramji 
Kanodia of Agarwal Vaisya Society had been carrying on business 
in Calcutta under the name of Lakshminarain Surajmul in 1875. 
Seth Ramji Kanodia of Agarwal Vaisya Society came first to 
Benares from Bikaneer. As Babu Lakshminarainji had no son, he 
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madehis youngest brother Babu Chundmulji his heir and kept 
him with him in Calcutta from his ( Chundmulji's) very boyhood. 
Babu Jagannathji lived with his father in Benares. Babu Jagannathji 
and Babu Surajmulji died at a month's interval in 1906-07. 
Lakshminarainji Kanodia longed to do a great religious work and 
wanted to establish an hospital and actually with this end in view he 
made a provision of land ; but he could not satisfy his desire as he 
died a premature death. In order to fulfil his desire Seth Sri Ramji 
established a very big hospital, under the name of Sri Ram 
Lakshminarain Marwari Hindu Hospitalin Benares. The develop- 
ment of the business activity of this firm was effected by Seth 
Lakshminarainji. When he came to Calcutta at first he had to serve 
under Messrs. Ram Niranjandas Budreedas and Messrs. Harnanda- 
roy Fulchand. He enhanced the grain-business of Harnandroy 
Fulchand. During that period this firm used to export its products 
to Dundee and Hamburg. Thus, having gathered capital and 
experience he had open an independent firm, in collaboration with 
his brother, Seth Surajmul under the name of Lakshminarain 
Surajmul. The firm mainly dealt in gunny bags and grain, seed. 
Seth Lakshminarainji had a profound knowledge of business- 
matters. He had business connections with the great companies 
dealing in hessian and sacks and was the director of the Jute Mills 
of the famous firm—Messrs, Maclyod & Со,49 

The firm Messrs. Kalluram Nathmul ‘had its origin in the hand 
of Kalluramji a resident of Sardarsahar ( Bikaneer ) in 1869. He 
had two sons, Seth Panchiramji and Nathmulji. These two brothers 


became separated in 1910. This firm undertook jute, banking, cloth 
business. 50 


The firm Messrs, 
the hand of Seth Mann 
1874. Babu Harichan 
Seth Roniramji, 


Mannalal Sobhachand Surna originated in 
alalji Sarana of Churu ( Bikaneer State ) in 
dji had four sons namely, Seth Ugar Chandji; 
Seth Mannalalji and Seth Sobhachandji. Sri 
Dhanarjji, son of Seth Ugarchandji died а very premature death. 
Babu Suganchandji, Khubchandji and Hazarimulji—three sons of 


Seth Roniramji, began to run their Separate in 
under the name 


Manick Chand. 


dependent business 
5 of Suganchand Hazarimul and | Hazarimul 


Naturally, Seth Mannalalji and Seth Sobhachandji 
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had to open this firm. The death of Seth Sobhachandji occurred in 
1889. Babu Mannalalji Surana had established this firm and had 
increased its activities. He began his career as a ‘Dalal’ of 
cloth and started his own business of cloth later on. He earned 
much in this business, Babu Tilokchandji Surana had increased 
the permanent properties at Churu and in Calcutta. He had a 
greater share in the rise of the Marwari Chamber of Commerce 
here in Calcutta.5! 

Two branches of the firm Messrs. Jagannath Jugal Kishore 
Thirani were started in Calcutta by Seth Lachhiramji and his 
brother Seth Lakshmichandji in 1869. This firm carried on trade 
in rice, jute. It had three rice factories in the name of Rameswar 
Roy Ratan.5? 

Next in 1879 a firm Messrs. Tarachand Meghraj was started in 
Calcutta under the auspices of some inhabitants of Ratangarh 
(Bikaneer). This firm had a wide banking business. Seth 
Gurudayalji of Jaypur also started a firm in Calcutta in the name 
of Biharilal Lakshminarayan in 1879. This firm dealt in imported 
cloth and ‘gur’. The proprietors of the firm Ganeshdas Gurmookroy, 
were the 'Mutsuddi' gentlemen, of Agarwal Vaisya,society, who 
inhabited at Mangdaba. The foundation stone of this firm was 
laid down in 1879 by Babu Ganeshdasji. From the very beginning 
this firm had been working as the benian and broker of the cloth 
department of Hoare Miller & Со. After the death of Seth 
Ganeshdasji the duty of management of the affairs of this firm came 
upon his grandson Roy Bahadur Konhoialalji—son of Gurmukhroyji. 
During his time, this firm dealt in hessian, gunny, and cloth. He 
died in 1909.53 

The firm under the name of Multanmul Dulichand originated 
in the hand of Dulichand in Calcutta in 1879. This firm dealt in 
imported cloth. The proprietors of the firm Messrs. Karnidan 
Rabatmul were the inhabitants of Bikaneer. Before that, their 
ancestors lived in Barsulpur ( Jaisalmir ). They were the ‘Kothari? 
gentlemen of Maheswari society. The founder of this firm Seth 
Karnidanji Kothari came to Calcutta from Bikaneer in 1854, He 
began his career asa ‘Dalal’ in the offices of cloth merchants and 
after a few years launched a business of *"Jaharat). He died in 1879; 


164 CALCUTTA AND ITS HINTERLAND 


His son Rabatmulji established the firm of Messrs. Karnidan 
Rabatmul in 1880-81 and carried on business of cloth. Besides 
cloth, this firm dealt in jute, sugar, commission agency and banking. 
During the year 1902, he opened the business of metals. 

The owner of the firm of Lalchand Amanmul was originally an 
inhabitant of Jodhpur. He was a bothra gentleman of Oswal 
society. The head-office of this firm was situated at Chilamari 
(Bengal). Seth Lalchandji established this firm there in 1859. ' 
From the very beginning this firm had been dealing in jute, cloth 
agency and shop-keeping. Seth Amanmulji, son of Seth Lalchandji, 
and Meghrajji had started this firm at 4, Raja Woodmund Street, 
Calcutta, in 1897. This concern conducted there a very flourishing 
trade in jute, cloth-agency, shroff-exchange, etc.54 

The story of the firm, Messrs. Surajmul Nuggermul, is much 
more interesting. The founder of this firm Babu Surajmulji came 
to Calcutta from his country Ratangarh ( Bikaneer ) in 1896 and at 
the beginning he had to do works relating to records here in the firm 
of his maternal uncle, ‘Gurumukh Roy Sibdutt Roy’. His younger 
brother Babu Bangsidharji Jalan also worked at the first instance in 
the firm of “Hardeodas Gurdayal’, as a cashier. These two brothers 
possessed sound knowledge of business. They started their own 
business with a very meagre capital in 1906. This business gradually 
began to flourish in the hands of Babu Surajmulji Jalan, Babu 
Banshidharji Jalan, Babu Baijnathji Jalan and Babu Nagermulji 
Bajoria.55 | 

Seth Surajmul Jalan was born in 1881. In honour of his 
memory, a big mansion called ‘Jalan Smritimandir' had been 
erected in the crossing of.Central Avenue and Muktaram Babu 
Street. What he had contributed to the ‘Nirman Society’ is a long 
tale. He hailed from a. very poor family. The boyhood days of 
Surajmulji passed through many odds. The business of his father 
remained practically in a static position during his childhood ; as а 
result he had received no proper education. - He, of course went to 
his ‘Guruji? (teacher) in the rest house of Chandgotians at 
Ratangarh for a very short Period. When he left for Assam with his 
father he got no scope there for learning even Hindi. Most of his 
time were spent with his father, But Һе had a natural devotion 
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towards puja religious ceremonies etc. of his family and the 
National Culture. 

He had to spend nearly 10 years of his boyhood days їп Assam. 
He lost his mother in Calcutta at the age of 10 years. The chapter 
of fun and frolic thus came to an end. His maternal grand father, 
Sri Banshiram Sureka, was living in Lakshmangarh; maternal grand 
mother was also alive. They offered their heartiest affection to the 
boy, which, to some extent, made good the loss of his mother. They 
made some proper arrangements for his education so that he might 
bea worthy boy. The name of his teacher was Pandit Ramdayalji 
Josi. Banshidharji, his younger brother, remained with his grand 
mother in Lakshmangarh which was a small town; but most of the 
residents of that place had been carrying on business either in 
Bombay orin Calcutta. Surajmulji maintained friendly relation 
with their wards, and thus developed his knowledge about the 
current business matters in Calcutta and in other places. Then he 
acquired a very good power to examine the affairs of his father's 
business. His maternal grand father used to tell him—‘‘Surajmul, it 
is the joy of sun that he gives light to the world silently and keeps 
himself tight on the chair; he neither asks nor wants from anybody, 
that, which is to be given, gives silently”. Surajmullji used to listen 
that statement and worshipped the sun daily, early in the morning.®® 

His maternal grand father imparted some lessons relating to 
‘Mahajuni business’. He taught him the tactics of writing 
business books (i.e. records) etc. and he ( Surajmulji) also 
acquired a satisfactory knowledge in Hindi. Не was tactful in his 
dealings and polite in words. Surajmulji stayed with his maternal 
grand father for two years. 

When Surajmulji was of thirteen or fourteen years of age, 
Hardevdasji (his father ) made up his mind to make a permanent 
relationship with the Bajoria family of Ratangarh and the marriage 
took place in 1896. Ramchandraji, the father-in-law of Surajmulji 
managed the works of jute department in the firm of Seven-Hats in 
Calcutta and he had also a share in the department. The name of 
the bride was Roma Devi. After marriage, at the age of 15, he 
went to Assam with his father but he felt a strong attraction 
towards Calcutta. 
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Surajmulji, practically, came to Calcutta with empty hands. 
He grasped the technic of ‘Jute’ business within a year. His mater- 
nal uncle had a very flourishing business; for this reason ‘his 
(maternal uncle's) books contained many valuable information 
regarding ‘Fibre’. 

Surajmulji got them by heart very quickly. Hardevdasji died 
in 1912. The firm of Bishyandayal Hardayal of Calcutta had a 
branch in Cuttack. Under the instigation of Ramchandraji Bajoria 
Surajmulji was sent there to work as the Manager so that the 
position of the Branch might be strengthened. He became a very 
well-known person in Calcutta by dint of his own efficiency and 
perseverance. For this reason, he was entrusted with this heavy 
responsibility, Surajmulji fulfilled this mission and returned to 
Calcutta after 9 or 10 months, at the call of Ramchandraji. When 
Surajmulji established his “Сайа? he spared no pains to conduct 
jute-trade with great enthusiasm and, Dhulian, the main centre of 
jute trade іп Murshidabad, became his field of work. It could be 
reached, by rail route from Howrah, within 8 or9 hours. At the 


first instance, Surajmulji_ himself used to go there and collected and 


stored jute in godowns; but as the firm began to develop, his 


associates.and dallals remained busy with this work. Jute was 
cultivated іп places like Bongaon, Hingargacha, Koilaghat, Habra 
etc. Arrangement were made for the trans 


port of jute purchased 
in these places, 


by boat or rail to the selling centres in Calcutta. 
He did this sort of work for 3 or 4 years and after th 


prepare himself for handling baling- Surajmulji took the 
work of shipping in 1907 and started exporting jute-bales in foreign 
lands. In the foreign markets two marks of hemp namely ‘Rose’ 
and ‘Hanuman’ enunciated by Surajmul and Naggermul were very 
much prevalent.57 


at, began to 
business. 


In order to exterid the jute business the 
manner апа established the 
another Jute Press, 


y organised it in а special 
"India Jute Press’ in 1913 and opened 
*Hanuman Jute Press by name, in 1916. He 
also founded some agencies in some places in Bengal for the purchase 
ofjute. Along with- the jute trade, he also started the business of 
hemp and began to €Xport the same to *Bilaet? (i.e., U.K.,U.S.A- 


etc). When their jute-business had reached the peak of its glory 
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they established “Hanuman Jute Mill" in 1928. At the beginning 
there were 265 looms; but the number had been increased by 
another 250 looms within a year or two. This firm was respected 
by all the established jute-traders in Calcutta. It carried on а very 
big businees of jute purchase in East and West Bengal; of hemp 
purchase in U.P., Punjab and C.P. Under the auspices of this 
firm, two big libraries namely, Hanuman Bachanalaya and Hanu- 
man Library had been established їп Ratangarh and in Calcutta 
respectively.53 

We have given a brief account of some Marwari firms which 
operated from Calcutta, spread out in moffusil districts and main- 
tained their existence forseveraldecades. It is noteworthy that 
they carried on trade mainly in opium, cloth, jute and seeds, spices 
and also undertook banking and commission agency. Many of 
them acted as brokers of British firms. From Calcutta they operated 
in the sprawling hinterland. Although they made a fortune in trade 
and commerce and banking, they hardly invested their capital in 
manufacturing industries. It does not seem that they suffered from 
lack of capital. What they lacked in was entrepreneurship. 

We now propose to give a brief account of joint-stock enterprise 
which was becoming the typical form of business organisation. Joint- 
stock Enterprise. was imported in this country from England. Prior 
to that, the system of partnership was in vogue in this country. In 
1857 the system of Joint-stock enterprise with limited liability was 
introduced in India. Joint Stock companies incorporated in 
Bengal during the years 1860-1900 stood at 1424; and companies 
incorporated in England with sterling capital at 39. Thus the total 
number of joint-stock companies registered during the above years 
was 1463. But there were also other non-registered joint-stock 
companies which got themselves registered afterwards. From accounts 
given in the precedings of all these companies we can generalise 
that all these companies came into existence under the auspisces of 
the foreign traders and almost all of these companies had been 
functioning under the grip of these foreign traders. They became 
the first directors, share holders and managing-agents of these joints 
stock companies. Almost all of these companies had their office in 
Calcutta. The table given below indicates that joint-stock enter- 


168 CALCUTTA AND ITS HINTERLAND 


prises began to be popular towards the close of the nineteenth 
century. 


Year Number of Year Number of 
companies companies 
1860-61 að 17 1870-71 Eis 2 
1861-62 © 19 1871-72 ze 11 
1862-63 us 13 1872.73 17 
1863-04 у 58 1873-74 зы 30 
1864-65 ssi 34 1874-75 г 33 
1865 66 А 17 1875-76 Er 18 
1866-67 ps 11 1876-77 EC 20 
1867-08 E 9 1877-78 on 13 
1868-69 is 3 1878-79 Я 19 
1869-70 КА 4 1879-80 em 17 
TOTAL ... 185 TOTAL ... 180 
Year Number of Year Number of 
companies companies 
1880.81 gm 12 1890-91 T 83 
1881-82 du 13 1891-92 4 38 
1882-83 ree 37 1892.93 2 25 
1883.84 $55 23 1893-94 a 98 . 
1884 85 не 20 1894-95 oe 138 
1885-86 12 14 1895-96 Uu. 103 
1880-87 foni 10 1896 97 v 288 
1887.88 ES 18 1897-98 Бл 50 
1888-89 aay 23 1898-99 4- 28 
1889-00 T 25 1899-1900 Lg 18 
TOTAL ... 190 


TOTAL ... 869 


NET TOTAL .. 1494 


Source : Office of the Joint-Stock Companies. 


The next feature to be noted was the 
names in the list of first directors, 
the share-holders list belonged t 
Guzratis ог Bengalis. 


presence of some Indian 
Indian names which appeared in 
© either Parsees or Marwaries or 
But Indian traders or benians used to hold 
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minor shares. But the foreigners held lions shares of these 
companies. Apparently, the Indian traders were interested in 
dividends and not in undertaking the burden of risk. They had 
enough of capital but they lacked the spirit of entrepreneurship. 
Nevertheless, a good number of Bengali traders had active 
connections with the Joint-stock companies up to the eighth decade 
of the 19th century and it can be said that up to 1885 the share- 
market was dominated by the Bengali Traders. 59 

We will cite the examples of some of these joint-stock 
companies. Empress of India Cotton Mills Co. Ltd. became a 
registered company on the 19th April 1877, with Rs.,8,75,000 and 
Rs. 8,75,000 as nominal and paid up capital. This company had 
cotton mills at Shyampore, Howrah. The construction of this mill 
had been undertaken by Messrs. Anderson Wallace & Co., for the 
sum of Rs. 1,90,000. Мг. Hamden Watson was the manager of this 
company. Dhunjeebhoy Byramjee Mehta and his son Roostumjee 
Dhunjeebhoy Mehta, who carried on business in partnership at 
55, Canning Street, Calcutta under the name of D.B. Mehta & Co. were 
the agents, secretaries and treasurer of this company. Dhunjeebhoy 
Byramjee Mehta, Hadjee Viaduna Jonas, Noor Mahomed Hadjee 
Jackariah, Pestonjee Ecduljee Guzdar, Ramgopal (of Messrs. 
Gunness Doss Jairam) and Rustomjee Sorabjee Woonwalla—were the 
first directors of this company. This is a case where we find some 
Indian names holding the posts of directors and managing agents. 

The registration of Bengal-Nagpur Cotton Mills Company 
Limited was effected on the 3lst October 1896. The paid up capital 
was Rs. 12,00,000. The main office was situated at 4, Bankshall 
Street, Calcutta. C.W. Wallace, C. Greenway, Е.А. Chettle, S.P, 
Stephen, M.McGregor, J. Macdowell, George Ward and Sitanath 
Roy were the first share-holders of this company. Sitanath Roy had 
one share.°? 

The Singaran Coal Syndicate Ltd. was registered on the 29th 
January 1895 with Rs. 1,37,500 as paid up capital. Clive Building 
was the seat of its main office. Macleod & Co. became the first 
managing agent of this company.’ W.L. Alston, F.W. Cumberlege 
and Р.Е. Hedgar acted as the first directors and W.L. Alston, C.C, 
Macleod, A. Campbell, Hedgar and three others ( all foreigners ) 
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became the first share-holders of this company. P.C. Mookherjee 
attended the meeting of the share-holders held on the 13th June, 
1901.5? 

The registration of Borrea Coal Company Limited was effected 
оп the 10th February 1891. The paid up capital of the company 
was Rs. 9,00,000 and the main office was situated at Chartered Bank 
Buildings. Messrs. F.W.Heilgers & Co. served as the managing 
agent and C. Larmour, W.F. Buckland and four other foreigners 
became the first directors of this company. James Taylor, W.R. 
Walker, Alexander F: Heilgers, J. Donar, G.W.E. Bieber, Mrs. 
Alex Е. Heilgers, F.W.Marshall, M. Anderson, and C.M. Rustomjee 
became the share-holders of this company by 1896.63 

Messrs. Andrew Yule & Co. was the first managing agent of 
Katras Jherriah Coal Company Limited, which was registered on the 
4th August 1893. It had Rs. 5,00,000as paid up capital and 
8, Clive Row was the seat of its main office. D. Yule, D. King, T.K. 
Butt, Ramjeedas and three other foreigners were the first subscri- 
bers of this company.9* 

Seebpore Coal Company Limited which was registered on the 
26th June, 1900 had two Indian share-holders; they were Sewdutt 
Roy ( Marwari) and’ one merchant who had signed in Tamil 
language. D. Yule, W. Nieall, D.K: Guppan and two other 
foreigners were holding the lion's-share. A sum of Rs.4,00,000 was 
the nominal'capital and Rs 2,80,480 was the paid up capital of this 
Company. Messrs. Andrew Yule & Co. was the managing agent 
and director of this Company.®5 

The Ondal Coal Company Limited was registered on the 19th 
February, 1897; Messrs. F.W. Heilgers & Со. became the first 
managing agent and the business was conducted by them without 
directors. Chartered Bank Buildings was the seat of its main office. 
J. Taylor, M. Anderson, Rossbarry, R. Hamilton and C.M. 
Rustomjee were the first share-holders of this Company. Ву 1898, 
R. Kotthans, J. McGowan, W. Glenck, А.Е. Heilgers, J.F. Donar, 
Н.С. Kleinwort, D. Hermsen, Mrs. Leonie Osterrieth, Н. Fortlage, 
H. Cunningham, R.G. Higby—became the share-holders of this 
Company.96 


May 6th, 1873 was the date of registration of the Fort Gloster 


INDIAN ECONOMIC ENTERPRISE 171 


Jute Manufacturing Company Limited which was started with 
Rs. 14,00,000 and Rs. 14,00,000 as the nominal and paid up capital 
respectively. It was the old company and was amalgamated with 
the new one which was registered оп the 24th September, 1890. 
The authorised subscribed and paid up capital of this newly formed 
Company stood at Rs. 28,00,000, “Rs. 28,00,000 and Rs. 28,00,000 
respectively. The head office of this Company was at 21, Strand 
Road, Calcutta. Messrs. Kettlewell Bullen & Со. became the first 
managing agent of this Company. D. King, D. Yule, H.M. 
Rustomjee and М. Rustomjee were the first share-holders and 
William John Mcgeagh Mccaw, Manackjee Rustomjee and David 
Cowie were the first directors of this Company. We have found 
Indian name in the Directors’ list. Manackjee Rustomjee was a 
Parsi gentleman. In 1898 the following Indian names appeared as 
share-holders. _Narayandas , Mitter, Magneeram Bhangar, Ram 
Pursad Soonee, Babulal Soonee, Nathumul Soonee, Surajmul 
Behany, Ismail Ariff, Ariff Esmailjee Bham, Sewpersad Poddar, 
Haboolal Bhur, Pakhiram Agarwala, Satya Priya Deb, Gour Mohan 
Dey, Sathkari Dey, Tincorry Dey, Baney Madhad Banerjee, Purresh 
Nath Bose, Pulin Behari Pyne, Bejoy Krishna Ghose, Keshablall 
Mullick, Luckey Narain Dhar, Sm. Basonta Kumari Debi, Bissendyal 
Poddar, Sewdutt Roy, Kassyram Kootary, Buddredas Moodra. 

The list of share-holders present by proxy at a General Meeting 
of the Fortgloster Jute Company reveals the fact that out of 27 
proxies 6 were Bangalis namely S.N. Ghose, F. Seal, С. Chakrabarty, 
N. Roy, R.C. Ghose and K.L. Mullick. "Three marwari names also 
appearedin the list. They were B. Лана, S. Daga, and М.О. Sarawgee. 
Besides the above names of H. Mammoji, N. Sonee, L. Sonee, 
Paladas Bansidhar, №. Dobay also find mention the 1151,97 

The old Budge-Budge Jute Mills Company Limited was registered 
on the 21st April, 1873 with Кз. 18,00,000 as nominal and 
Rs. 14,00,000 as paid up capital. Afterwards this old Company was 
amalgamated with a new Company which had its date of regist- 
ration on the 315 December, 1892. It started working with 
Rs. 27,00,000 as authorised Rs. 27,00,000 as subscribed and 
Rs. 27,00,000 as paid up capital. Messrs. Andrew Yule & Co. was the 
first managing agent of this Company. Among the share-holders we 
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find the names of Gosto Behari Dutta and Sew Dutt Roy. Sew Dutt 
Roy was a Marwari gentleman. Each of them had one share. But 
the major portion of the shares was under the control of A. Lyall, 
Robert Steel, С.В. Jourdain,D. Yule and Robert Allen. The head 
office of this Company was situated at 8, Clive Row, Calcutta.¢8 
Clive Mills Co. Ltd. was registered as а Limited Company on 
the First August, 1892, This Company had jute mills at 43, Garden 
Reach and the main office was situated at Chartered Bank Buildings, 
Calcutta. The paid up capital of this Company stood at 
Rs. 32,00,0000. Messrs. Gladstone, Wyllie and Company acted as the 
first managing agent of this Company. Among the first. subscribers 
we find two Bengali names—Gurudas Seal and Mohanlal Seal, each of 
them holding one share. They were benians and had their office at 
101, Clive Street. But, here also, the major portion of the shares had 
been purchased by J. Dickson, К. J. Nicolson, E. C. Bentlal etc.5? 
Delta Jute Mills Company was registered as a Limited Company 
on the 27th December, 1877. It had a paid up capital of 
Rs. 19,00,000. 8, Clive Row was the address of itshead office. Messrs. 
Andrew Yule & Co. served asthe first man. 
Steel, J.E.D. Ezra, Shirley Tremearne 
this Company. 


aging agent. Robert 
acted as the first directors of 
In the list of share-holders we have come across an 
Indian name Kisorilall Таба, a Marwari trader who had a small 
share in this Company. Ву 1904, Gour Churn Law became a share- 
holder of this Company. But the ‘foreigners held the major 
shares,79 

Soorah Jute Mill Company started its 
Rs. 17,00,000 ; as paid up capital and beca 
on the Ist August, 1892. 

20, Beadon Street was chosen to beits head office. 
Macleod, N. A. Macleod, J. M. Rodocan 
Bowrey, Luchminarain, Manohardas 
holders of this Company. Messrs, 
and Ramchander became the first directors of this Company and 
Messrs, | Buddreedos Rampersaud ( consisting of Hurrdyal 
Tunsookroy, Suntolal, Bashmul, Buddreedos and Durgadus and 
Soorutram ) served as the managing agents of this Company. It is 
interesting to note that some Indian names have been found їп the 


business with 
me a registered company 


Norman 
achi, C. J. Valetta, E.W. 
Konjlal became the first share- 
Hurdayal Suntolal, Chooneylal 
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list of directors and managing agents. Butthey all belonged to 
Marwari Community.” 1 1 

The dates of registration of Calcutta Hydraulic Press Company 
Limited and Camperdown Pressing Company Limited were the 10th 
April, 1873 and 25th July, 1882 respectively. Both these presses 
undertook the business of cotton and jute ginning, pressing and 
baling. The head office of the former was situated at 8, Clive Street 
and of the later at 10/2A, Clive Street, Calcutta. The former had 
Rs. 12,00,000 as authorised and Rs. 8,00,000 as subscribed and 
Rs. 8,00,000 as paid up capital and the later had Rs. 5,00,000, 
Rs. 4,30,000 and Rs. 4,30,000 as authorised, subscribed and paid up 
capital respectively. Messrs. Borradaile, Schiller & Co. served as 
the first agent and Secretaries. A.S. Abbott, Е. Schlapfer and С.М. 
Struthers became the first directors and Geo. М. Struthers (310 
shares), A.B. Struthers (50 shares), J. Watson (120 shares), Geo, 
W. Tilton (50 shares), С. Р. Abbot (250 shares), Hajee Noor 
Mohamed (25 shares), Gopal Chunder Mitter (10 shares) Behary Lal 
Pyne (10 shares)—became the first share-holders of Calcutta 
Hydraulic Press Company Limited. 

Messrs. M. Dowell, Methren & Co. became the managing agent 
of Camperdown Pressing Company of Cossipur. Addison Cox of 
Dundee (300 shares), Thomas Н. of Dundee (300 shares), Edward 
Cox of Dundee (20 shares), Geo. M. Cox of Dundee (20 shares) 
and Biswambhar Sikadar (300 shares)—were the first share-holders 
of this Company.72 

Both the Kanknarrah Co. Ltd. ( Jute ) and Kamarhatty Co. 
Ltd. had been started under the managing agency of Messrs. Jardine, 
Skinner & Со. and had their main office at 4, Clive Row, Calcutta, 
Both of them had Rs. 40,00,000, Rs. 40,00,000 and Rs. 40,00,000 as 
their authorised, subscribed and paid up capital. The dates of 
registration of Kamarhatty Co. Ltd. ( Jute ) and Kanknarrah Со. 
Ltd.( Jute ) were the 28th September, 1877 and 3lst December 1882 
respectively. 

Dwarkanath Dutta had one share in the Kamarhatty Со. Ltd, 
М.О. Bell-Irving, D. Jardine Paterson, C, Lawrie John Stone, Dr. 
Wm. Coulter, John Lawrence, R.E.S. Thomas, James Patterson, 
ЈК. Saklot—were the major share-holders of Kamarhatty Company. 
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Ramjidas Kissorilal, Hazareemul Lachminarain, Roormul Almul, 
Mangneeram Bangor, Baldeodass Jaggannath Ramjidas, Sew Prasad 
Poddar, Lal Chand, Ramcoomar Bangor, Bissendyal Gajanandas, 
Kanailal Soonie, Hemendranath Boral, Punamchand Kothari, 
Girindranath Roy, Gourchurn Law, Kanaram Laha, Pannalal 
Mukherjee, Satyananda Bose and Jankynath Bhattacharjee—became 
the share-holders of this Company by 1910. On the other hand 
J JJ. Keswick, Colin M. Smith, W.O. Bell-Irving, H.J. Abbott, D. 
Jardine Paterson, Thomas Leckie, C. Halfford became the share- 
holders of Kanknarrah Company. By 1915, Ghanesamdas Sarowgee, 
Dayalchand Sarowgee, Kanayalal Bridhichand and Surendra 
Madhab Mullick became the share-holders of this company.*? 

Howrah (Jute ) Mills Co. Ltd. became a registered company 
onthe 14th July, 1874 with Rs. 17,50,000 and Rs. 17,50,000 as 
nominal and paid up capital respectively. This was the old 
Company. But afterwards an amalgamation took place and а new 
company was started with Rs. 52,50,000 as paid up capital and the 
date of registration of this newly formed company was September 
18, 1890. 4, Clive Row, Calcutta was the address of its head office. 
Messrs. Ernsthausen Ltd, became the first managing agent and 
Arthur Preston Guy, Shorrock Shirley Tremearne and W. Withall 
first directors of this company. By 1913, Sarat Chandra Banerjee 
Bhikum Chund Bagree, Hemanta Kumar Basu, Mossa Arif Врат 
Baijnath became Һе share-holders of this company.7+ 

Alliance Jute Mills Co. became a registered company on the 21st 
September 1895 with Rs. 30,00,000 as paid up capital Begg, Dunlop 
& Co. served as the managing agent and Sir George Sutherland, С. 
W. Tosh, A.D Pickford, T.D. Wood, W.L. Thomas, R.E.S. Thomas, 
D. Cruickshank, H.C. Begg, А. N. Sassoon, A. B. Shakespear, J. R- 
Saklet were the share-holders of this company. Panchanan 
Mukherjee became a share-holder by 1916. The address of the 
head office was 2, Hare Street, Calcutta.7* 

Now let us turn our attention to the paper mills, insurance 
companies, steamer companies, flour mills and light railways. At 
the first instance Messrs. Reinhold & Co. was appointed managing 
agent of Titaghur Paper Mills Go. which was registered on the 28th 
July 1882. But Reinhold & Со. had resigned оп 1886 and the 


INDIAN ECONOMIC ENTERPRISE 175 


management of the company was entrusted to a Board of Directors 
with a Board of Control. АП of them were foreigners. Among 
the share-holders the names of В.Р. Heilgers, L.P.D. Broughton 
R.L. Upton, K.Euler W.R. Walker, M. Anderson, Francis Beer 
P.W. Mun, C.M. Rustomjee and Debendranath Sen deserve special 
mention. This company had Rs. 65,89,000 as paid up capital. 
Chartered Bank Buildings was the address of its main office. Messrs. 
F.W. Heilgers & Co. became the managing agent ofthis company 
afterwards." 6 

Bengal Paper Mills Со. Ltd. of Raniganj became a registered 
company on the 28th January, 1890. y 103, Clive Street was the 
address ofits main office. The paid up capital was Rs. 18,00,000. 
Messrs. Balmer. Lawrie & Со. Ltd. became the first managing 
agent ofthis company. P. Hainworth, R.S. Aikman, J.B. White, 
J. Nisbet, Col. А. LeMessurier, С.С. Madden, T.W.H. Hughes, 
R.Lowis, B. Channer, W.F. Hooper, R. Harvey, W.H. Norman and 
D. King were the first share-holders of this company. Ву :1903 
Sewdutt Roy, D.N. Pandey, Ariff Esmailjee Bham, Syed Jabar 
Hossain Moulvi, Azizur Rahaman, Prosad Das Mullick, Gopal 
Chandra Pyne, and S.N. Ghosh became the share-holders of this 
company." 

The registration of the Triton Insurance Company Limited was 
effected on the 5th September, 1887. The paid up capital of this 
company was Rs. 5,75,000. 4, Clive Row was the address of its 
head office, Messrs. Jardine Skinner & Co. was the first managing 
agent of this company. Messrs. R.H.A.Gressoi, R.M. Cohen, J. C. 
Shorrock, Norman Macleod, Sir Allan Arthur became the directors of 
this company. But, after the amalgamation of this company with 
the Eastern Fire Insurance Company Limited in 1905 Messrs. R.D. 
Mehta and C.E. Guzdar also became two directors of this company. 
A. Willing, W.O. Bell-Irving, Chas. L. Johnstone, R. A. Lyall, E.S. 
Gubbay, J.E.D. Ezra and Н.М. Rustomjee—were the first share- 
holders of this company. They all had their offices at Clive Row 
and Ezra Street." 

4, Fairlie Place was the address of the head office of the Calcutta 
Steam Navigation Company Limited which got itself registered on 
the 8th November, 1882. The paid up capital of this company was 
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fixed at Rs. 8,40,000. Messrs. Hoare, Miller & Company became 
the first managing agent of this company. В. Miller, W. Palmer, 
I. Skinar, G.I. Scott, D. Landale, I. King, John F. Macnair and 
T. Payn became the first share-holders of this company. Bya 
resolution passed on the 15th October, 1884, the capital of the 
company was increased to another Rs.7,00,000 by the creation of one 
thousand new shares of Rupees one hundred cach and the Committee 
observed : “the said one thousand new shares shall be issued in 
favour of Baboo Mohes Chandar Chowdhury or his nominee or 
nominees."'7 9 

Messrs. Balmer Lawrie & Co. became the first managing agent 
of Bengal Floür Mills Co. Ltd., which was registered on the 22nd 
November, 1894. 103, Clive Street was the sead of its head-office. 
The paid up capital of this company was Rs. 7,20,000. Messrs. 
Chas. R. Hills, James Nicholson Stuart and Joy Gobind Law became 
the first directors of this company. Joy Gobind Law had one share 
in this company. Here we have found one Bengali name in the list 
of directors. ° 

Howrah-Amta Light Railway Company Limited became a 
registered company on the 2nd May, 1895. The paid up capital of 
this company was Rs. 16,00,000. Messrs. Martin Burn & Co. was 
the first managing agent of this company and 12, Mission Row was 
the head office of this company. Ап agreement was made between 
Thomas Acquin Martin, Charles Woolard Walsh, Harold Patrick 
Martin and Rajendranath Mookherjee (they all were the members 
of Martin & Co.) and successors to Messrs. Walsh, Lovett & 
Company and the company for the construction of the Light 
Railway.  Manindranath Bhattacherjee, C. W. Walsh, В. № 
Mookherjee, Bhootnath Mookherjee, Matilal Ash, C. Т. Geddes, 
Gilbert 5. Henderson were the first subscribers of this comyany-?! 

The Bengali's were also successful in launching Pioneer glass 
Manufacturing Company; but their infiltration into the industrial 
sphere on the whole, remained very small. This company WAS 
registered оп the 22nd February 1890 with a nominal capital of 
Rs. 3,000,00. The. consular-general for Sweden and Norway Voigt 
was its managing agent.82 

An analysis of the share market report. showed that there 
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were at least thirty-one Managing Agents in Calcutta during 
1875 who were responsible for the management of ninety 
Companies out of a total of 128. An analysis of the Board of 
Directors of seventy-seven Companies showed that 148 people 
held the 241 Directorships available on these boards or roughly 
there were three Directors on the board of a company. Assistants in 
the Managing Agency firms also acted as directors in some casts. 
Mr. R.S. Rungta has asserted the fact that there were five or six 
Indian Directors, namely Peary Charan Mitra, who was а Director 
in the Great Eastern Hotel, the Bengal Tea Company, and the 
Durrung Теа Company ; Manockjee Rustomjee, the promoter of 
the ill-fated Rustomjee Twine and Canvas Company who was a 
Director in the Howrah Docking Company and the Triton Marine 
Insurance Company which was the only insurance Company 
promoted by Indians in Calcutta and Fort Gloster Jute Manu- 
facturing Company and the remaining three, Baikunthanath Sen, 
G. G. Pal and H. Seal held only one Directorship each. But 
he has omitted other names such as, Hurdayal, Santalal, Chunilal, 
Ramchandra, who also became the first Directors of Soorah Jute Co. 
Besides, Dhunjeebhoy Byramji Mehta, Hadjeevia Duna Jonas, Noor 
Md. Haji Zakaria, Pestonji Edulji Guzdar, Ram Gopal, Rustomjee 
Sorabji Woomwalla—were the Directors of Empress of Indian 
Cotton Mills Limited. Joy Gobinda Law was one of the 
Directors of Bengal Flour Mills Company Limited. There were also 
some Directors in India who held seats on the London Board of some 
Companies viz.: Seth A. Apcar of Calcutta was on the London 
Board of the National Bank of India Limited, Port Canning Land 
Investment, Reclamation and Dock Company Limited was started 
with a Capital of Rs. 12,000,000 in 6,000 shares of Rs. 2,000 each. 
Its prospectus appeared on 23rd January, 1865, in the English Man 
and its promoters included some of the best-bknown names in 
Calcutta and Bombay. In fact, many shares were subscribed by the 


people under the influence of Premchand Raychand who cherished 


a great interest in the scheme. 8. 

Now let us examine the part played by the Calcutta Share 
marketin financing the Joint Stock enterprises in Bengal. It must be 
admitted, at the very outset, that for the successful financing of the 
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myriadas of industries which have come into being in this country 
since the industrial transition of the 1850's and which account for 
the production of a large share of the National Income, the Stock 
Exchange has rendered an incalculableservice; but the role that the 
Stock Exchange plays in providing finance for industries is not well 
understood in this country as it should have been. In order to 
appreciate its role, we must understand the nature of Industrial 
finance. Industries require two distinct types of finance i.e. long 
term finance and short term finance, Long term finance is required 
for the acquisition of the fixed assets of business like land, building, 
plant, machinery, fixtures, furniture, etc. Short term finance is 
utilised for the purchase of raw materials and stores, carrying over 
of inventory stocks, grant of credit to customers, making of advances 
to suppliers, payment of wages, salaries and taxes and financing of 
other day to day needs, Thus we find that the money invested on 
the fixed assets of a business remains locked up for a long time and 
money required for the other kind of purposes mentioned above is 
required for a short period of time. This constitutes more or less 
the circulating capital of business. In as much as the circulating 
assets of a business аге always in astate of cyclic liquidation or 
conversion, it becomes possible for a concern to meet much of its 
operating expenses out ofits revenues. But there are at the same 
time intermediate situations in the Cycle ( representing four distinct 
phases e.g. buying, producing, selling on credit and collecting ) 
in which raw-materials have not been used or are in the process 
of manufacture or finished goods have not been sold or dues 
have not been collected ; and these required to be financed. The 
finance required for this purpose represents the working capital. 
The needs for working capital of a business are made partly from 
the inner resources and partly from other resources represented by 
loans from Managing Agents and other parties, advances and over- 
drafts from Banks, discounting of bills, and trade creditors. The 
needs for long term finance of a business, on the other hand, are met 
from the share capital and sometimes, where the business has made 
Some progress, from the Debenture Capital as well. The long term 
finance of industries is thus Secured by issue of Stocks, Shares and 
Debentures. In Western Countries there are special institutions 
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and agencies to help the industries in the marketing of their 
securities e.g. issue houses in the U. К. and investment bank in the 
U.S. These institutions and Agencies in their totality constitute 
the bed rock of a well developed capital market to readily assess the 
demand for long term capital funds and take immediate steps 
for meeting the same. The basis of their operation is underwriting. 
In India however, there was neither well developed capital 
market, nor institutions, agencies or individuals for underwriting 
the shares and securities of industrial concerns. It is a fact that on 
several occasions the Stock brokers and otherindividuals have under- 
written the Stock and shares of industrial concern in this country, 
but such activities are generally of a sporadic nature and are 
confined only to the periods of booms on the Stock market. But as 
booms are rare in Stock market, these activities of Stock brokers 
are of no value. It was the Stock Exchange which had to shoulder 
the heavy responsibility of marketing the securities of industrial 
concerns. This is how it happened. It is to be noted that in the 
absence of promoter and issue houses in India, the Managing 
Agent filled up the gap. It is they who had to procure men, money 
and material for a running concern. But their activities were not 
confined to a single industry. They established industries after 
industries, and the process called for a huge amount of money. On 
the other hand their financial resources were limited. So after 
establishing an industry financing the same by themselves taking up 
the securities, they needed liquidation of the same to have fresh 
finance for starting a new industry. It had been said earlier that 
there were at least 31 Managing Agents in Calcutta during 1875, 
who had to run ninety companies. In the Stock Exchange these 
Managing Agents found a ready mechanism for the shifting of the 
securities from their own hands to those of the investing public. As 
Calcutta was the capital of India up to 1911, most of the Managing 
Agency houses were concentrated here. In the assessment of the 
role of the Managing Agents in developing industries in this 
country, the service of the Stock Exchange has not been properly 
estimated.®5 

So we find that the Stock Exchange is a place where the Stocks 
and shares are bought and sold, Mr, С, S. Rangaswami, Jr. Editor 
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of Indian Finance observes, “If the Stock Exchange can be said to 
be a barometer that registers changes in the investment weather of 
a country, it is important to realise that this gauge is as sensitive as 
quicksilver in its response to the manifold influences that have a 
bearing upon the prospect before the Joint Stock Companies. 
Though the influences are known to be many, it has happened of 
late that the stormy weather which has for sometime the afflicted 
Stock exchange has usually been ascribed to one main reason, fiscal 
policy.” In short it can be asserted that the tax measures adopted 
by the Government have a direct impact upon exchange 
quotations.85 

Stock broking in Calcutta dates back to the end of the 18th 
century when transactions in the securities of the East India 
Company used to take place inthe City. Business in corporate 
securities had also come to be done from the year 1830. In the 
Englishman of 1836 there appeared quotations not only of the 4 
per cent, 5per cent, and 6 per cent loan of the East India Company 
but also of the shares of the Bank of Bengal which were quoted ata 
price of Rs. 5000 premium buyers and Rs. 5,700 premium sellers. 
In 1839 quotations were also to be found in the papers of the shares 
of the Union Bank, the Agra Bank, and certain other commercial 
undertakings like the Bengal Bounded Warchouse, the Docking 
Company, and the Steam Tug Co. 

But the investment in stocks and shares became very popular 
after the advent of the Companies Act in 1850 and subsequent 
introduction of the principle of “Limited Liability”. By the boom 
year of 1864 Calcutta had come to do business in the securities of 
more than ninety companies. Quotations of 91 Joint Stock 
Companies (the largest in number being the Tea Companies—38 in 
number) appeared in the “Daily Money Market Report” of January 
2, 1864, which was issued by the Roussac Company. Coal was 
represented by five Companies including Bengal, Beerbhom, East 


Indian and Equitable. The names of various miscellaneous 


Companies including the Steam Tug Companies also appeared 
therein. Although Jute Millshad already been established on the 
banks of the Hooghly, transactions in Jute Shares did not appear to 
have become popular until the 70's when there wasa veritable 
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boom in Jute shares. It was followed by the boom in tea shares of 
the 80's and the 9075.87 

Although the number of shares in the money market continued 
to be multiplied during the last three decades of the nineteenth 
century, business in stocks and shares however was conducted in an 
unorganised way. Lack of any element of cohesion among the 
Stock brokers, absence of any code of rules for the guidance of the 
Brokers inhibited the growth ofthe Calcutta Share Market to some 
extent. But it is interesting to note that the share market was 
dominated by the Indian traders, specially Bengali traders with a 
sprinkling of Europeans among them. Indian brokers at that time 
numbered some fifty while the Europeans were as few as four or 
five. 

The venue of activity of the Stock brokers at that time was 
under the shade of a “Neem” tree оп the site where now stand the 
büildings of the Chartered Bank of India. The offices of the 
prominent stock brokers of the time were situated in the nearby 
locality. The sellers and buyers of stocks and shares used to 
muster strong under the “Neem Tree" and conducted their 
business. The leading scrip of the time was the four per cent 
Government papers (converted into 34 per cent in 1901), while the 
chief industrial counters were the Jute, Tea and Coal. Among 
miscellaneous shares India Generals were one of the most favourite 
stocks, and transactions in them were then as popular as that in 
Indian Irons to-day. Business was done on cash basis, and unhappy 
incidents were few and far between.®® 

But the incipient years of the Calcutta Stock Exchange were 
however packed with difficulties. The coal boom which added 
lustrous glow to Calcutta’s Stock trading between 1904 and 1908 
petered out in 1909. How the prices of coal shares went up to 
dizzy heights between 1904 and 1908 will be clear from the rates of 
some of the selected coal shares at the peak of the coal boom in 
1908 as compared with those for 1902: 


—————— 


Scrips 1902 1908 
Вер ААА 

Rs. Rs. 

Adjai ES 139 T 291 


Bengal Nagpur 5 22 28 1033 
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Scrips 1902 1908 
Re. Rs. 

Borrea 7 115 X 290 
Burrakur eus 85 To 540 
Gopalichuck oe 6 — 21} 
Katras Jherriah ase 373 Cr 112 
New Beerbhom aco 167 E 613% 
Ondal 225 80 d8 33: 
Raneegunge cen тте S 43} 
Reliance coal E 160 aX 50x 
Seebpore ri 14 Vie 33 


Rs. 100 paid up in 1902, and Rs. 10 paid up in 1908, 

In 1905 the Chartered Bank of India had started building. This 
inspired the brokers to shift {һе venue of their activity to the 
neighbourhood of the present Allahabad Bank. Upper Central 
room of9, New China Bazar Street (in the rear of the present 
Allahabad Bank) along with the out houses and the compound was 
hired on a monthly rent of Rs. 60 for the purpose of using that as a 
“meeting place” by some prominent brokers of that time. They 
agreed to pay through Babu Prosad Das Boral, their Hony. 
Treasurer to Messrs. Prosad Das Boral & Bros., the monthly sum 
of Rs. Sixty only from the Ist December, 1906. It is interesting to 
note here that out of thirty four signatories of the said agreement 
seventeen were Bengalees namely, Prosad Das Boral & Bros., D. №. 
Sen & Sons, Mohendra Nath Roy & Sons, P. D. Burral, Sham Lall 
Laha, S. B. Dey, N. L. Roy, B. Mitra, Mohendra Nath Dutt, G. D. 
Mullick, Brojendra Lall Dey, Kristo Lall Dhur, M. L. Seal, Toolsey 
Dass Roy & Bros., Priya Nath Bose, Charu Chandra Mitter, Lolith 
Mohan Dutta ; one Punjabi, namely, Narsing Bros. ; nine Marwari 
brokers (Deepchand, Babulal Gangaprosad Soonee, Mugneeram 
Bangur, Sewnarain Maheswari, Radha Chandra Kabra, Mohanlal 
Prabhashankar, Buldeodass Basantlall, Hazarimull Juggonpurshad, 
Moolji Premji) and seven foreign traders, namely, Place Siddons & 
Gough; Windram & Co.; W.R.Collins; А.О. Cohen; D.A. Gubbay; 
Anderson & Sons and A. Siddons. So the above list proves the fact 
that the Bengali traders were still a dominating factor in the Cal- 
cutta share-market in 1905. But it will be evident from the list of 
the founder members of the modern Calcutta Stock Exchange that 


INDIAN ECONOMIO ENTERPRISE 183 


by 1908 they were outbidden by their Marwari counterparts. Out 

of 27 founder members thirteen were Marwaris (e.g. Buldeodass 
Basantlal, Chunder Coomar Balaki Das, Bissendayal Gajanand, 
Damodar Choubey, Sewduttroy Premsook & Co., Luchminarayan 
Sonee, Mungneeram Bangur & Co. Babulal Gungaprosad Sonee, Ram 
Kissendas Soorajmull, Balmukand Ram Kissen, Sew Prosad Poddar, 
Sree Kissen Mackar) ; seven were Bengali traders, namely, Prosad 
Das Boral & Вгоз., М. C. Majumder, Hemendra Nath Bural, S.Seal & 

Co., Makhanlal Roy, Sham Lal Laha and Mohendra Nath Roy & 

Son and seven Western traders (e.g. J. R. Saklat, Place Siddons & 

Gough G. Ward & Co. ; Bullen& Co., Cohen & Co. ; Berthoud & Co., 

Windram & Co.) Actually speaking, the Bengali traders played a 

very significant role in the share-market up to 1885. They were 

quite active and were interested in the development of Joint-Stock 

companies. But after that they had been reduced to nothing but 

“dividend earners”. They were mainly interested in dividends and 

their Marwari counterparts gradually extended their grip over the 

field.89 

Now let us go back to the story of formation of the modern Stock 

Exchange Association in Calcutta. The coal boom had attracted 

a good number of new comers to the market. Lured by the constant 

rise in the prices of coal shares many persons bought coal shares 

to make their fortunes. Others, wiser in their generation, became 
brokers to secure some competence either way. But in many 
cases the new comers were totally ignorant of the usages and 
customs of share dealings. Consequently, these strangers posed to be 
agreat problem and a source of danger to their old experienced 
counterparts and to the public. Therefore, the need of some form 
of organisations was badly felt for mutual protection and security of 
the brokers. Meanwhile the indignity of trading in public was 
brought into prominence by a street incident in May 1908. It was at 
this stage, mainly through the endeavours of Buldeodass Duduwala 
and Mr. Overend of Place Siddons & Gough, an Association 
was founded in 1908 under the name of “The Calcutta Stock 
Exchange Association”. But the Assoiation found out a home for 
its members very soon at No. 2, New China Bazar Street (letter known 
as Royal Exchange Place after the construction of the Royal 
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Exchange Building in 1913). Mr. J. С. Galstoun erected this new 
building in 1908 and Мг. Baldeodass seized this opportunity and 
tooklease of the ground floor and the mezzanine floor of the 
building for 20 years in his own name on a monthly rent of rupees 
1080 plus half share of the municipal rates and taxes. It was here 
that the Association was formally opened on June 15, 1908. The 
ground floor of the building served as a trading hall, while the rooms 
on the mezzanine floor were let out to the members for their offices.9? 

The founder members numbered some 150 and the donation of 
Rs.3525 was raised for meeting the preliminary expenses and the 
cost of installation of electric lights, fans and furnitures. Those 27 
members mentioned before hand made financial contribution of a 
substantial size towards meeting the preliminary expenses and cost 
of equipments of the Association at the time of its foundation in 
1908. From June to August 1908 members were enrolled free, but 
after that an admission fee of Rs. 50 was charged from every firm 
applying for enrolment as a member of the Association. Shares of 
no less than 285 companies used to be traded on the exchange at the 
time of its foundation. Among these 16 were railways, 16 banks, 
29 jute mills, 88 coal companies, 13 miscellaneous companies, 107 
tea companies, 3 minings, 2 engineering, 2 papers, 2 real estates, 
5 shipping, 3 sugars and 5 flours. 

The first committee of the Association comprised 9 members— 
five Europeans and four Indians. Mr. F.L.B. Siddons, and Mr. Guy 
Shorrock of the firm of Place Siddons & Gough were elected 
President and Honorary Secretary respectively. Mr. Baldeodass 
occupied the chair of Honorary Treasurer. Other names were Mr. 
T. В.С. Overend (Offg. President) Mr. G. Ward, Mr. D. A. Gubbay, 
Sewdutt Roy Ramprosad Sonee and Mr. Shamlal Laha. This 
Association was registered as a Limited Liability Company with an 
authorised capital of Rs. 3,00,000 made up of 300 shares of Rs. 100 
each on June 7, 1923. After registration rosier days began for the 
Calcutta Stock Exchange Association and the modern imposing 
building at 7, Lyons Range was built in 1928 and was opened by the 
then Governor of Bengal, Sir Stanley Jackson.91 

Mr. Shamlal Laha was one of the founder members of the 
Association. The firm of M/s. Shamlal Laha & Со. was established 
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in 1884. This firm had shares in Bengal Coal Co., Budge Budge 
Jute Mills, Midnapore Zamindari. Маа! Laha, Gosto Dutta, 
Mohendra Nath Roy were also famous share brokers during the 
latter half of the nineteenth century. Созю Dutta held shares in 
Bengal Coal, Budge Budge Jute, Midnapore Zamindari. Mahendra 
Roy was the possessor of certain shares in Bengal Coal, Burrakar 
etc. Sarbatosh Sen, a relative of Baikunta Nath Sen was also 
a very prominent figure in the Calcutta Share Market. Hemendra 
Nath Boral, Girindra Nath Roy, Gour Charan Law, D. Dutta 
also were the share-holders of Kamarhatty Jute Co. N. Roy was 
the owner of a share ini Fort Gloster Jute Mills.9? 

M. L. Seal, a prominent Stock Broker, was one of the first 
subscribers of the Clive Jute Mills Company Ltd. G. C. Law was a 
share-holder of Delta Jute Mills Ltd. D. N. Sen was the share- 
holder of Titaghur Paper Mills Co. Ltd.?? Baidyanath Dutta also 
dealt in Stock and shares. His office was situated at 2 Royal 
Exchange Place.?* 

Although Shri Nandalal Roy had been in the share-market’as a 
broker since 1895 his firm under the style of “N. L. Roy & Co.” 
could not be established before 1905. Shri N. L. Roy along with 4 
other partners started this concern. Other partners were H. C. 
Chatterjee, В. ЇЧ. Sen, К. К. Roy. This firm was a general dealer 
in shares but afterwards became the shareholders of Kinnison 
Jute Mills, Kamarhatty Jute Mills Co. Ltd. Auckland, Indian 
Copper, Indian Iron. After his death, his sons i.e. Bankim Chandra 
Roy and К. С. Roy continued to run the organisation together 
with H. С. Chatterjee, R. М. Sen and, В.К. Roy. In the year 1969 
after the sudden demise of B.C. Roy who was also a Vice-President 
of the Calcutta Stock Exchange, the entire responsibility of manage- 
ment of the firm devolved upon К.С. Roy. He took on B. К Roy 
and S. K. Roy—two sons of late B. C. Roy and Shri K. C. Dutta— 
son of late Jugol Kishore Dutta, for the better running of the 
organisation. 

The firm of Goralal Seal was started in 1890. Shri Goralal Seal 
was a very prominent figure in the share market and was one of the 
founder member of the Stock Exchange Association in 1908. But this 
firm flourished much after 1914. Netai Chand Seal, Krishna Mohan 
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Seal and Gour Mohan Seal are the present partners of this firm. 
This firm had an account in the Bank of Bengal.96 

A firm under the style of Prosad Das Boral & Bros. was started 
by Shri Kartick Chandra Boral in 1878. He was a stock broker 
and a bullion merchant. Their innovation “Boral-Bar” was a famous 
name to be reckoned with, the price of which was Rs. 12 per gram 
in 1880. It still commands high prestige in the bullion market. 
After his death the responsibility of management devolved upon his 
five sons e.g. Prosad Das, Sakshi Gopal, Netai Chand, Hiralall and 
Santosh Boral. The firm under reference flourished much during 
this period. Prosad Das was a member of the Bengal National 
Chamber of Commerce. Prosad Das was the father of two daughters 
only, and as such he along with his two brothers Hiralal and 
Santosh retired from business leaving the management of the firm 
to the entire responsibility of his other two brothers, e.g. Sakshigopal 
and Netaichand. 

The present partners are the descendents of the above two 
persons. It has already been said that this firm since its inception 
has been dealing in bullion, stocks and shares, Govt. securities and 
Promisory Notes etc. It was also a contractor of the Govt. loans, 
and also undertook *Order Business" in shares, and became the 
share-holder of Bengal Bonded Warchouse, Howrah Jute Mills and 
some Rice Mills.?7 

So we find that the Share Market was dominated by the Bengali 
traders up to 1885. They became very much prominent and took 
part in active speculations and acquired shares inseveral joint-stock 
companies. But after 1892 when the Marwari traders took lease 
of the holdings on both sides of Harrison Road from Bengalis and 
became settled in Burrabazar, the picture began to change. These 
Marwaris gradually dominated the share-market. 
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СНАРТЕК У[ 
CONCLUDING REMARKS 


The nineteenth century witnessed the growth of Calcutta from a 
rural district into a commercial city. The process of development 
gained momentum after 1860. Specially the years between 1870- 
1900 showed remarkable progress. The population of the town of 
Calcutta in 1901 was estimated at 8,47,796.2 A comparison with 
the previous figures will undoubtedly reveal the fact that Calcutta, 
with the flow of immigrants, was gradually becoming а cosmopolitan 
city. The population of Calcutta in 1710 stood at 10,000 or 12,000 
persons and in 1831 at 1,87,081. By 1837 this figure rose to 2,29,714 
and the census taken in 1850 showed the total population of the 
city at 4,15,063 persons. By 1881 this figure stood at 4,33,219 
excluding suburbs. The number of almost all the nationalities viz., 
English, Eurasians, Armenians, Chinese, Hindoos, Mahamedans, 
Jews, Moguls, Parsees, Arabs, Mughs, Madrasees, Portuguese, 
French Native Christians andlow castes—showed a tendency towards 
gradual increase. It was all due to the fact that the growth of 
factory and industries around Calcutta with the head-quarters in 
Clive Street, Calcutta had been attracting immigrants from different 
parts of India and the world during the second half of the nine- 
teenth century. During the first half of the century, as a result of 
the passing of the Charter Actin 1833 and abolition of customs 
duties in 1837, following Trevelyan's famous report, private trade in 
opium, jute, cotton piece-goods, indigo considerably increased and 
a good number of British firms came into existence in Calcutta. 
Clive Street was the centre of business activities. Almost all the 
mercantile firms had their office at Clive Street. Some of these 
firms undertook commission agency, export-import business while 
many had interest in banking and insurance business. Naturally, a 
considerable number of immigrants worked in these offices, As 
regards the occupation of these immigrants, it can safely be said 
that these persons were petty clerks, artisans, labourers, vendors, 
petty shop-keepers, traders and menials, agents. Calcutta had 


1. J, В. Blackwood, Census of India, 1901 (Volume VII), Part III, p. 6. 
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become a commercial town but not an industrial town like 
Ahmedabad or Jamshedpur. 

The hinterland of Calcutta began to expand with the develop- 
mentofrailways, roads and bridges which figure prominently in 
this study. Apart from railways, district and village roads, metalled 
and unmetalled, contributed to the expansion of the hinterland. 
The total number of miles of railway-lines open for traffic was 38 
in 1854; it rose to 1618 miles in 1871. By 1891 Assam-Behar 
section to the Cossi River on the Eastern-Bengal Railway was 


completed. The railway led to the establishment of railway towns. 
"Trade marts grew around railway stations. Calcutta was brought 
into contact with rural areas, The construction of roads and 


bridges was undertaken by the Government. Road-building was 
however slow ; rural roads were hardly passable during most of the 
months in the year. By 1903, Hooghly had 117 miles of roads, of 
which 35 miles were metalled and 441 miles were village tracks. 
Including 993 miles of village-roads, 24-Parganas had 241 miles of 
metalled and 1,344 miles of unmetalled roads maintained by the 
District Board. Up to 1867 only two of the roads in Calcutta were 
metalled with stone ; but in 1905 there were 300,43 miles of road, of 
which 117 miles were metalled. Total length of Provincial 
roads, which was 1,663 miles in 1890-91, increased to 2,406 
in 1903-4. During the same period the length of district 
roads increased from 32,110 to 50,631 miles; the last figure 
includes a great many village roads. Public expenditure оп 
roads increased over the years. The maintenance of Provincial 
roads cost 6°27 lakhs in 1890-91 and, 12:29 lakhs in 1900- 
1901. The corresponding figures for district roads were 22:09 and 
22-81 lakhs respectively.?. 

From 1855 the work of constructing bridges on the rivers on the 
Grand Trunk Road began. The Howrah Bridge over the river 


Hooghly was opened in 1874 and it began to serve as a link between 


Howrah and Calcutta. Despite the Progress in the transport system, 


a considerable trade was still carried on by boats and carts towards 
the close of the century. The reasons are not farto seek. These 


2. Imperial Gazetteer of India, Provincial Serie: Volume 
" 
: ries, Volume 1, 1909, pp. 92, 
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small boats and carts could be hired ata cheap rate. During the 
rainy season. and winter months, only small saltis and canoes could 
ply over flooded fields and creeks; thus goods were brought from 
the interior to the nearest mart at a low cost. 

The period of real development of the Calcutta Port began when 
the Calcutta Port Trust came into existence in 1870. The Trust 
had only four jetties and one wharf when it was formed. But the 
total value of the property held by the Port Trust at the close of the 
year 1880 was Вз.1,27,36,752. The construction of the Kidderpore 
Docks began in 1884. It was declared open in 1892. By 1900 the 
Port of Calcutta bacame the proud possessor of eight jetties. The 
construction of dock No. 2 was completed by 1902 and a total 
number of twenty seven berths came into existence. In 1870 there 
were only six screw-pile jetties, 6 cranes and 4 sheds for the 
accommodation of the sea-going vessels whereas by 1903, there were 
six unloading berths for sea-going vessels at the jetties with a 
frontage of 2,982 feet, and all the loading was done sepatately at 
the Kidderpore Docks. The petroleum wharf at Budge-Budge was 
established in 1886 and the Tea warehouse in 1887.3 Calcutta 
Port served the jute, tea and coal industries and wheat and seeds 
traffic of Bihar and United Provinces. With the development of the 
Port there was an expansion of the hinterland of Calcutta. From а 
defined hinterland consisting of Hooghly, Howrah, 24-Parganas and 

mall parts of Eastern Bengal in 1860, the hinterland of Calcutta 
comprised Bengal, Bihar, Assam, Orissa, United Provinces by 1900. 
Calcutta was connected with the tea districts of Assam, jute 
districts of East Bengal and coal districts of Bihar. It was through 
the Calcutta Port that the traders of this vast hinterland sent their 
goods to over-seas countries. 

The development of transport brought the rural areas into direct 
contact of Calcutta and, in the wake of urbanization, along with 
mills, factories, administrative offices, hastened the formation of 
some trade-centres which were dependent wholly on the Calcutta 
market. So these trade-centres may be regarded as the satellite 
towns of Calcutta. Serampore in the Hooghly district, Howrah 
proper, Uluberia and Bally in Howrah district, Budge-Budge, 


3. Imperiel Gazetter of India, Vol 1, p, 406. 
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Ultadanga, Baranagar, Cossipore in the 24-Parganas district were 
such towns. The production of these satellite towns was controlled 
by the Calcutta based firms and not by local firms. The production 
was meant for the Calcutta market from where it was exported to 
Overseas countries. Production of these towns was controlled 
according to the demands of the whole-sale traders in Calcutta; it 
was not related to the needs of the local population. These Cal- 
cutta-based firms were mostly owned by the foreigners апа they. 
remitted the profit directly to London. The mills and factories in 
these towns attracted mill-hands from different parts of the country 
who sent a portion of their earnings to their relatives living outside 
Bengal. Some Calcutta people had their garden-houses in these 
satellite towns. The pace of urbanization was very slow in these 
towns which remained commercial centres and did not evolve into 
industrial towns. 

Along with the Calcutta traders, a class of petty traders also 
operated ‘in these satellite towns, They were paikars, beparis, 
fariahs, dalals, petty shop-keepers, aratdars, Mahajuns, Jachanders 
and Khalgastis. These petty traders had virtual control over jute 
and rice trade. They appropriated middle men’s profits to the 
detriment of the interest of the actual producers. The *Dadni" 
system was gradually becoming a feature, Written contracts bore 
different names under different circumstances, viz. Shatta Patta, 
Golajat or Mola. The petty traders used to travel from door to door 
with money and purchased jute either directly from the cultivators 
or from the nearest market, They either disposed of on their 
Own account or made over to the mahajuns from whom they might 
have received advances, Sometimes the advancing party, commonly 
called mahajun, made advances on the express understanding that 
he was to be repaid in jute to be delivered at the market rate of the 
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jute cultivation; the area under jute was 850,000 acres in 1874.4 
Besides jute these petty traders also undertook trade in rice, fish, 
vegetables, bricks, pottery, molasses. 

The village marts or hats played a vital rolein the development 
of trade and commerce of these satellite towns. According to Mr. 
E. W. Molony, Commissioner of the Rajshahee Division, the system 
of hats or markets held twice a week, was generally adopted. 
Traders’ agents or dalals collected goods from these hats for despatch 
to the nearest depots i.e., these growing towns; pack-bullocks 
were largely employed in carrying produce to and from the 
numerous hats.5 

Ramkristapur, Uluberia, Sulkea, Amta, Bally, Dumjor, Mahiari, 
Andul, Santragachi, Bagri in the Howrah district and Bhuddressur, 
Chandernagore, Mundalghat, Nowdah,  Boidyabati, Hooghly, 
Serampore, Tribeni, Boinchee, Pandooah in the Hooghly district 
and Raja's hat, Culpee, Mugrah. Sorserhat, Bakhra, Bageerhat, 
Mandi Kiatola, Nyenen, Joynuggur, Khanjai, Baraset, Taki, 
Taligunge, Chitpore, Chetla, Dhosa, Behala, Pertubnuggur, Basirhat, 
Dum Dum, Naihati, Sookchur, Chandoora, Baduria, Kolaroha, 
Gobardanga, Bagerkhal, Goreah, Jowdunga in the 24-Parganas 
district were the chief exporting marts which attracted an army of 
dalals and paikars. 

During the period 1833-1900 Burrabazar underwent great 
transformation. It is common knowledge that once Burrabazar was 
the abode of the Bengali traders and merchants. Actually the 
ancestors of Seths and Basaks became the first residents of Sutalooty, 
a portion of Burrabazar. Even during the eighteenth century and 
early nineteenth century money-market was dominated by Bengali 
traders. They were represented by Basaks, Pauls, Seths, 
Coondoos, Seals, Tagores, Ghoses, Mitras, Duttas, These Bengali 
traders had been loosing ground since the beginning of the nineteenth 
century and the process was completed by 1890. Some stalwarts like 
Dwarkanath Tagore, Motilal Seal, Pitambar Mookherjee, Joygopal 
Mullik, Ramkinoo Sircar, Joynarain Santra, Kally Commar 


4. С. W. E. Cotton, Handbook of Commercial Information for India, p. 41. 
5. See Chapter III. " 
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Coondoo, Tarack Pramanik, Radha Mohan Pramanik, Rakhaldas 
Pramanik, Radhamadhab Banerjee, Asutosh Dey spared no pains 
to rejuvinate the condition of the Bengal merchants. Some Indo- 
British ventures had been started by them. Carr, Tagore & Co., 
Oswald Seal & Co., Kelsall & Ghose appeared, at the first instance 
to be successful ventures. But these firms collapsed. With the 
failure of the Union Bank in 1848, which came asa great shock to 
the Bengali traders, a feeling of distrust towards the 
Europeans found place among the Bengali merchants. Apart from 
the failure of the Union Bank, joint-family system, the predominant 
feeling of security offered by hereditary occupations, lavish 
‘expenditure on ceremonial occasions, and concentration on landed 
property—all these factors inhibited the spirit of enterprise among 
the Bengali traders during the second half of the nineteenth 
century. The Bengali merchants stopped investment in new 
commercial ventures. They directed their attention towards 
landed property ; land became their fields of investment more and 
more. Landed property also brought social prestige. 

Along with the Bengali traders a considerable number of 
merchants from United Provinces, popularly known as the Khetri 
traders, began to assert their claim over Burrabazar and gradually 
outbid the former. These Khetri traders came mainly from 
Benares, Allahabad and Delhi. Their contribution towards the 
growth of modern Burrabazar was significant. At the beginning 
these Khetri traders began to associate themselves with the British 
firms as clerks, agents, and benians and were very much loyal to 
their British masters. After a few years they used to start 
independent business. Nikkamull, Jagarnath Tandon, Baisyji Misra, 
Lalita Prasad Khetri, Moocund Lall, Jyoti Bhusanji, Raja 
Motichand, Lala Sankardass, Ganga Prasad Agarwal, Baldev 
Ramji Mehta, Lala Banarashidas Khetri, Mohunlal Khetri, 
Modoramji, Sarju Prasad Agarwal, Lala Kishorilallji, Kannulalji 
Khatri, Kishandas, Badal Ваш,  Hiralal Agarwal, Kishan 
Prasad, Damodar Choubey, Jaggannath Gupta—were some of the 
prominent Khetri traders in Burrabazar.9 Generally these Khetri 


6. See Chapter ТУ. 


e 


CONCLUDING REMARKS 197 


traders were represanted by Choubey, Gupta, Misra, Tandon, 
Khatri, etc. These traders from the United Provinces mainly dealt 
in spices, grains, seeds, hessian, perfumery, tobacco and Govern- 
ment papers and banking. " 

But when these Khetri traders lost their reputation in the 
European offices, the Marwari traders came into the arena to 
play a dominant role. It is remarkable that most of the big 
Marwari firms came into being towards the close of the nineteenth 
century. After the failure of the Bengali traders during the 
second half of the nineteenth century these Marwari traders began 
to establish close connection with the British firms and acted as 
Benians, ‘mutsuddies,’ cashiers, and dalals. Truly speaking, Marwari 
meant the people who migrated from Jaipur, Jodhpur, Bikaneer, 
Sokhabti, Rajputana and Marwar. Before the death of Jagat 
Seth, Marwaris in Burrabazar were represented mostly by the 
inhabitants of Jodhpur and Marwar, who had taken keen interest in 
Bengal’s politics. But when the house of Jagat Seth collapsed, these 
traders gradually gave up politics and their number in Calcutta 
automatically came to a minimum. Thus they left Calcutta yielding 
place to a large number of immigrants from Sokhabati and 
Bikaneer. These menseized the opportunity and their stars gradually 
rose at zenith and ultimately occupied the key position of Burra- 
bazar. Thus a division occurred between the Marwaris at Burra- 
bazar. They got separated into two distinct classes, namely, Kaniya 
(i.e. the inhabitants of Jodhpur, Marwar) and Churuwals (i.e. the 
people from Churu, Sokhabati and Bikeneer). Because of their 
poverty, these traders from Churu and Sokhabati actually came 
here with empty hands but ultimately gained much. It is said that 
each of them came here with a net capital of rupee one and pice 
nine only but ultimately became capitalists." A very small 
number of Marwari and Jath traders also came from the two 
districts of Miami and Hissar in Punjab.§ 

These Marwari traders were mostly engaged in mercantile 
pursuits, They carried on business in cloth, opium, spices, grains, 
seeds, hessian, jute, gunny and also undertook banking and commission 


7. See Chapter У. 
8. Seo Chapter IV. 
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agency. Sometimes they acted as the brokers of English companies. 
Gradually they spread out in the mofussil districts. The firms 
launched by these traders were family firms. Limited liability was 
introduced in 1857, and joint-stock companies began to Ье formed. 
They, of course, became the share-holders 
companies, which were in the grip of English 
made little attempt to become a Director 
They preferred the sweet fruit of dividend to 
the duty of a Director or Managing Agent, 
the fact that these non-Bengali traders lacke 
preneurship. Althogh they had 
acquainted with the modern metho 
afraid of taking any risk. Trade 
favourite fields of investment.? 

In 1887 a section of the Marwari 
goods formed the Piece-Goods Associa 


of several joint-stock 
merchants. But they 
or Managing Agent. 
the risk involved in 
It certainly brings out 
d the spirit of entre- 
enough of capital and were 
ds of business, still they were 
and banking remained their 


got divided in 1898 and the Marweri Association came into 
existence. Nearly 300 Marwari firms Ъ 
newly formed Association, 

President of this Association, 


Besides, a good number of Mana 
Macleod & Co., Andrew Yule & Со. 
Steel, Bird & Co., 
Balmer Lawrie & Co., 


Sing Agency houses, such as, 
; Duncan Brothers, Octavious 


9. See Chapter V, 


os 
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& Co., Shaw Wallace & Co., mainly based on Clive Street had been 
gaining ground since 1880 and had emerged as top business houses 
by 1913. They had been carrying on brisk business in Calcutta 
through managing agency system and controlled jute mills, 
cotton mills, paper mills, coal mines and tea gardens, 
Nevertheless, the Bengali traders continued to exist. Almost 
all of them were doing business in Sobhabazar, Hatkhola and Ballia- 
ghata. А good number of Bengali traders became the share-holders 
of some joint stock companies, e.g. Sitanath Roy, Joy Gobinda 
Law, Gosto Behari Pyne, Gosta Dutta, Sarbatosh Sen, Panchanan 
Mookherjee, Biswambhar Sikdar, 5. М. Ghose, Е. Seal, М. Roy, 
G. Chakravarty, R.C.Ghose, K.L.Mullick and R.N. Mukherjee who 
was destined to be an industrialist. There were seventeen Indian 
directors of which five were Bengalees, e.g. Peary Charan Mitra, 
Baikunthanath Sen, J. С. Law, Н. Seal, С. С, Paul. There was a 
predominance of Bengali Stock-brokers in the Calcutta share 
market up to 1892. Most of them had shares in joint-stock 
companies or acquired shares afterwards. But they played a very 
active role up to 1885 and after that period they had been reduced 
to what is called “simple dividend earners”. However, an attempt 
was being made by the Bengali traders to revive their position, 
With this end in view, Janokinath Roy, Chandilall Singh, Sitanath 
Roy, Bhoyrab Chandra Roy Chowdhury laid the foundation of the 
Bengal National Chamber of Commerce on the 2nd February, 1887. 
Sitanath Roy was the Honorary Secretary of the newly created 
Association. The Bengal National Chamber of Commerce was the 
organ of the rising class of Bengali merchants and businessmen Sut 
was through this organisation that they voiced their grievances. 
But the cloud of uncertainty which had been looming large on the 
horizon became intensified when internal trade of the country was 
found to slip into the hands of Burrabazar-based firms. Internal 
trade had virtually passed into the hands of the Marwaris, and 
foreign capital was dominant in tea, jute and coal industries, The 
Bengalis had been reduced to hewets of wood and drawers of water 


in their own country. 


APPENDIX—A 
THE POPULATION OF CALCUTTA 


Place of birth 1881 1876 
Bankoora 2,388 1,359 
Bhagulpore 1,089 744 
Baan 23,403 33,828 
Calcutta 1,28,851 1,21,686 
Chittagong 2,207 2,335 
"Chotanagpore 476 808 
Dacca 10,046 8,465 
Furredpore 3,886 2,735 
Gya 15,767 15,130 
Hooghly-cum-Howrah 56,429 57,776 
Jessore 5,076 5,110 
Midnapore 19,543 20,989 
Мопрһуг 4,357 3,070 
Moorshedabad 1,615 1,517 
Orissa 17,717 19,454 
Patna 15,137 13,153 
Purneah 1,673 2,330 
Sarun 7,202 5,963 
Shahabad 8.667 7,294 
Bombay 1.768 954 
Burmah 448 386 
Central India 4,035 5,257 
Madras 2,365 1,468 
North-Western Provinces 42,208 32,288 
Punjab 2,393 1,891 
Asia—outside India 1,843 2041 
Outside Asia 7,076 5,710 
Mymensing 1,736 1.548 
Noakholly 2,465 2291 
Nuddea 11,781 11.286 
r , 
Tipperah 280 689 
Tirhoot 6.061 
: 4,852 
24-Parganas 18,098 Gn 
2892 
Assam 1,622 eat 
AH Ў 
Other Bengal Districts 3,013 2,802 


*Source—H. Beverley, Report on 


the Census of th T 
and Suburbs of Calcutta — 1881, р. 41. TONS 


APPENDIX—B 
THE CALCUTTA PORT TRUST 


Notification by His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal (Dated 
Fort William, the 24th September, 18:0). 

Under the provisions of Section 94 of Act V (B.C.) of 1870, (an Act to 
appoint Commissioners for making improvements in the Port of Calcutta), the 
Lieutenant-Governor appoints Monday, the 17th of October 1870, as the day on 
and from which the said Act shall commence and take effect, 

Source: Proceedings of the Lieutenant Governor of 
Bengal (Marine Department, Calcutta Port Trust 
Branch), October 1870. 


APPOINTMENT OF COMMISSIONERS 


From H.S, Beadon, Esq., Officiating Under-Secretar: 
of Bengal, to V.H. Schalch, Esq., C.S 
17th October, 1870). 


Iam directed to inform you the Lioutenant-Governor has appointed you, 


under the provisiong of Section 2, Act V (B.C.) 1870, to be a Commissioner for 
making improvements in the port of Calcutta. 


2. The other Commis: 


y to the Government 
+ (No. 2905, dated Fort William, the 


ioners aj 


Ppointed are the gentlemen named in the 
margin. 
1. T. A. Apcar. 
2. Т.А. Crawford, 3. The Lieutenant Governor has 
3. Е. G. Eldrige, ч also appointed you to be Chairman 
4. Stuard Hogg, 
5. J. D. Knight. of the Commissioners and Mr, 
6. ЈЕ Futherfoord W. D. Bruce С E i 
p “р, » V. Е., to be Vice- 
7. T. H, Wordie, RE 
$. W.D. BH Chairman, 
——À 
ource— i i 
Source Proceedings in the Ma 


improvements in t 
dated Fort William, the 17th October, 1870) Caleutta (No, 2911, 
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lam directed to inform you that the Lieutenant-Governor on behalf of 
the Secretary of State for India in Council, proposes to vest in the Commissio- 
ners for making improvements in the Port of Caleutta, under Act V (В. С.) of 
1870, for the purposes of the Act, the immovable Property of Government, 
extending along the river bank from Chandpaul Ghat to Aheereetollah Ghat, and 
lying on the river side of the road, and the ground lying between, high and low 
water merk in the river from Aheoreetollah Ghat to the Chitpore Canal, subject 
to the following reservations :- 


1. The station of the East Indian Railway Company and the publie carriage 
stand adjoining it situated at Armenian Ghat. 

2. The ground required for suitable appronches to the floating bridge on. the 
Hooghly, which is about to bo constructed; and for similar approaches to a 


permanent or а second floating bridge, should its construction: be here after 
resolved upon. 


3. Part of the ground attached to the Mint, the boundaries of which it will 
be necessary hereafter to mark out, ‘The Mint Department, in consideration of 
the proposed conveyance to the Commissioners of the other portion of the Mint 
land fronting the river, will have the right to land thereon, or on any other 
equally convenient ground belonging to the Commissioners, at all times, free of 
wharfage and all other charges, all goods and stores required by that 
Department, 

4. The ground required for a goods’ station by the Eastern Bengal Railway 
Company near Nimtollah Ghat. 


The Lieutenant-Governor Proposes that the Commissioners should have 


in order that their agents and workmen 
may have free acce-s to all parts of it fo 


immediate possession of the property, 


directing any works which may be now in progress or about to be set on foot 
_ by the Commissioners, and in order to enable the Commissioners to collect all 


SALARY OF THE COMMISSIONERS 
From River Thompson, Esq., Offici 


Commissioners 


for making improvements in the Port of si ч аррошеа 
Section 16, Act V (В.С.) 1870, the Lieutenant. К the Provisions of 
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Vice-Chairman at Rs. 1,100/-per mensem to rise by annual increments of Rs, 
100/-a month to a maximum of Ва. 1,800/-per mensem, Ho will also be allowed 
to draw Rs. 100]-рег mensem as house allowance. The fees for attendance at 
meetings are fixed at Rs. 160/-for each meeting, to be divided, if a quoram 
be formed. equally among the members present, (with the exception of the 
Vice-Chairman, who receives а fixed salary ) subject to the condition that the 


(В.С.) of 1870, the estimated balance of the loan of ten lakhs referred to in 
Schedule A of the Act, and for Settling the actual balance as soon as possible 
afterwards, 


From Н, 8. Beadon, to the Collector of Customs, Calcutta (No. 2916, dated 
Fort William, the 17th October, 1870). ) 


Iam directed to request that 


ШШ : ceived for landing goods at the 

jetties, after deducting all expenses i = 

ice р meurred therefore up t» that date under Act 
2. You are also requested to m, 


Similarly acquired at the inland wharf, s LU. GANN 
From H. 5. Beadon, to the Commissi 
mission, i 
dated Fort William, the 17th October, 1870). an x rc un 
1 am directed to request that you will 


the lenses and other Papers which 
to collect the rents for the Pan P UAR 


APPOINTMENT OF A 


From H.S, Beadon, UDITOR 


APPENDIX—C 
ROADS 


Source: D.G. Crawford, Medical Gazetteer of the 


Hooghly district. 


Besides Grand l'runk Road, which was maintained from provincial funds, 
there wore 05 roads in the district miintainel by the District Board, with a 
total mileage of 492 miles. The following are the names of those roads :- 


18 


The Grand Trunk Road runs Calcutta ........ In 1836 it had been carried 
beyond Burdwan and in 1843 had come into full use, as 282 carts were 
recorded as passing over the Satgaon bridge every week .. 

From Chinsurah to Magra, the road ..was usually in first class order. 
The Grand Trunk Road bas always been maintained out of Provincial 
funds; but in 190116 was handed. over to the management of the 
Hooghly District Board, 

Chinsurah to Dhaniakhali and Kanpur--.It was mainly constructed by 
funds raised by Public subscription, and administered by a Committeo of 
Native gentlemen, in the years 1837 to 1840. 

Hughli to Majnan. 

Trisbigha to Bansberia. 

Марго to Kanpur. 

Magra to Tribeni, 

Pandua Station to Kalna, 

Bainchi Station to Baidyapur, 

Bainchi Station to Dasghara-via-Dhaniakhali, 

Haripal Station to Dhaniakhali, This road was constructed in 1894-96. 
at a cost of Rs. 35,000, out of which Shrimati Bidhumukhi Das, wife of 
Babu Gopal Chandra Addy, gave Rs. 15,000. 

Chandernagore to Bhola. 

Baidyabati to Tarakeswar. 

Nalikul to Haripal, 

Nabagram to Charpur ( the Serampore-Sheakhala ). 

Konnagar to Kristorampur. 

Uttarpara to Kalipur. 

The Old Benaras Road, (Devipur), - 

Chanditola to Janai. 

Sheya to Alasein-via-Malipara. 

Hughli to Satgaon-via-Kazidam. 

Balor to Merea. 

Magra Ganj to Sultangachia. 

Pandua to Kalyanpur. 
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Ramnathpur to Haral. 
Pandua to Kulti. 
Mandalai to Jamgram, 


Khanyan Station to Grand Trunk Road. 


Khanyan to Sikra 

Somra to Digra. 

Inchura to Balagarh. 

Damurda to Balagarh. 

"Tribeni to Guptipara. 

Magra to Nayasarai, 

Naksha to Digsui, 

Bainchi Station to Bainchi Bazar, 
Bhadreswar to Nasibpur, 
Nasibpur to Janai. 

Dirganga to Singur. 
Gangadharpur to Nawbpur, 
Singur Station to Masat, 
Bandipur to Gaja. 

Haripal Station to Jagjibanpur. 
Саја to Rajbalhat, 

Athpur to Sitapur. 

Dipa to Balgori. 

Gobarpara to Adangachi, 
Chanditola to Ekloki, 

Kalipur to Kristapur. 

Serampore to Dhankuni, 
Masahat to Dhitpur, 

Gobra to Chanditola, 

Arambagh to Nayasarai, 
Arambagh to. Udrajpur, 
Arambagh to Titalmari. 
Arambagh to Tirol. 

Arambagh to Ramnagar, 
Arambagh to Arandi 

Uchalan and Midnapore Road. 
Hajipur to Ramjibanpur, 
Mayapur to Jagotpur-via-Kha, 
Goghat to Kumarganj, 
Kamarpukur to Old B 
Bhigdas to Bali, 
Subirchak to Badanganj. 
Krishaganj to Badanganj. 


anares Road, 


APPENDIX—D 


Form of a contract entered into by а Jute.growing Ryot at the time of 


taking advances in the 24-Parganas, 


ЕРКЕ 


fa 945 


aK Ta | 


бе A «+ FD ИБО” FAK 
A frs FIAT Sy ETC 5 cet: БЕЯ е1 ав, 191 918 cata fa 
Tia akata GS rely Ф: xui. Brel ліса ЗИ Я Raa teg we vigta 
эз 4 NG Sax va fas асо лия аі оран CS tfen fira | afi Faas 
ate atta al sf Sea Se ama RAS atata wea Ve >а 34 91059 Чар FFE ЇЙЇ 
ат a ACA яяя BIT neare п A сата «s Р] frata 


Зе fes яя saa | 


Source: Report on the cultivation of and trade of jute in 
Bengal and Indian Fibres available for the 
manufacture of paper—Hem Chandra Kerr. 


APPENDIX—E 
NON-BENGALI FIRMS ENGAGED IN JUTE TRADE 


Serial Year of 


Number Name of the firms Establishment 


Business 
ЕЕ ТЕТЕ TE 
1. Messrs, Girdharimul Ramlal 1890 Jute balers, shippers 
Gouthi and exporter, Bai ker, 
2. 2 Chouth Mull Jaichund 1890 Jute ‘Arat’, 
Lall 
3. 27 Joydayal Kasera & Co. 1880 Jute Balers, shippers 
dealers, Benian or Bro- 
ker of Shaw Wallace 
Co., Marine Agent of 
American Insurance 
Co. Ltd. and Motor 
E Insurance Co. Ltd.» 
4. : Jibanram Juharmul 1885 Jute, Banking, Piece 
goods import, grain and 
Seeds, 
5. "m Doulatram Rabatmul 1892 


Purchase of. Jute, grains, 


( First established as a and export. 


firm dealing in grains 
in 1892, but later in 
1901 the namo was 
changed to the present, 


name). 
6. A Shivalal Ramlal 1896 Whole-sale business of 
cloth, jute-cloth, 
Л; » Ramdutt Ramkishan- 1880 Jute baling and shipping. 
dass At the first instance it 
was the cloth benian of 
Rally Brothers. 
8. 2 Shivadayal Ramjidas 1856 Jute baling, shipping, 
Bajoria 


white-grass, banking. 


9. 4,  Chetandas Hajarimull 1894 Jute and Tobacco, 


10. d Chattumul Multanmul 


1885 Jute “Агай” and. Commi- 
ssion Agency of Jute, 
ll. ,  Chougmul Tilokchand 1894 Selling of raw Jute, 
(in Rangpur) 
1900 


(in Calcutta) 
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(1) (3) с (3) (4) 
д 
19: РА Kastur Chund 1895 Jute 
Bhagawandass (under the Title 


Messrs. Kishandayal 
Bhagawandass). 


13. "m Jesraj Jaichand 1883 Jute, Banking, piece- 
Lall Baid goods, country  thrade 
ete, 
14, ,, Muralidhar Boneechand 1894 Jute Arat, 
15. ‘i Meghraj Tansukhdass 1897 Jute, Banking, Commi- 
ssion Agency. 
16. » Ramsahaimull Mir 1890 Jute supply to Mills, 
Hessian. 
17; 2» Ramlal Sumermull Jute and Commission 
Originally Agency. 
established in 
Rangpur in 1889 
by Koniram Bothra ; 
in 1909 in Calcutta, i 
105, China Bazar St., 
in the name of 
**Verudan Chunilal”, 
18. Ер Lachman Dass 1899 Jute and Commission 
Motilal Agency. 
19, 3 Shaligram Rai Originally Jute 
Chunnilal Bhadur established in Dibrugarh 


in 1861 and'after a few 
years in 4, Dahihatta, 
Calcutta. 


Source —"Bharatiya Baparionka Parichay"— Calcutta 
Division (Part II), Published by the “Commer- 
cial Book Publishing House" Bhanpura (Indore), 
1st August, 1929. Аһ Hindi Compilation, 
рр. 269-300. 


APPENDIX—F 


The Members of piece-goods Association 


1. Messrs. Jumnasing Fuker Chund 
2. H Mungneeram Kanyalall 

3. ^"  Woodoyram Tunsook Roy 
4. М, Chouth Mull Golab Chand 
Ram Prosad Gangaram 


6. ^" Joogul Kissore Chogemull 
7. 3 Lall Chand Dil:ook Roy 
8. D Goor 1уа1 Beharylall 

9- 9 Woodaychand Punnalall 
10. Ricknath Bucktawar Mull 


11. ui Ram Chund Johurmull 
12. y^ Chainroop Chuneelall 


13. " — Khetsee Dass Sew Dutt Roy 
ЛА Rajroop Premsook 

15. р Sewaram Ramrick 

Wer UP Jeetmull Geridharylall 

17. u Bhoramull Bunsidhar 

18. i Deskuram Coomar 

19. ^"  Pallyram Gungadhar 

20, 2 


Rookmanund Birdhechand 
Banajchand Ramlall 
Sewnarain Sewpertup 
Juggurnath Ramnarain 
Ramchand Tunsook Roy 

. Gonesh Dass Cungaram 
Khetse Dass Tunsook Dass 


= 


э t9 t2 r2 HY N 
x ES 


© 
ЁЛ 
E 
3 
a 
@ 
я 
a 


Kesso Dass Seetabchand 
28, us Chauth Mull Chooneelall 
29. ” Goruckram Tunsook Roy 
30. ^  Gumbhur Chand Kopporchand 
31. » Paunnalall Ram. Pertup 
32. ^" Shew Dass Juggunnath 
33. ~ 


Mool Chand Jumna Dass 

J. Khunna of Messrs, Sallugram Khunnah & Со. was appointed as an 

‘Arbitrator’ and was approved by the Pieco-goods Arbitrations Sub-Committee. 
Source :: Report of the Bengal Chamber of Commerce, 

1888. 


APPENDIX—G 


List of Bengali traders who were Members of the Bengal National Chamber 
of Commorce, 1887-1900. 


1. Baboo Sitanath Roy 


2. ” Вепо4е Behari Mullick 
3. 8 Chandi Lall Singh 
4, iz Janokinath Roy 
5. "  Bhoyrab Chandra Roychowdhury. 
= Juggat Chandra Roychowdhury 
1. E Kumar Rameswar Malliah 
8. ^" Моһеғһ Chandra Chowdhury 
9. 3 Surat Chandra Roychowdhury 
10. Baboo Horendra Lall Roy 
11. " Audoyto Churn Mundal 
12. “ Bholanath Dhar 
13, Ы Troyluckho Nath Roychowdhury 
14. w Rai Mohon Roychowdhury 


15. we Kanai Lall Khan 

16. = Sashi Mohun Poddar, 

17. Messrs, Lalit Mohun Brindabun Shah-Balliaghata, 
18. я, Nillamber Pittamber Shah-Balliaghata 
19. ^ Benode Lall Roy 

20. "  Bissumber Sikdar 

21. ^"  Brojendra Kumar Roychowdhury 

22. ” Chandra Nath Shah 

23. ? Doyal Chand Dutta 

24, ^" . Gopee Mohun Roy 

25. ч Gurudas Kundu Chowdhury 

26. Messrs. Horendra Kumar Roychowdhury 


27. d Kalee Prosanna Ghose 

28. гү Mothura Mohun Roy 

29. Baboo Moharaj Ananda Mohan Shah 
30. ^" Amar Chand Roy 

31. з В. D. Palehowdhury Esq, 
32. >” Parbutty Churn Roy 

33. ” Preonath Mitter 

34. Ә Radha Kishore Guha 

35. ” Rajkumar Pal 


36. ы Ramlall Shah 

37. M Revoti Mohun Roychowdhury 
38. x Subal Chundra Chundra 

39. 5 Rai Joy Narain Singh Bahadur 
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40. 
41. 
42. 
43. 


46. 


66. 


76. 
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Hon’ble A. М. Bose, Bar-at-Law. 
Rai Ishan Chandra Mitter, Bahadur 
Baboo Narendra Nath Sen 


Surendranath Banerjee 
Jogendra Kumar Dey 
J. Ghosal, Esq. 

N.N Ghose, 


Baboo Bal Mukunda Bhatta 


Jagan Mohan Sahachowdhury 
Haran Chandra Shah 

Guru Churn Sheh 

Jugat Chundra Shawchowdhury 
Kali Krishna Pramanick 
Narain Dass 

Omesh Chandra Roy 
Neel Comul Mukheriee 
Jogindra Nath Chatterjee 
Мара Gopal Mitter 

Nabo Coomar Reha 
Giridhari Lal Roy 
Hon’ble Joy Gobinda Law, СТ.Е. 
Prosad Das Burral 

Muralidhar Roy 

Haran Chandra Shaw 

Kalicharan Shaw 


Maharaja Manindra Chandra Nandi 
Baboo Nalin Behari Sircar 


Radha Churn Pal 
Amulya Dhone Adya 
8. R. Das 
Radha Raman Kar 
Kali Kanta Shah 
Jogendranath Srimani 
Nibaran Chandra Dutta 
Kista Das Kundu & Co, 
Prahlad Chandra Pal 
Pratap Chandra Dey 
f ogendra Mohun 


Mohendranath Srimani 
Ram Chandra Seal & Со. 
Batto Kristo Pal & Co, 
Nil Comul Mitter & Co. 
N. L. Mullick & Co, 
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82. J. Shah & Co. 
83, National Agency & Co. ( Mr. R. Dass ). 
84. В. M. Chakrabarty & Со. (Babu Patit Paban Chakrabarty) 


85. Baboo Bhutnath Paul 
86. L^ Jogendra Kumar Roychowdhury 
87. 3 Gobinda N, Shawchowdhury E 
88. B. Upendranath Shah 
89. . i Amulya Prosad Ghose 
90. К. Ashutosh Pramanick 
91. e Ram Chandra Mookerjee 
92. "fs Aghar Chandra Seal 
93. Rai Sree Nath Pal, Bahadur 
94. Baboo Upendra Mohun Sen 
95. 5 D, N, Chander 
96. » Hajee Shaik Nukibuddin 
97. ” Ambica Churn Ukil 
98. » Heeralal Pal Chowdhury 
99. » Bakkreswar Ta 
100. „ Kartic Lal Sinha 
101. 7 Ismail Khan 
102. 5 Siyam Ballabh Shah 
103. 4j Bisweswar Sen Majumdar 
104. ay Gocool Ananda Ch. Shaw 
105. s Lal Behari Sadhu Khan 
106. br Heeralal Biswas 


Besides these, the names of the following merchants, although they were not 
members of the Bengal National Chamber of Commerce, deserve special 
mention ;- 

Guru Prasad Roy—Kumartolly 
Kissory Mohun Roy—Hat Khola 
Premchand Roy—Hat Khola 
Haralall Roy—Hat Khola 

Baboo Gurucharan Paul 
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1851-52 
1852-53 
1853-54 
1854-55 
1855-56 
1856-57 
1857-58 
1858-59 
1859-60 
1860-61 
1861-62 
1862-63 
1863-64 
1864-65 
1865-66 
1866-67 
1867-68 
1868-69 
1869-70 
1870-71 
1871-72 
1872-73 
1873-74 
1874-75 
1875-76 
1876-77 
1877-78 
1878-79 
1879-80 
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Total number of Joint-Stock Companies registered in Bengal 
from 1. 4. 1850 to 31. 3. 68. 


1880-81 
1881-82 
1882-83 
1883-84 
1884-85 
1885-86 
1886-87 
1887-88 
1888-89 
1889-90 
1890-91 
1891-92 
1892-93 
1893-94 
1894-95 
1895-96 
1896-97 
1897-98 
1898-99 


12 
13 
37 
23 
20 
14 
10 


50 
28 


1899-1900 18 


1900-01 
1901-02 
1902-03 
1903-04 
1904-05 
1905-06 
1906-07 
1907-08 
1908-09 
1902-10 


86 
48 


1910-11 
1911-12 
1912-13 

1913-14 
1914-15 
1915-16 
1916-17 
1917-18 
1918-19 
1919-20 
1920-21 

1921-22 
1922-23 
1923-24 
1924-25 
1925-26 
1926-27 
1927-28 
1928-29 

1929-30 
1930-31 
1931-32 
1932-33 
1933-34 
1934-35 
1935-36 
1936-37 
1937-38 
1938-39 
1939-40 


59 1940-41 
93 1941-42 
253 1942-43 
162 1943-44 
76 1944-45 
86 1945-46 
115 1946-47 
116 1947-48 
201 1948-49 
538 1949-50 
453 1950-51 
312 1951-52 
206 1952-53 
179 1953-54 
172 1354-55 
275 1955-56 
309 1956-57 
336 1957-58 
386 1958-59 
408 1959-60 
320 1960-61 
261 1961-62 
279 1962-63 
315 1963-64 
322 1964-65 
315 1965-66 
413 1966-67 
300 1967-68 
375 1968 to 
418 30.11.68 


393 
462 
338 
409 
536 
1255 
1695 
1313 
1284 
923 
801 
753 
609 
600 
697 
808 
311 
378 
377 
419 
437 
897 
330 
239 
360 
367 
248 
215 
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